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The prophets’ work was sophisticated enough to set up for and fit well with 
all the ways the apostles use it. That does not require the prophet know 
everything but to know enough. He knew enough to deliberately set up the 
future development of his ideas. He knew enough to provide a sufficient 
theological foundation and framework for later writers to do so. Later 
writers do not have to make something up or force something upon a text, 
but rather legitimately build upon what is already there. As such, they abide 
within the implications or significance of the writers’ original intent. They 
make a valid application of that text. 

To be sure, later revelation will develop the ideas of prior revelation, 
which means that the prophets did not know everything. Nevertheless, the 
apostles will develop the prophets’ ideas, not read entirely new or hidden 
ones back into the old. Hosea did not know that Jesus would escape from 
Herod. Nevertheless, he writes of a future Exodus led by the Messiah. His 
text looks forward to the New Testament. So when Matthew discusses 


Christ and alludes to a new Exodus, he is working with aspects of Hosea’s 
original intent, picking up on and continuing what is already there. The 
prophetic hermeneutic intentionally moves to the apostolic hermeneutic and 
the apostolic hermeneutic continues the prophetic. Such directionality is a 
critical piece of the puzzle in the quest for authorial logic. 

This not only has implications on the quest for authorial logic but for 
how we read. Do we read the prophets understanding their directionality? 
Do we read them knowing how they fit into redemptive history? Do we 
read them seeing how they developed biblical theological themes and set up 
for the apostles? We need to be aware of how their revelation contributes to 
God’s plan and moves to the New Testament. The prophets desired us to go 
in that direction. They read and wrote that way. The prophets’ exegesis, 
worldview, and hermeneutic affirm their grander vision for their writings 
exactly as Peter said: “It was revealed to them that they were not serving 
themselves, but you” (1:1 1a). 


Kaiser, Toward an Old Testament Theology, 7-9; Beale, New Testament Biblical Theology, 3-5. 

. Hamilton, What Is Biblical Theology?, 15-17. 

3. See Rydelnik, Messianic Hope. Also, note that people who do canonical readings shift the locus 
as well. The prophet may not have known it but it becomes known through the scope of canon 
(canonical transformation of the work). Form and redaction criticism have arguably also shaped 
these types of objections, for they assume an evolutionary viewpoint of how theology and 
religion develops. Hence, complex ideas must come later. 

4. Longman, “Messiah,” 17-18. “As we read the psalm in its Old Testament context, we have no 
reason to insist that the human composer consciously intended the referent of the anointed to 
reach beyond the human ruler.” Longman ties this to the form critical concerns found within a 
coronation psalm. See also, Boda, “The Prophets and Messiah,” 52—53. Boda points to Haggai’s 
reference to “in a little while” (2:6) as well as the tie to Zerubbabel in Haggai 2:23 to show that 
the prophecies must relate to the present day. He does acknowledge that the language of cosmic 
upheaval could indicate someone beyond Zerubbabel. Again higher critical concerns have 
arguably crept into this discussion, particularly, form criticism which argues that these writings 
must be linked with a certain practice or situation in Israel’s religious history. 

5. The proposed solutions are numerous. See chapter 1, fn. 28. They do revolve around the two 
sides of inspiration: the divine side (sensus plenior) and the human side (contemporary 
hermeneutics). 

6. Enns, Inspiration and Incarnation, 142-43; Longenecker, Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic 
Period. 

7. This is different than significance. Sensus plenior technically contends a new meaning is being 
added to the text as opposed to new revelation determining, defining, and detailing legitimate 
implications of the meaning already revealed. The latter is what I will argue throughout this 
book. Unfortunately, there is some confusion about terminology here particularly as sensus 
plenior relates to meaning and not significance. This is precisely why we needed to talk about 
meaning and significance in the previous chapter. 
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Longman, “Messiah,” 33. 

For a good summary see Rydelnik, Messianic Hope, 13-23; Hamilton, What Is Biblical 
Theology?, 17. 

Hurtado, “Christ,” 107; Snodgrass, “The Use of the Old Testament in the New,” 39, 41; 
Longman, “Messiah,” 19; McConville, “Messianic Interpretation,” 13. 

Longman, “Messiah,” 24-25. 

Hurtado, “Christ,” 107; Snodgrass, “The Use of the Old Testament in the New,” 39, 41; 
Longman, “Messiah,” 19; McConville, “Messianic Interpretation,” 13. 

Ibid.; Moo, “The Problem of Sensus Plenior,” 202-5. 

Johnston, “Messianic Trajectories in God’s Covenant Promise to David,” 49. Johnston 
recognizes this very tension in Gen. 49:10-12 saying “It is also important to note that Jacob 
spoke in terms of a single individual. Admittedly, the singular figure in verses 8—10 could be 
understood in a collective sense for the Davidic kings as a whole who traced their descent from 
Judah. Yet the divinely inspired portrayal of a singular figure certainly points to David as the 
initial historical king of Judah, but also particularly to the Messiah as the final and ultimate king 
of Judah. This is also supported by the literary portrait of the nations being in subjugation to this 
king in a manner presented as seemingly without end. In fact, it might be suggested that the 
imagery in verses 11-12, taken in its most literal sense, points to a restoration of the paradise 
which was lost in the fall” (49). I might want to reverse his emphasis and say that the 
eschatological idea is primary (so it is mentioned in the text as he observes) and any immediate 
applications are more secondary because of their implicational nature. Nevertheless, he makes 
an important observation here that these texts have an eschatological nature and refer to an 
eschatological figure. 

Allen, Psalms 101—150, 117. YHWH correlates with the plural noun °TX in verse 5. The 
singular noun °$7N?_ seems to match the second person singular in that same verse. Thus, David 
cannot be in view. Solomon does not ever seem to have this type of military role so he may not 
be in view either. Solomon also lacks the clarity of being a king-priest described by 
Melchizedek. One may argue that David acts like a priest (cf. 2 Sam. 6; 8:18). At the same time, 
neither Solomon nor David ever truly assume a priestly office like Melchizedek had. Most 
likely, the king offered sacrifices through the priests (cf. 1 Sam. 13:8—15) and were over the 
priests (see parallelism in 8:18 and cf. 1 Chron. 18:17). Accordingly, neither king can live up to 
the precise claim of priesthood in the order of Melchizedek (Ps. 110:4). Finally, Solomon uses 
this language (cf. Ps. 72:9) to discuss someone that is not himself either. These factors make it 
less likely that either of these writers referred to themselves in the poem. 

See later discussion on these two psalms. See also, Kaiser, The Messiah in the Old Testament, 92— 
99; Rydelnik, Messianic Hope, 168-84. Although I do not prefer Rydelnik’s use of compositional 
strategies (like Sailhamer; see Meaning of the Pentateuch), nevertheless, his observations about 
David’s intent (cf. 2 Sam. 23:1) as well as some exegetical issues within Ps. 110 itself are useful. 
See Alexander, “Royal Expectations,” 191-212. See also, Kaiser, Toward an Old Testament 
Theology, 34-35. 

Kaiser, “Single Meaning, Unified Referents,” 53. 

See fns. 11, 12. 

Longman, “Messiah,” 17. 

Walton, “Isaiah 7:14,” 289. 

Note the language of “latter days” in Deuteronomy 4:30 (m.p max). See Merrill, 
Deuteronomy, 128; Craigie, Deuteronomy, 141. While Craigie argues that this pertains to the 
immediate future and then to the distant future, the point still stands. 

Craigie, Deuteronomy, 378; Knowles, “The Rock, His Work Is Perfect,’ 309; McConville, 
Deuteronomy, 448. 
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The wording of Psalm 78:62—63 and Deuteronomy 32:25 is remarkably similar, having the same 
terms “sword,” “virgins,” and “young men.” The only person before Asaph to put young men 
and virgins in parallel is Moses in Deuteronomy 32:25. This further strengthens the idea that 
Asaph alludes to Moses and maintains his perspective. 

Tate, Psalms 51—100, 284. 

House puts this in even stronger language. “Besides its original significance as a warning to his 
own people, Solomon’s prayer takes on particular importance for the author’s audience. 
Remember that 1, 2 Kings was written for people who had lost the land in the very manner 
Solomon describes. For them, then, this seventh petition acts as a call to repentance and a 
program for prayer. It teaches the readers how to restore their relationship with God. At the 
same time, it provides hope that exile is not God’s final word for Israel” (House, /, 2 Kings, 
146). 

House, 7, 2 Kings, 146; DeVries, / Kings, 126. DeVries ties this with Deuteronomy. 
Nonetheless, that chapter itself parallels Deuteronomy 30. 

Solomon did not write the book of Kings. However, he seems to represent the viewpoint of the 
writer. 

See discussion in chapter 3 concerning this matter. 

In this case, the prophets use the same covenant lawsuit vocabulary of “hard of neck” (nwp 
æ` 1y), rebellious (779), and disobedient (772). Such repeated terms in all of these passages 
suggest that they were drawing from a common covenant tradition. This pulls the texts closer 
together. 

House, “Old Testament Narrative,” 40-45. 

Cf. Hag. 1:15b-2:9 and Verhoef, Haggai and Malachi, 91. Haggai seems to provide a theology 
of a future restoration (connected with a Davidic descendent, cf. 2:23) based upon the holiday. 

See House, “Old Testament Narrative,’ 40-45. House posits another parallel between the 
current time and the time of the Exodus and wilderness wanderings: Both move toward a king. 
The prophets depicted the Exodus and wilderness wanderings era as progressing forward to the 
Davidic king (cf. 1 Kings 8:15-16; Ps. 78:70-72). It appears those in the postexilic period were 
looking forward to the new David to come, as opposed to the current foreign rulers who had 
dominion (Neh. 9:37). Israel looked forward to a time when a new king would arise and truly 
bring them home. This too reinforces their forward-looking perspective and awareness of 
precise realities they anticipated. 

House, “Old Testament Narrative,” 43. 

To be clear, these are not the only implications they intended their texts to have. Nevertheless, 
we are focusing upon this subset of the significance of their writings. We are dealing with the 
implications of Old Testament passages that set up for the New Testament writers. 

Beale and Carson, Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament. See also 
Archer and Chirichigno, Old Testament Quotations in the New Testament; Kaiser, The Use of the 
Old Testament in the New; Rydelnik, Messianic Hope; and Kaiser, The Messiah in the Old 
Testament. 

Enns, Inspiration and Incarnation, 132; Thomas, “The New Testament Use of the Old 
Testament,” 251; Snodgrass, “The Use of the Old Testament in the New,” 36. 

Garrett, Hosea, 219-20; Beale, “Hosea 11:1 in Matthew,” 699. 

Garrett, Hosea, 219-20. 

Ibid., 219. 

Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, 5:538-39. 

Kidner, Psalms 1—72, 268, 278-79. 

Beale, “Hosea 11:1 in Matthew,” 703-6. 

Stuart, Hosea-Jonah, 183; Garrett, Hosea, 228. Garrett further notes that the image of God as 
lion recalls Balaam’s description of the Exodus in Num. 24:8-9. This would also support the 
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notion of “Exodus to new Exodus.” Not only has God stated it by geographical allusion to Egypt 
but also by literary allusion to metaphors that discuss the Exodus. For a further discussion on 
Assyria and Egypt see Beale, “Hosea 11:1 in Matthew,” 714-15. Beale rightly concludes that 
Egypt most likely refers to the geographical location. Hence, in Hosea 11:11, God will bring 
Israel out of both Assyria and Egypt. At the same time, to make the second Exodus motif clear, 
Hosea stresses that Israel will go to Assyria and not Egypt. 

Craigie, Psalms 1—50, 67. In his discussion on Psalm 2, Craigie’s explanation shows the parallel 
between the two: “The divine words which the king declares are words pertaining to the royal 
covenant. At the heart of the covenant is the concept of sonship; the human partner in the 
covenant is son of the covenant God, who is father. This covenant principle of sonship is a part 
of the Sinai Covenant between God and Israel. The covenant God cares for Israel as a father 
cares for his son (Deut. 1:31) and God disciplines Israel as a father disciplines a son (Deut. 8:5). 
The focus of the Sinai covenant is the relationship between God and nation; in the covenant with 
the house of David, the focus is narrowed to a relationship between God and the king, but the 
concept of sonship is still integral to this covenant” (67). See also, Kaiser, The Messiah in the 
Old Testament, 98—99; Grisanti, “The Davidic Covenant,” 246. 

Craigie, Psalms 1—50, 173; Kidner, Psalms 1—72, 90-91. 

Garrett, Hosea, 104; Stuart, Hosea-Jonah, 67; McComiskey, “Hosea,” 4—6; Feinberg, The Minor 
Prophets, 34-37. The new David passage is part of the oracles of hope/salvation genre. These 
hope filled exhortations help to structure the book (1:10-11; 2:14-23; 3:1-5; 6:1-3; 11:1-14:9). 
In addition to their optimistic nature, these sections of the book share quite a few similarities. 
They all discuss how Israel is called to repent and return to the land from which they were 
exiled (2:14-16; 3:5; 6:2-3; 14:1). They discuss how such deliverance corresponds with the 
Exodus (2:14-16; 11:1—11). These texts depict how Israel will return in trembling and fear (3:5; 
11:11) and how the nation will pursue God (3:5; 6:2-3; 11:10; 14:1-4). The passages 
communicate how the Lord will revive and “resurrect” the nation (6:3; 13:13—14). All of these 
parallels indicate that the sections can be read together because they all discuss the same 
eschatological outcome. This too shows how Hosea intentionally associates the new David (3:5) 
with Israel’s restoration (3:5; 6:2—3) and the new Exodus (11:1—11). 

Although the wording is not identical, the similarity between the two (along with the structure of 
the book) argues they are parallel. See Isaiah 19:16, where the terms of both passages (7n) and 
797) are used in parallel. Interestingly enough, the background of that verse may relate to the 
second Exodus as well. 

Cf. Mic. 6:4; Barker and Bailey, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 100, 131. Barker and Bailey claim 
that God responds with an “exodus theology” already established in the book as well as in the 
canon. See also, Allen, The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah, 342, 399. 

Oswalt, Isaiah 40-66, 155; Motyer, Isaiah, 337. For a more thematic discussion on the new 
Exodus motif, particularly in the second half of Isaiah, see Ceresko, “Fourth Servant Song,” 47- 
54. 

Oswalt, Isaiah 40-66, 291-92. Oswalt’s explanation of Isaiah 49:4—6 is important: “Rather, he 
comes with the humility, the vulnerability, and the powerlessness of a child. The same point was 
made in the first introduction of the Servant (42:2—3). The Servant does not come to dominate, 
or even to pronounce, from a throne. No, the Word comes to bear, and the one sitting on the 
throne is a slain Lamb (53:4—6; cf. Rev. 5:6, etc.). The strong contrast of this verse with the 
previous one (‘He said .. . But I said . . .”) expresses that vulnerability and powerlessness. If the 
Servant described in this passage is more than human, he is not less than human. Frustration and 
feelings of futility, all too familiar to everyone who inhabits flesh, were part of the burden he 
came to bear. To become powerless is to experience what the powerless experience (see also 
50:6; 53:3), and that is the reality of what the Servant’s blunt retort conveys. No Christian can 
read these words without relating them to the ministry of Jesus Christ. When he died, what had 
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he accomplished? To all appearances, nothing. By every measure of the world, his life had been 
futile. Well could he cry, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ (Matt. 27:46).” 
Notice how Oswalt ties the Servant’s weakness with the child motif earlier on in the book of 
Isaiah. Is this not exactly what Matthew does as well, in commenting upon Messiah’s 
deliverance? 

As mentioned throughout this chapter, what is discussed in this passage by no way means Hosea 
knew or prophesied directly about the events in Matthew 2. However, Hosea provided concepts 
that built the foundation for what Matthew would talk about. 

Ellis, Paul’s Use of the Old Testament, 66-67. 

See Beale, Erosion of Inerrancy, 13—99 for an insightful discussion on all of this. 

Craigie, Deuteronomy, 378, fn. 6. 

Stuart, Exodus, 340. 

Borland, Christ in the Old Testament, 65—72. 

Stuart, Exodus, 340; Sarna, Exodus, 73. 

Durham, Exodus, 335. 

Ibid., 518; Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, 7:305; Motyer, Isaiah, 233. 
Motyer, Isaiah, 233. 

Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, 7:305; Motyer, Isaiah, 233. 

This assumes that Psalm 118 is preexilic and in the united monarchy period. While some have 
observed the opposite (Mowinckel, Gunkel, Wolff), the language lacks later forms and seems to 
relate to a king’s victory. This would demand it to be pre-exilic. See Allen, Psalms 101-150, 
164. If Psalm 118 is later, then the discussion would show how this passage confirms our 
reading of Isaiah. Either way, it supports the connection of the Davidic king with the stone. 
Interestingly enough, the psalmist introduces the discussion of the stone in the context of an 
Exodus like deliverance; parts of the psalm resemble Exodus 15 and participate in a set of 
psalms discussing the deliverance from Egypt (Pss. 113-18; see also Ps. 118:14—-15; cf. Ex. 
15:2, 6). See Allen, Psalms, 165. 

Watts, Isaiah 1—33, 437. Watts argues that while the Stone could be the Davidic dynasty, it most 
likely refers to God’s abiding presence, which correlates with the Exodus motif. Oswalt (Isaiah, 
518) observes that this stands in contrast with trusting in the Egyptian rulers. This juxtaposition 
may imply the divinity of Messiah. 

Smith, Micah—Malachi, 201; Fishbane, Haftorat, 227; Feinberg, The Minor Prophets, 287; Keil 
and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, 10:531. 

Ellis, Paul’s Use of the Old Testament, 69—70. Ellis states that rabbinic tradition cannot be the 
factor in Paul’s discussion. The rabbinic sources appeal to a different set of passages (Num. 
21:6) than what Paul seems to refer. Based upon analysis of the LXX, I provide the full quote of 
what he concludes: “Paul and the Targum are related more directly to a particular interpretation 
of the passages by the prophets than to each other. The Targum, applying it to Num. 21:6ff, 
either sets the legend in motion or applies an inchoate form of it to this particular passage. Paul, 
on the other hand, takes the prophetic description and employs it for his own typological 
purpose.” This brings up an important point. At times, even if an overlap of second temple 
methodology and the apostolic approach occurs, it may be more incidental in nature. It could 
also be simply because the second temple method is a reasonable application of the text. 
Nevertheless, the prophetic logic is modus operandi and the controlling logic as opposed to 
contemporary hermeneutical approaches. 

Wegner, “How Many Virgin Births?” 467. 

Oswalt, [saiah 1—39, 195-96. 

Wegner, “How Many Virgin Births?” 468-70; Walton, “Isaiah 7:14,” 295-98. 

Hamilton, “Virgin Will Conceive,” 228-39. Hamilton summarizes these arguments well. 

Oswalt, Isaiah 1-39, 178. 


72. 


73. 


74. 


75. 


70. 


81. 


Isaiah has already used the term “return” (av) in a pun on exile. On one hand, a remnant will 
return (1:26, 27), but the reason they return is because they refused to repent (6:10) and so God 
must judge them (1:25; 6:13). 

Contrary to some (e.g., Walton) who argue that Isaiah 7:13-14 falls under a new section 
historically, there appears to be no real gap in the narrative. Furthermore, even assuming a 
historical discontinuity between the events, Isaiah enforces a literary continuity by placing the 
word “also” (23) in the text. This adverb inherently places the information in Isaiah 7:13ff in 
parallel with the context above. The distribution of “house of David” also attests to this 
cohesion. 

Isaiah describes how the present threat is a threat to the house of David (7:2), then addresses 
Ahaz directly (vv. 3-12), but then later addresses the house of David (v. 13). A change of 
pronouns accompany the change in titles. God addresses Ahaz in the singular but the Davidic 
household in the plural. These grammatical shifts argue that the different titles are not meant to 
be purely stylistic or synonymous. Isaiah addresses two different groups: Ahaz and the rest of 
the Davidic dynasty. 

To make verse 16 the content of the sign, one would have to take the particle 2 (“for”) as 
content (“that”), as opposed to causal or explanatory (“for” or “because”’). However, two factors 
make this unlikely. First, to make verse 16 the content of the sign in verse 14 is unnatural since 
the verses are quite far apart. Second, technically the particle modifies the verbs in verse 15. The 
boy will eat curds and honey because the land will be forsaken. Thus, to claim that the sign is 
one of the destruction of the land is mistaken grammatically. 

An additional grammatical observation supports this assertion. “Young woman” and “conceive” 
are in a predicate adjective construction. Conceive (or be pregnant) directly modifies the young 
woman in her current status. Just as the “man is good” means that the man in his current 
description as a man is good, so the virgin woman will get pregnant as a virgin. This counters 
the suggestion that while 72%y may imply virginity, the young woman in Isaiah’s day would 
marry, become pregnant, and then deliver a child. This too backs the notion that Isaiah had in 
mind a miraculous conception and birth par excellence. Contra Wegner, “How Many Virgin 
Births?” 472. Wegner permits Isaiah 7:14 to influence the discussion which is circular 
reasoning. He suggests, based upon Ugaritic literature (particularly, the Nikkal poem), that glmt 
cannot include the semantic idea of virgin (471). In dealing with the Nikkal poem, it appears in 
the context that there is a prayer involved. Hence, the imperfect tld (to give birth) is not past- 
referring but rather denotes a request. See Vawter, “The Ugaritic Use of GLMT,” 321; Goetze, 
“Nikkal Poem,” 353-60. If this is the case, then his reasoning from Ugaritic is less effective. 
Kidner, “Isaiah,” 639; Motyer, Isaiah, 90. 

Oswalt, Isaiah 1—39, 239. 

Ibid.; Motyer, Isaiah, 102-5. 

Oswalt, Isaiah 1-39, 239. Oswalt states “But this person will also be a child, and it is 
inescapable that the childish aspect of the deliverer is important to Isaiah, for it appears again in 
11:6, 8 (as it is, of course, implied in 7:3, 14; 8:1-4, 8, 18).” See also Kaiser, The Messiah in the 
Old Testament, 158—64; Motyer, Isaiah, 101-2. 

Space does not permit an adequate lexicographical analysis of mmy, as opposed to mna. 
However, the idea of a young woman who is marriageable and thereby presumably a virgin is 
defensible. See Wegner, “How Many Virgin Births?” 471-72. Wegner critiques Walton’s 
construal of the evidence for a helpful discussion. I disagree with Wegner’s methodology of 
including Isaiah 7:14 in the discussion. If Isaiah 7:14 is the verse in question, bringing it as 
evidence of a certain lexical definition is circular reasoning. See also Feinberg, “The Virgin 
Birth in the Old Testament and Isaiah 7:14,” 251-58; Niessen, “The Virginity of the myy in 
Isaiah 7:14,” 133-41. Two passages also raise attention to this issue, including Isaiah 54:4 
where the term is used supposedly with a barren woman as well as Proverbs 30:19—20 where an 
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adulterous woman is in the context. Reading Isaiah 54:4 as synonymous parallelism is 
misleading. Lexically if mmy refers to youthfulness, we are dealing with antithetical or 
merismatic parallelism. In the latter case, it demonstrates that Israel has been shameful in the 
context of her youthfulness as well as her adulthood. Seeing both other prophetic appeals to 
Israel’s youthfulness as a sexual promiscuous woman (cf. Hos. 1—2) as well as the immediate 
context, which talks how God will be the faithful husband and make her glorious (Isa. 54:5—12). 
Zion’s perversity as the shame of her youthfulness reinforces the notion of virginity rather than 
counters it. Similarly, if one takes Proverbs 30:19-20 as the adulterous woman perverting the 
purity of relationship between man and may, then it implies the chastity/purity of the 797y. That 
too harmonizes with the notion of implied virginity in the term. 

Wegner, “How Many Virgin Births?” 467; Walton, “Isaiah 7:14,” 297; Oswalt, Isaiah I-39, 
210-11. 

Genesis 16:11 uses a weqatal construction, instead of a participle found in Judges 13:5 and 
Isaiah 7:14. The use of wegatal probably accommodates Hagar’s current pregnant state whereas 
the participle instans refers to a future event (i.e., that both conception and birth are future). See 
GKC §112.d (332); IBHS §32.2.4 (535); 37.6f (628). The implication in both Judges 13:5 and 
Isaiah 7:14 is that the women were not pregnant but would become so in their barren state or in 
their state as an 777Y. 

7” occurs in three hundred sixty verses without 777 . Hence, the “conceive and give birth” 
formula is not just colloquial but a subset of communicating unique births. 
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THE APOSTOLIC HERMENEUTIC 
CONTINUITY WITH THE PROPHETS 


he prophetic hermeneutic shows how the Old Testament writers were 

T exegetes and theologians. They legitimately developed certain 

theological implications from antecedent Scripture via new revelation, and 

set up for others to continue their logic. At times, this produces a chain of 
texts spanning from the Old Testament and setting up for the New. 

The question is whether or not the New Testament picks up on this 
chain. Does the apostolic hermeneutic continue the prophetic hermeneutic 
(hermeneutical continuity)? Quite a few evangelicals argue in the 
affirmative. Even though they might not agree how this exactly works in 
individual cases, scholars like Kaiser, Beale, Hamilton, and Bock contend 
that at the core the apostles used the Old Testament contextually.! I would 
join my own voice to that chorus. 

Nevertheless, as discussed in the last chapter, not everyone agrees. 
Some argue the New Testament writers use the Old Testament 
noncontextually because they utilized the methods of their contemporaries.’ 
Others argue God gave the apostles insight into the full and hidden meaning 
of the Old Testament (sensus plenior). To either view, the Christ event 
justifies a reinterpretation of the Old Testament.* There are many reasons 
why godly people have held to these views. The issues are complex, as we 
have seen. 

However, we cannot avoid this question of hermeneutical continuity. 
We are at a critical juncture in the discussion. The way the biblical writers 
read the Bible has bearing upon how we study it. If the Old Testament does 
one thing but then the New Testament abandons that method for something 
different, how does that shape us as interpreters of Scripture? The question 


is substantial. So while the issue of hermeneutical continuity is 
complicated, it is one that we need to deal with. In some ways, that is what 
this entire book is trying to address. 

While the above solutions may seem compelling, I propose the New 
Testament writers do not use the Old Testament noncontextually but 
robustly contextually; they pick up the network of Old Testament texts 
established by the prophets. We can see this deductively in the way they 
introduced Scripture, by the way they described their ministry, as well as 
the manner in which they correlate Old Testament texts. Such evidence 
argues the apostles claimed to use the Old Testament per its original intent. 
Of course, many might point out a variety of instances when they do not 
seem to do so. These numerous examples are the reason why the issue is so 
difficult in the first place! Accordingly, I will cover these texts and show 
how the continuity of the prophetic and apostolic hermeneutics can help 
resolve these passages. Together, these factors suggest the apostles asserted 
hermeneutical continuity with the prophets and did so. The apostolic 
hermeneutic continues the prophetic hermeneutic. 


INITIAL EVIDENCE FOR CONTINUITY 


I acknowledge that the best way to defend hermeneutical continuity is by 
going through every example of the New Testament’s use of the Old. I will 
address some of the most difficult passages shortly. Nonetheless, some 
overarching pieces of evidence support hermeneutical continuity as 
opposed to discontinuity. Though they might not be definitive, these factors 
lean us in that direction. 


Introductory Formulas 

One of the most direct ways to access the hermeneutical rationale of the 
apostles is to examine how they introduce their Old Testament quotations. 
These formulas provide initial indicators into how they applied previous 
revelation. They also give insight into how the apostles thought about the 
nature of the Old Testament and helped to define the relationship between 
their new revelation and older revelation. 

I examined nearly two hundred instances of introductory formulae, a lot 
of which were repeated phrases that many are familiar with.’ For example, a 
common introduction is “for it is written” (cf. Matt. 4:10; Luke 4:10; Acts 


1:20; Rom. 8:36; Gal. 3:10). Other formulae are shorter with only 
“because” (6t1) or “for” (yap) (cf. 1 Cor. 6:16; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 7:17; 85; 
James 2:11; 1 Peter 3:10; 5:5). Another frequent type of formulae revolves 
around comparison. The New Testament writers often say “just as it is 
written” (kaQ@c yéypantat) or “just as” (kaðòc) or “as” (wc) (cf. Mark 12 
Luke 2:23; John 1:23; 6:31; 12:14; Acts 7:42; Rom. 3:4; 9:25; 1 Cor. 2:9; 
Heb. 4:3). Other introductions posit the Old Testament as the foundation for 
the argument. They claim what is said is “according to the Scriptures” 
(Kata TAs ypagac; cf. Rom. 4:18; 1 Cor. 15:3—4; James 2:8; 2 Peter 2:22). 
Another introduction states the discussion is in harmony with what was 
previously written (Acts 15:15). Finally, we probably are quite familiar with 
formulae that assert the fulfillment of Old Testament Scripture (iva 
TAnpwOA; cf. Matt. 2:15, 17, 23; 21:14; Mark 15:28; Luke 22:37; John 
15:25; Acts 1:16; 3:18; James 2:23). 

We may notice a pattern in all of these examples. They all claim in 
some way that the Old Testament is the grounds or basis for the apostles’ 
reasoning. “For,” “because,” or any other causal statement assert the Old 
Testament is the reason behind or support of the New Testament claim. The 
“just as” formulas posit the Old Testament as the basis for comparison, 
which make it the grounds for the New Testament’s conclusion. Similarly, 
the statement of “according to the Scripture” (and the like) make the Old 
Testament the basis for the apostles’ argument. Even the fulfillment 
formulae fundamentally show how the Old Testament works out into the 
New Testament. Accordingly, these formulas introduce Scripture as the 
foundation for and proof of the legitimacy of the New Testament writers’ 
conclusions. Put differently, by using such language, the apostles argue their 
words are consistent with and build upon their Old Testament counterparts. 
This sounds a lot like the continuity of prophetic and apostolic 
hermeneutics. 

Thus, the introductory formulas indicate the apostles continued the 
intent and rationale of their predecessors. That is the primary thrust of what 
we can observe from these statements. Nonetheless, we can make some 
additional observations from these formulas about how the apostles thought 
about the Old Testament. 

First, their use of introductory formulas implies they believed in 
authorial intent as well as the confluence between human and divine 
authors. We have already discussed this in chapter 2. The fact that they use 


the “Scripture,” the human author, and God interchangeably implies that 
they believed there was unity between the three. Namely, the Scripture 
speaking is the same as God speaking, which is the same as the intent of the 
human author (cf. Matt. 3:3; 4:14; cf. 2 Peter 1:20—21).° As just discussed, 
their desire was to honor and be consistent with that intent. 

Second, the apostles do not view the human authors of Scripture as 
ignorant. Instead, the apostles’ introductory formulas assert the prophets 
understood the ramifications of their writings. For instance, Jesus points out 
David must have known Psalm 110:1 referred to Messiah (Matt. 22:43). 
Peter makes a claim David knew the Messiah must be raised (Acts 2:25, 
34). Paul understood the author of Genesis knew the gospel implications of 
“in you all nations will be blessed” (cf. Gal. 3:8).’ These indicate the 
apostles did not believe they were finding a hidden meaning in Scripture 
but one already intended. This also hints the apostles believed in the 
directionality of the Old Testament just as the prophets intended. In fact, 
while Peter acknowledges the prophets did not know the exact 
circumstances or timing of their prophecies, they did know they spoke to a 
future audience (1 Peter 1:10—12). This too supports a sort of directionality 
in the Old Testament. 

Third, the way the apostles introduce Scripture shows they believed the 
meaning of the Old Testament is sufficient without any need for 
modification. This was already implied in our above discussion on 
introductory formulae. We can further see this when there is no (or barely 
any) introduction. For instance, the author of Hebrews quotes a series of 
texts about the Son and angels with little more than “But of the Son/angels 
he says” (Heb. 1:5-13). Similarly, certain passages will only contain “it is 
written” or “it was said” (Matt. 5:38, 43; Luke 19:46; Rom. 10:8, 20—21). In 
these cases, Old Testament texts are simply stated and it appears the 
apostles presume the reader will understand. By doing this, the apostles 
arguably did not believe their readers needed more revelation to interpret 
the meaning of the Old Testament text. What their audience already knew 
about the Old Testament was completely adequate. 

What did the apostles claim to do with the Old Testament? Do they 
assert they read it in new ways, reinterpret it, or find a new meaning in the 
text? The introductory formulae demonstrate the opposite.’ These 
statements assert that the apostles quote the Old Testament as the grounds 
for their argument and conclusion. As such, they claimed that their rationale 


is based upon those truths. The formulae even show how the apostles were 
aware of the prophets’ complex knowledge and directionality, key parts of 
the prophetic hermeneutic. All of this points to the fact that the apostles, 
through the introductory formulae, claimed to continue the prophetic 
hermeneutic. They do not claim to change the Old Testament but to abide in 
it. As we consider how the New Testament’s use of the Old, we need to take 
that claim seriously. 


Self-Description 

We can examine the mentality of the apostles not only from what they 
claim to do with the Old Testament but also who they claim they are. If they 
present themselves as having the ministry of the prophets, then it 
strengthens the idea that they continued the work of the Old Testament 
writers. They do not view themselves as completely distinct from them but 
an extension of them. 

We can begin to study this issue by looking at how “prophecy” and 
related terms are used in the New Testament. This provides us a big-picture 
angle on how the apostles connected with the prophets. Fundamentally, the 
New Testament writers used “prophecy” and “prophets” to describe the Old 
Testament writers and their activities. The term “prophet” describes 
individuals such as Isaiah (Luke 3:4), Jeremiah (Matt. 27:9), Jonah (Matt. 
12:39), and Daniel (Matt. 24:15). Such language also describes their 
writings (e.g., Moses and the Prophets, Luke 16:29; 24:27). It also describes 
their activity of writing. The apostles talk about these individuals 
prophesying (cf. Matt. 11:13; 15:7). Hence, prophecy, in the minds of the 
apostles, has its roots in the Old Testament. 

However, the apostles build upon this idea. They view Jesus as the 
ultimate prophet. In Hebrews, the author parallels the way God spoke 
through his prophets of old and how he currently speaks in his Son (cf. Heb. 
1:1-2). The law of the prophet in Deuteronomy 18:15—18 is used in 
reference to Christ. He is the One, like Moses, whom God will raise up (cf. 
Acts 3:22—26; 7:37, 52). In fact, Jesus’s death parallels how the Israelites 
killed the Old Testament prophets (Luke 13:33). Even more, it appears that 
“the Prophet” is actually a messianic title (John 1:21).? Accordingly, Jesus 
is not only linked with the Old Testament prophets because they prophesied 
about him, but also because he shares in and is the culmination of their 
ministry. 


Jesus sends his disciples to be his witnesses and to be his mouthpiece 
(cf. John 14:26).'° This suggests they extend the prophetic ministry Christ 
continues from the Old Testament. Along with this, the Spirit’s outpouring 
at Pentecost is associated with prophecy (Acts 2:17). According to the book 
of Joel, the Spirit’s work includes that people will prophesy (Acts 2:17; cf. 
Joel 2:28-30). This paves the way for the rest of Acts to depict the 
prophetic ministry of the church (cf. Acts 19:6; 11:27—28; 21:9-10). Thus, 
the flow of Acts seems to describe how the Old Testament anticipation of 
prophetic activity links with what takes place in the New Testament. 
Overall, the use of “prophecy” thus far seems to paint a big picture 
perspective that the New Testament writers continue the Old Testament 
work. This is both by their connection with Christ the ultimate prophet and 
by the working out of Old Testament prophecy itself. 

The apostles do not merely describe this overarching paradigm but 
express this in the details of their writings. We can trace several evidences 
of this: 


1. The apostles call themselves prophets. Peter parallels the prophets 
of the Old Testament with the apostles of the New (2 Peter 3:2)."! 
Paul follows in a similar vein. He describes “the apostles and 
prophets” as the foundation of the church (Eph. 2:20; cf. 3:5; 4:11). 
The term “prophets” here refers to New Testament prophets as 
opposed to the Old Testament writers.!* Nevertheless, Paul uses the 
term “prophet” to parallel these New Testament individuals with 
their Old Testament counterparts. They share the same ministry of 
being “the recipients and proclaimers of God’s revelation.” ! 


2. Outside of the use of the title “prophet,” the apostles cast themselves 
as the prophets in other ways. The use of the term “servant” 
(dodA0c) has certain ties with the Old Testament writers. We are 
often tempted to think that the title refers to the lowliness and 
submissiveness of an individual. That is true. However, Martin 
observes: 


Consideration of the above evidence along with the relative infrequence of the phrase 
dodA0c 8e0d in early Christian letters (otherwise only at Titus 1:1) leads us to conclude that 
the author uses the term in one of two senses: either as a representative of the pious in Israel 
or else as one who stood in line with Israel’s famous servants of old—Joshua, Moses, 


David, the prophets, and Jacob. 14 


Hence, when the apostles used the term “servant,” a connection with 
their prophetic predecessors most likely exists. They continued the 
rich tradition of being in the office of the King’s service. 


. Moreover, the apostles viewed their work in the same category as 
their Old Testament counterparts. They were both writing divine 
revelation.'© Kruger’s work on this is particularly important.!? He 
rightly observes the apostles knew they were writing Scripture. 
Kruger points out Mark stresses his association with Peter at the 
beginning and ending of his gospel (cf. 1:16; 16:7).!8 This argues 
that Mark intentionally wrote his work as authoritative, based upon 
Peter’s authority.'!? Similarly, John writes his gospel as Scripture. 
John uses the terms “writing” (ypagn) or “to write” (ypdg@) n 
reference to the Old Testament Scripture (cf. John 2:17; 5:46; 6:31, 
45; 8:17; 10:34; 15:25).”° Thus, when he talks about how his gospel 
was “written” (John 20:31), he most likely viewed his own writing 
as equal to the Old Testament. Paul also has this mentality. He 
portrays his message as “the word of God” (Adyov 80d) (1 Thess. 
2:13). His writings are authoritative and binding (2 Thess. 2:15) and 
he speaks on equal authority as Christ (1 Cor. 7:12).?! Hence, the 
apostles put their writings on equal authority with past revelation. 
They believed they operate on the same level as the prophets. 


. However, the apostles do not merely claim they parallel the prophets 
but also claim to continue their work. They claim to have the gift of 
prophecy, which carries an association with their Old Testament 
counterparts (cf. Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:10; 1 Thess. 5:20; Rev. 1:3).” 
Paul discusses this in his own ministry (cf. 1 Cor. 14:37). He points 
out any prophet would acknowledge that his letter to the Corinthians 
is a prophetic utterance.” John also argues his own work in 
Revelation is a result of prophecy (Rev. 1:3). Beale observes that 
this denotes the notion of “divine disclosure demanding an ethical 
response, in line with OT ‘prophecy’. Osborne similarly argues 
that this means Revelation is “linked with OT prophetic works.” 
The use of the language of prophecy in the apostles’ writings 
indicates they viewed these writings as a continuation of the work of 
the prophets. 


5. For this very reason, at times, the New Testament apostles cast their 
callings in light of the callings of the prophetic predecessors. Paul 
and John are case in point. As scholars have observed, Paul’s calling 
on the Damascus Road has similarities with Isaiah, Ezekiel, and 
Daniel.” Likewise, John’s commissioning imitates Ezekiel’s calling 
in that both eat a scroll (Rev. 10:19—10; cf. Ezek. 3:1). It also seems 
to incorporate the experiences of Daniel (Rev. 1:13—14; cf. Dan. 
10:5—6) and Isaiah (Rev. 1:20; cf. Isa. 49:2) in how they all see 
God’s glory in Christ.’ 


Overall, the apostles in a variety of ways describe themselves as the 
continuation of the prophets. This is significant. The apostles do not view 
themselves as deviating from the prophets. Rather, they continually align 
themselves with the prophets. Such an overarching mentality argues taht the 
apostles believed they stood in complete solidarity with the prophets and 
thereby continued their hermeneutic and logic. 


Intertextual Practices 

The apostles not only claim to maintain the prophets’ intent and that 
they are the prophets continued, but they also practice what they preach. 
They engage in the intertextuality of the prophetic hermeneutic. We can 
detect this by simply observing how they juxtapose Old Testament Scripture 
in their writings. This provides a preliminary indication that the apostles 
read the Old Testament intertextually, just like their predecessors. 

We have seen this in prior examples.” In Romans 9:27—28, Paul weaves 
a series of Old Testament texts together from Isaiah 10:22; 28:22, and 
Hosea 1:10 (Hos. 2:1; Hebrew). The author of Hebrews does something 
similar by quoting Psalms 2:7, 45:6-7, 102:26, and 110:1 about the Messiah 
(cf. Heb. 1:4-14). He also collates Genesis 2:2, Psalm 95:8—-10, and the 
book of Numbers together in his discussion on rest (cf. Heb. 4:4—10). These 
already provide evidence that, like their prophetic counterparts, the apostles 
read Old Testament Scripture together. 

Such practice is quite widespread. The opening of Mark correlates 
Malachi 3:1 with Isaiah 40:3.? James, in Acts 15:15—18, collates a series of 
passages including Amos 9:11—12, Obadiah 17, Zechariah 8:21—22, and 
Isaiah 45:21.°° Along with his sermon, James’ epistle (James 1:9—11) also 
utilizes imagery from Isaiah 40:6-8, Psalms 49:16—-17, 103:15—16, and 


Jeremiah 9:23—24.*' Furthermore, Peter’s sermon in Acts does something 
similar by reading Psalm 16:10 with 2 Samuel 7:13—14, Psalm 89:3, as well 
as Psalm 110:1. In Peter’s epistles, the apostle stitches together two Old 
Testament texts that deal with Christ as a rock of stumbling and offense (1 
Peter 2:6—8; cf. Ps. 118:22; Isa. 28:16). He also discusses the nature of 
God’s people by combining Exodus 19:6 and Hosea 1:10 (1 Peter 2:9-10). 
Scholars have recognized that the texts cited by Peter (particularly Ps. 
118:22; Isa. 28:16) have linguistic connections in and of themselves.*” Peter 
recognized the associations already present in the Old Testament. He 
recapitulated the prophets’ work. Although we already mentioned Paul 
above, we can also observe how Galatians provides another example of 
collating Scripture. Paul discusses the story of Hagar and Sarah mentioned 
in Genesis 16:1—16. Along with that text, he also cites Genesis 21:10—12 
and Isaiah 54:1, both of which mention Sarah. 

The book of Revelation is a masterpiece of reading Scripture together. 
For instance, John’s vision of the heavenly court in Revelation 4—5 echoes 
the visions of Isaiah (6:1—3), Ezekiel (1:1-28; 43:1-5), and Daniel (7:9— 
14).*3 As I have suggested in another work, that is probably because those 
Old Testament texts already alluded to each other.** Similarly John, later on 
in the book, pulls together prophecies from Daniel (Rev. 13:1; cf. Dan. 7:8), 
Isaiah (Rev. 6:15—16; cf. Isa. 2:10, 19), Ezekiel (Rev. 19:17—21; cf. Ezek. 
38-39), and Zechariah (Rev. 11:1; cf. Zech. 2:1). In essence, he provides us 
a more synoptic presentation of the eschatologies found in various Old 
Testament books. 

All of this illustrates that the apostles did not read and write about the 
Old Testament atomistically but rather intertextually, a practice done by the 
prophets. They seem thereby to approach Scripture the same way as their 
predecessors. Such activity was not isolated. Rather, the list above includes 
Mark, James, Peter, Paul, the author of Hebrews, and John—some of the 
most major writers of the New Testament. This provides initial evidence 
that the prophets’ approach to Scripture undergirds the New Testament 
authors in general. 

We can illustrate the apostles’ intertexutal reading of Scripture another 
way. Intertextuality does not only occur within individual passages, themes, 
or motifs. It also formulates a grander narrative of Scripture (cf. Pss. 78; 
105-6; Dan. 9:1-19; Neh. 9:1-38). We observed that redemptive history 
was a key part of the prophets’ rationale. They were not merely focused 


upon their present circumstances but wrote with awareness of the big 
picture of God’s plan. The apostles continue this story line from the Old 
Testament into the New. They thereby continued this aspect of the prophets’ 
intertextual rationale. The speeches of Paul and Stephen in Acts are case in 
point (cf. 7:1-53; 13:13-41). The way the prophets discussed Israel’s 
history corresponds to the way they discuss it as well. In addition, Paul also 
refers to redemptive history for the way he understands the function of the 
law, gospel, Christ, and the church in Romans 1-3; Ephesians 1; and 
Galatians 3-4. All of those passages revolve around the story line of 
Scripture moving from Old to New Testament. 

We can also observe this in the Gospels. Matthew continues the story 
line begun by Moses. The gospel writer begins his work with a genealogy 
or toledoth, which matches what Moses did. Originally, part of Moses’s 
purpose behind the genealogies of Genesis (and then later on in Ruth 4:13- 
22) was to trace the line of the Seed. Matthew shows the final genealogy 
and thereby finishes what Moses began. Luke’s genealogy (3:23—38) does 
something similar. We observed that a second Adam concept was part of 
Genesis 3:15.*° Luke’s genealogy seems to focus on that aspect and link 
Jesus back with Adam who is the Son of God (Luke 3:38).*° Luke’s gospel 
then also continues the story line begun from Genesis.*’ 

We could provide more examples. In fact, the rest of this chapter and 
the next will be spent in part further illustrating the continuity between the 
prophets and apostles on a more complex level. However, I hope the 
discussion above provides more overt evidence that the activity of the 
apostles mirrored their prophetic counterparts. Both of them read Scripture 
in its interconnectedness. Both of them also understood that such 
cohesiveness produced a unified story line. Accordingly, these practices 
testify that the apostles continue the work of the prophets. 


Synthesis 

If it looks like a duck, swims like a duck, and quacks like a duck, then it 
probably is a duck. We can apply a similar logic to the situation of the 
apostles. If the apostles claim to build upon the prophets’ intent and logic, if 
they depict themselves as the prophets continued, and if they actually read 
the Scriptures intertextually like the prophets, then most likely they 
continue the prophetic hermeneutic. The evidence suggests the apostles 


highly aligned themselves with the prophets as opposed to viewing 
themselves as distinct. 

As I have stated above, such evidence is preliminary; nonetheless, it is 
still significant. These observations collectively evidence that the apostles 
thought they were advancing the work of the prophets as opposed to going 
off on another trajectory. While they could have been disingenuous, for us 
to look at their use of the Old Testament to find hermeneutical discontinuity 
would be disingenuous of us. If the apostles claim to base their ideas upon 
the Old Testament and appeared to read the Old Testament as their 
predecessors did, we should be more inclined to look at their work in that 
light as opposed to automatically assuming otherwise. Thus, the apostles’ 
assertions give us a platform to see whether the continuation of the 
prophetic hermeneutic helps to fill out the apostles’ rationale. After all, they 
claimed to think in this way. We just need to see if they actually did what 
they said. 


REMOVING OBJECTIONS TO CONTINUITY 


With that in mind, we can turn and deal with objections against the 
continuity of the prophetic and apostolic hermeneutic. The above evidence 
might have been more compelling or even sufficient were it not for the 
many problem passages. These texts rightly give many some pause. As just 
stated, we need to ask, “Do they do what they claimed?” Do the apostles go 
beyond the original meaning (or ideas) of the Old Testament writers? Or, do 
they make a legitimate inference (significance) based upon what was 
originally established? Those questions are particularly key in investigating 
these examples. 

As also just mentioned, we should give the apostles a chance as well. If 
they indicated they continued the prophets’ intertextual rationale, we should 
see if going down that road actually works to solve these difficult passages. 
If it does, then we can show the apostles did what they said they did. 
Consequently, that means the apostles rightly used the Old Testament. The 
apostles may have provided new information but that was within the 
boundaries of legitimate application. 

Like in the previous chapter, the analysis below is not the first to 
address these texts. A plethora of resources exist that have dealt with these 
and more.** This again evidences that these supposed problem texts are not 


impossible obstacles. There are reasonable solutions to each of them and 
thus, the notion of hermeneutical continuity is not unreasonable. 

My approach in this section is to go through the most difficult cases that 
have been pointed out to me over the years. In the process, I believe we will 
not only remove objections against hermeneutical continuity but also see 
further examples of how the prophets’ work fills in the apostles’ rationale. 


A Note on Fulfillment Formulas 

One of the biggest dilemmas in the New Testament’s use of the Old 
concerns the use of the term “fulfilled” (xAnpdw).*? When an Old Testament 
text is “fulfilled,” we often read that to mean a prediction about a future 
event has taken place. However, the problem is the New Testament writers 
use this introduction for Old Testament texts that are not foretelling 
prophecies. Hosea 11:1 in Matthew 2:15 is one case in point, and there are 
other possible examples (e.g., Matt. 2:18; cf. Jer. 31:15). So to some, while 
the New Testament introductory formulas claim to be grounded upon the 
Old, they really deviate from that upon further examination. 

However, Carson, Thomas, and Moo rightly suggest we might be 
reading the term “fulfilled” with the wrong force or emphasis.*° There are 
examples where the apostles claim certain nonforetelling texts are 
“fulfilled” in ways that are not controversial. For example, James 2:23 
claims Abraham’s that near-sacrifice of Isaac (Gen. 22:1—19) fulfills 
“Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him as righteousness” (cf. 
Gen. 15:6). In context, James does not claim Genesis 15:6 was a prophecy. 
Rather, the fulfillment centers on how Abraham’s works exhibited the 
maturation of his faith (vv. 21-22, note the use of teAe16w).*! In that case, 
fulfillment refers to the fruition of certain theological concepts. In addition, 
a similar logic revolves around the notion of “fulfilling the law.” For 
instance, Jesus fulfilled the law in that he brought about the culmination of 
all that the law stood for (Matt. 5:17). Fulfilling the law also pertains to 
the idea of one living out all the law truly demands (cf. Gal. 6:2).* 
Fulfillment in these cases is not prediction-actualization strictly speaking. 
Rather, they deal with the working-out and accomplishing of the 
ramifications of prior revelation.“4 

This evidence may provide us insight into what the apostles meant when 
they said “fulfilled.” To be sure, at times, prediction-actualization may 
occur but that is a subset of the larger category of the working out of the 


theology of a passage. Put in terms of the prophetic to apostolic 
hermeneutic, perhaps the apostles were not always claiming a prophecy 
being fulfilled but the completion or full development of the work of their 
prophetic predecessors. The theology has been brought to its fullest 
maturation. If this is the case, we should be careful not to foist our idea of 
fulfillment over their claim. This does not resolve all the issues but is a 
helpful consideration as we go through the following examples. 


A Note on Luke 24:25-27 and John 11:51 

Some may point out how Luke 24:25-27 seems to state Christ 
interpreted the Old Testament in light of himself. From this, one might 
claim a new (Christocentric) reading of Scripture ensues.* I can point out 
two important observations about this. First, the text does not say Jesus read 
all the Scripture as about himself. It states he expounded the things 
concerning himself that are throughout all the Scriptures. The claim is not 
that everything in Scripture is about Christ but rather that Jesus walked 
through the Old Testament to show the pertinent passages about himself.*° 
Second, our Lord states his companions are slow to believe what the 
prophets have spoken (Luke 24:25). Christ affirms that the prophets have 
spoken clearly about his suffering and glory (Luke 24:26). He thereby 
affirms the prophets’ knowledge and intentionality about him.“ Luke 
24:25-27 does not imply a new hermeneutic but upholds the prophetic 
hermeneutic. 

In addition, some may point out “speaking better than one knows” is a 
category within the Scripture. After all, Caiaphas speaks better than he 
knows (John 11:51) and so the prophets may speak better than they know 
(cf. 1 Peter 1:11-12).“° I do not disagree that the “category” exists in 
Scripture, but we can make two massive qualifications. First, as Kaiser 
observes, Caiaphas’ act of “speaking better than one knows” is an ironic 
reversal. The high priest, in his attempt to oppose Christ, actually 
prophesies about Jesus’s victory.” This type of “speaking better than one 
knows” is far different than what others propose. I do not think people 
would argue that God uses the prophets to speak “better than they knew” in 
the same way Caiaphas did. Second, along that line, unlike other statements 
(cf. 2 Peter 1:20-21), which deal directly with how God works in the 
biblical writers, Caiaphas is not one of those individuals. John 11:51 is not 
dealing with the way God operates when the Spirit guides the inspired 


writers. Thus, to argue that this text relates to the apostles would demand 
some other text to support this. Accordingly, one might inductively try to 
argue for the prophets “speaking better than they knew,” but John 11:51 is 
not a deductive prooftext for it. 


Resolution from Previous Examples 

I began to address some of the most difficult passages in the previous 
chapters. These include the examples of Hosea 11:1 in Matthew 2:15 (see 
chapter 4), how the vine motif continues into Matthew 21:33-46 (see 
chapter 3), the “rock” in 1 Corinthians 10:4 (see chapter 4), and how the 
seed of Genesis 3:15 is used by Paul in Galatians 3:16 (see chapter 3). I will 
not rehash all the argumentation but allow the previous analysis to lead us 
to some resolutions at this juncture. 


Matthew’s Use of Hosea 11:1 in Matthew 2:15 

As discussed, Matthew’s use of Hosea is a difficult text. Hosea has used 
the Exodus to talk of a new Exodus led by a new David. Because the 
Messiah leads the Exodus, he functions also in the role of Moses. Does 
Matthew at all link with this logic? 

Fundamentally, Matthew desires to talk of Jesus as a new David. His 
opening genealogy states as much (Matt. 1:1). In addition, quite a few 
scholars note that in Matthew’s use of Hosea, Jesus parallels Israel.” That is 
an important observation, for it shows how Jesus has the same solidarity 
with his people as David had. As discussed, David was God’s son as he 
represented God’s son Israel. In the same way, Matthew shows how Jesus is 
God’s son in parallel with God’s son Israel. This too affirms Jesus is the 
true David, the true representative king of Israel.°' Within this, Matthew 
desires to depict Jesus not only as the true David but a sort of new Moses. 
Allison notes numerous parallels between Moses and Jesus in Matthew’s 
gospel.” For instance, both Christ and Moses give the law from a mountain 
(Ex. 19:1-25; Matt. 5-7). Both also sojourn in the wilderness (Ex. 2:21—22; 
Matt. 4:1-11). An additional parallel is in the immediate context of 
Matthew’s use of Hosea 11:1. Just as God delivered Moses from Pharaoh 
who desired to kill the baby boys (Ex. 2:1—10), so God delivered Jesus from 
Herod who also desired to kill the baby boys (Matt. 2:1-14). Accordingly, 
Matthew’s use of Hosea relates to Jesus being one who takes on Moses’s 
role. He will be the one who spearheads Israel’s New Exodus as proven by 


the events surrounding his birth and, as Matthew will later discuss, as 
proven by his own death at Passover (cf. Matt. 26:26—30).>? 

Accordingly, Matthew’s context fits very well with the concepts Hosea 
has lined up in his text. Hosea has anticipated a new Exodus led by a new 
David and Moses, and Matthew has shown how these concepts are working 
out in redemptive history. Arguably, this is precisely why Matthew chose to 
cite Hosea. After all, if Matthew was just making an arbitrary forced 
connection with the Exodus, why not choose a more obvious text from that 
book? Citing Exodus 4:22 would have even provided the concepts of 
sonship and the Exodus. Instead, with a focus upon a new David and Moses 
as well as a new Exodus, Matthew wanted to talk about the Exodus in a 
very specific way, the same way Hosea did. Hence, he expresses how Hosea 
11:1 is “fulfilled” or “accomplished.” God’s love for Israel in the first 
Exodus has driven him to work out what is required for the new Exodus. 
Matthew observes how God has provided for that in his Son. God has 
providentially declared Jesus is the leader and securer of that new Exodus. 
Matthew’s very choice of text shows how the prophetic hermeneutic 
continues into the apostolic hermeneutic. 


Jesus ’s Use of Isaiah 5 in Matthew 21:33-44 

Jesus tells a parable based upon the vine in Isaiah 5. However, in 
appealing to that text, he diverges from the metaphor. In Isaiah 5, Israel is 
the vine but in Matthew, Jesus makes the vineyard representative of God’s 
covenant blessings (21:43). In our Lord’s story, the leaders of Israel are the 
wicked tenants who hijack the vineyard (21:45). The deviation from the 
original metaphor makes some wonder if Jesus transformed the meaning of 
Isaiah 5.4 

To be sure, Jesus’s use of Isaiah 5 does not merely restate the original 
metaphor. However, that does not mean Jesus misapplied Isaiah 5. From our 
discussion, we recall Isaiah (and Asaph before him) desired the vine 
metaphor be adapted to correspond to Israel’s spiritual state. Hence, in the 
Old Testament, the vine metaphor began with a strong vine (Ps. 80:14) and 
then moved to one that produced disgusting fruit (Isa. 5:2—4) and then to 
one that was evaluated based upon the wood of the vine (Ezek. 15:2-3). 

Jesus continues the progression. He now adapts the metaphor to fit his 
audience as well as to lure them into confessing their guilt. At this time, 
Israel is certainly not producing fruit (Matt. 3:8) but they think they are (cf. 


Matt. 23:3-7). They fall right into Jesus’s trap and thereby proclaim that 
God is just to take away the kingdom from them to give to another nation 
(Matt. 21:43).°° Interestingly enough, Isaiah intended the vine metaphor to 
trick Israel to confessing their guilt. In this way, Jesus’s use of the vine 
metaphor actually does not reinterpret Isaiah 5 but rather follows the 
trajectory stemming from how Isaiah desired his metaphor to be applied. 


Paul’s Use of Rock in I Corinthians 10:4 

Paul claims the rock in the wilderness was Christ in 1 Corinthians 10:4. 
Some claim this was based upon a rabbinic tradition and has no basis in the 
Old Testament.” Did Paul reinterpret the Old Testament? 

We observed the prophets, starting with Moses, asserted God was the 
Rock leading Israel in the wilderness who provided for them from a rock 
(cf. Deut. 32:4). Within this, they implied the second person of the Trinity 
may be involved since Moses and later writers equate the Rock with the 
Angel of YHWH and the Messiah (cf. Ex. 14:19; 23:20-23; Isa. 28:16; 
Zech. 3:9). With that, Paul’s statement that Christ was the Rock who 
accompanied and provided for Israel is reasonable (1 Cor. 10:4).°’ 

In addition, in context, Paul’s rationale does not merely focus upon 
Jesus as Rock. He parallels Israel’s experience in the wilderness with the 
church (cf. 1 Cor. 10:1—6). His use of their wilderness wanderings mirrors 
that of the Old Testament. In Psalms 95:7—11 and 78:8, the prophets apply 
Israel’s failures in the wilderness to the current generation. They were to 
learn and not be like their fathers. Paul continues that exact exhortation in 1 
Corinthians 10. 

Thus, Paul’s claims about Christ as well as his contextual exhortations 
to the Corinthians are all based upon how the prophets developed and 
applied the texts of the Old Testament. As opposed to coming up with new 
ideas that the Old Testament never implied, Paul squarely follows what his 
predecessors meant in their writings as well as how they applied them. 
Their rationale has become his own. 


Paul’s Use of Seed in Galatians 3:16 

Paul’s use of seed in Galatians 3:16 has been controversial. He argues 
the term does not refer to a plural group (seeds) but rather to Christ (seed). 
Is this in the original context of Genesis? In response, we have seen the 
prophets have used “seed” quite extensively. This has its origins in Genesis 


3:15 where the context is both corporate and messianic in nature. Both ideas 
are picked up in the Abrahamic covenant. God promises Abraham he would 
make the patriarch into a great nation with numerous descendants (Gen. 
12:2). This promise also included the ultimate offspring who would make 
all of this possible: Christ (cf. 22:18). Moses uses nouns and verbs in the 
singular to make that precise point. Alexander observes how the prophets 
follow that grammatical pattern and even more explicitly explain how the 
Seed would fulfill God’s plan (cf. Ps. 72:9; Mic. 7:17).°? 

Paul’s reading of “seed” in Galatians 3:16 is sensitive to Moses’s intent. 
The apostle does not negate the plurality of seed by this statement. He 
acknowledges the promise entails numerous descendants elsewhere (cf. 
Rom. 4:18). Nevertheless, the apostle is aware of another important strand 
of thought in Moses’s writing about the messianic Seed. That is picked up 
by the prophets and maintained by Paul. All of this demonstrates how 
carefully the apostle read the Old Testament, with precision down to the 
word. 


Matthew’s Use of Jeremiah 31:15 in Matthew 2:18 

Jeremiah 31:15 discusses how Rachel weeps for her children from 
Ramah. Matthew uses that text to describe the moment when Herod kills 
the children in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:18). Since Jeremiah 31:15 in context 
seems to be a reflection on the past deportation of Israel, some suggest 
Matthew is taking the text out of its original context. 

While Jeremiah 31:15 itself does recall history, its function in context is 
more complicated.®! Jeremiah 31:15 uses Israel’s past deportation to 
describe the entire era of exile. Several reasons support this. First, Rachel’s 
weeping (7324) is a participle denoting characteristic action. Based upon 
this, Thompson contends Rachel’s weeping might have begun with Israel’s 
initial deportation but it continues. Second, along this line, God 
commands Rachel to stop weeping (Jer. 31:16) in the context of the new 
covenant (Jer. 31:31). This reaffirms Rachel’s crying continues to the 
future. Her grief pervades the entire period of exile until it ends with the 
establishment of the new covenant. 

Third, other books have or will use the motifs of Jeremiah 31:15 to 
describe other parts of exile. Jeremiah introduces Rachel, the mother of the 
mothers of Israel, weeping. That motif of mothers and the loss of children is 
a repeated descriptor of the exile (cf. Lam. 2:12). Similarly, Ramah is a 


place that marks repeated exilic events. Jeremiah himself uses Ramah to 
discuss not only the exile of the northern kingdom but also the deportation 
of the southern kingdom (40:1). Other prophecies have used this location to 
discuss the massive disaster of exile from beginning (Hos. 5:8) to end (Isa. 
10:29). Thus, the components of Jeremiah 31:15 have applied to various 
stages of exile. This too supports that the text is a description of the grief of 
all of exile. It relates to multiple instances of what takes place during that 
era. 

Accordingly, Matthew is quite reasonable in his use of the Old 
Testament. He shows another case of what Jeremiah 31:15 is talking about: 
the pain of exile for Israel’s mothers and their children. However, 
Matthew shows what Jeremiah 31:15 discusses has reached a critical point; 
it is “fulfilled.” This is not only due to the pain of Israel’s abuse but also 
because of the arrival of the Branch prophesied by Jeremiah to bring about 
restoration and the new covenant (Matt. 2:23; cf. Isa. 11:1; Jer. 23:5; 
Nazarene can mean “branch”).® As Carson states, the tears of Rachel in 
Jeremiah “are climaxed and ended by the tears of the mothers of 
Bethlehem. The heir to David’s throne has come, the Exile is over, the true 
Son of God has arrived, and he will introduce the new covenant (26:24) 
promised by Jeremiah.” 

In this way, Matthew continues the motif of exilic suffering, which was 
found originally in Jeremiah 31:15 and maintained by the prophets. He also 
understands the predictive elements surrounding Jeremiah 31:15 and 
demonstrates how climactic exilic suffering gives way to the One who has 
come to end the lonely exile. Matthew again is rigorously contextual. 


Matthew’s Use of Zechariah 11:4—9 in Matthew 27:6-10 

Matthew appeals to Zechariah 11:4—9 in discussing the death of Judas. 
He claims this fulfills the prophecy from Jeremiah where people would take 
thirty pieces of silver to buy a potter’s field (Matt. 27:6—-10). Two major 
issues revolve around Matthew’s use of Zechariah. The first matter 
concerns whether the text in Zechariah was prophetic to begin with. The 
second matter is why Matthew quotes from Zechariah, yet states that it 
came from Jeremiah. Did Matthew forget where the scriptural text was 
from? 

We will first address the former question. Is Zechariah 11:4-9 a 
prophecy of the future? Some commentators point out the shepherd in 


Zechariah 11:4—9 was Zechariah and so he acted out something depicting 
present realities.” Numerous difficulties (and thereby numerous views) 
exist in identifying what Zechariah depicts.® Although the issues are 
complex, a good argument can be made that Zechariah intended chapter 11 
to portray future realities. First, Zechariah has used individuals of his time 
to portray a future messianic individual. For example, he casts Joshua the 
priest as an analogy of the Messiah by calling him the “Branch” and 
“Servant” (Zech. 3:1-10; 6:9-15). He may also do something similar with 
Zerubbabel (Zech. 4:7). Zechariah’s own actions as a “shepherd” follows 
this pattern of using present characters to depict future realities. Second, the 
context of Zechariah 11:9 has a consistently predictive element. In addition 
to prophecies throughout the book (cf. Zech. 3:8—10; 6:9-15; 8:1—23), the 
specific section of Zechariah 9-11 is highly eschatological (cf. Zech. 9:11— 
17; 10:5-7). Even in the same chapter, Zechariah seems to predict the fall 
of Jerusalem in 70 Ap.” The context suggests Zechariah 11 should portray 
the future. Finally, scholars acknowledge Zechariah 11 reflects Ezekiel 34 
because of their discussion of the shepherd using highly similar wording.” 
Since Ezekiel explicitly states the shepherd is the new David (Ezek. 34:23), 
Zechariah is also speaking about this same individual. Thus, broad, 
immediate, and intertextual context indicates Zechariah’s speech-act is one 
that portrays future events about the Messiah. Accordingly, as Klein 
concludes, the use of Zechariah itself in Matthew is reasonable. It is 
prediction-actualization.” 

The more substantial problem is the second major issue. Matthew does 
not claim he cites Zechariah but rather Jeremiah. Although Matthew may 
rightly understand the meaning of the words in context, did he forget where 
the quote actually came from? Some of the solutions include that the 
apostle stated “Jeremiah” as a catchphrase for all the prophets or that 
Jeremiah was the title to a section of the Old Testament.” However, 
Matthew does not typically do this. He claims to quote from Isaiah (Matt. 
3:3; 4:14) and Jeremiah (Matt. 2:17) and does so correctly. 

As with the example of Hosea above, Matthew’s choice of passage and 
wording is intentional. It is an indicator to how he reasons. Is there a reason 
why Matthew cites Zechariah but claims it comes from Jeremiah? 
Blomberg points out this is probably the use of a juxtaposition or 
conflation.” Like we observed earlier, the New Testament writers 
juxtaposed Old Testament texts together. This was akin to how their Old 


Testament counterparts read previous revelation intertextually. Matthew 
may have been thinking through Jeremiah and Zechariah together. This 
particularly makes sense, since he mentions “blood of the innocent” (aia 
åðğov; v. 4) and the “potter” (tod Kepapéwe; v. 7), terms found in Jeremiah 
19:1-13.’° So Matthew is likely thinking of Zechariah 11, Jeremiah 19, as 
well as some other texts in Jeremiah that deal with the potter (Jer. 18:1- 
11). Thus, Matthew’s statement about Jeremiah is to alert his readers of 
how he reads Zechariah with Jeremiah. 

However, is that warranted? Put differently, did Matthew impose this 
connection, or did he recognize an already existing connection? The 
prophetic hermeneutic now comes into play. Zechariah 11:13 discusses how 
God commanded Zechariah to throw his wages (thirty pieces of silver) to 
the potter. We should wonder why Zechariah discusses the potter to begin 
with (11:13). The detail is seemingly superfluous. Why does YHWH 
command Zechariah to throw the money fo the potter as opposed to merely 
casting the money away? 

The specific Hebrew phrase “the potter” (xi) only occurs in two 
texts: Jeremiah 18-19 and Zechariah 11:13.78 In Jeremiah, the potter was an 
individual whom God used to illustrate his sovereign judgment in exile. 
God can deal with Israel like the potter deals with clay (18:6). The Lord 
also smashes a vessel made by the potter to show his judgment against his 
people (19:11). In this way, the potter is somewhat like the “grim reaper.” 
As the grim reaper is an emblem of death, so the potter is an emblem of 
judgment and exile. By alluding to the potter, Zechariah’s prophecy reminds 
the people their rejection of the Shepherd will lead them further into exile 
as opposed to out of it. In fact, Zechariah states as a result of the rejection 
of the true Shepherd, Israel will encounter a false leader, a foolish shepherd 
(Zech. 11:15) who will cause great devastation for the nation (Zech. 11:16). 
Zechariah builds upon the theology of exile first presented in Jeremiah. He 
shows the ramifications of Jeremiah’s prediction for all of Israel’s exile. 

Matthew picks up on this stream of logic. As noted, he crafts his 
natrative to include not only elements of Zechariah but also Jeremiah 
(compare Matt. 27:4-7; Jer. 19:1—13). In context, Israel had hoped for a 
Messiah to lead them out of foreign oppression. When Jesus offered the 
forgiveness of sin, they rejected him. However, in doing so, the irony is 
clear: They actually plunged themselves deeper into exile. The money went 


to the potter, the “grim reaper” of exile. God’s plan advances just as 
Jeremiah and Zechariah explained.” 

Thus, Matthew is not bizarre. His mention of Jeremiah is strategic. It 
helps one trace a theology of exile from Jeremiah through Zechariah into 
the time of Christ’s first advent. Within this, the prophetic hermeneutic 
functioned in two ways to help anchor Matthew’s interpretation. It 
demonstrates Zechariah’s words were indeed foretelling about the Messiah 
(e.g., Zechariah’s use of Shepherd and Ezek. 34). Even more, Zechariah’s 
use of Jeremiah helped to bring out a theology of exile that Matthew in turn 
advances. Matthew by a series of textual clues draws the reader to this 
chain of texts. The prophetic hermeneutic continues into the apostolic 
hermeneutic thereby. 


John’s Use of Psalms in John 19 

John claims a variety of psalms (22:18; 34:20; 69:21) are fulfilled in our 
Lord’s death (cf. John 19:24, 28, 36). However, some question whether 
David, who experienced and wrote about these sufferings, knew Jesus 
would experience the same. Aside from the possibility that one of those 
passages (Ps. 22) could be a messianic prophecy, we can make the 
following observations.*° 

First, when John speaks of “fulfillment” I defer to my earlier comments 
on fulfillment. Just because such language is used does not demand 
prophecy is involved. It rather fundamentally speaks to the accomplishment 
of the intent of past revelation.*! Hence, John is not necessarily making a 
claim that all the texts he quotes are predictions of Jesus’s death (although 
in some cases that could be true).*” 

Second, as I have commented before, comprehensive knowledge of a 
future ramification is not required for a text to be used per the original 
author’s intent. A sound application occurs when one draws a legitimate 
inference from the range of implications intended by the author. This occurs 
regardless of whether the author knew the precise way his reader would 
respond. When we presently live out John’s command to love one another, 
we still abide by what his text intends, whether or not he consciously knew 
of us and/or the specific actions we would do to fulfill that command. Thus, 
the hermeneutical issue is proving whether David set up implications that 
John legitimately drew from. 


Third, the intertextuality of the Old Testament helps to show how David 
intended his text to go in that direction. Johnston’s study on Psalms is 
helpful in this discussion. He shows that certain psalms can provide insight 
into royal Davidic ideology and thereby are relatable to Christ. The 
following builds a case for that general rationale. Fundamentally, David 
wrote the psalms with general applicability for any in the community. After 
all, they corporately sing his works and reiterate his sentiments. Thus, his 
righteous suffering intends to be recapitulated to some degree by other 
righteous sufferers. We not only use the psalms today in this manner but 
others do so in the Old Testament like Jonah (Jonah 2:4—7; cf. Ps. 69:1—2) 
and Habakkuk (Hab. 3:1—13; cf. Ps. 68:19-21). Accordingly, David’s intent 
already grounds the applicability of these psalms to Christ. Jesus fulfills the 
concept of the righteous sufferer and that may be John’s point. 

The connection may be more specific than that. Davidic psalms often 
pull from the promises made to David in the Davidic covenant (e.g., Ps. 
18:43-50; cf. 2 Sam. 7:9-14).® This intertextual connection indicates these 
psalms are not just David’s personal reflections about his pain but rather in 
part expositions about the nature of the Davidic covenant itself. Thus, 
certain psalms expound upon suffering as part of a theology of the Davidic 
covenant. This of course makes David’s psalms particularly pertinent to any 
Davidic king, because they all are under that covenant. However, we can 
take this one step further. In other psalms David knows that the Messiah 
will fulfill the Davidic covenant (Ps. 110:1—3; cf. 2:7; 72:1-20).*° With that, 
David writes about the theology of the Davidic covenant and suffering fully 
aware that this covenant with its associated theology will comes to a climax 
in Christ. David’s psalms then, at bare minimum, are inherently applicable 
to David’s ultimate kin, if not something more. 

This trajectory is maintained and sharpened when we understand the 
prophets cast the Messiah as a new David (Hos. 3:5) who does recapitulate 
his life in certain regards (cf. Mic. 5:2). Later prophets also use these 
psalms to describe the sufferings of Messiah (Isa. 53:3; cf. Ps. 22:6). This 
evidences the prophets read the psalms understanding their bearing upon 
David’s ultimate descendant and via new revelation further expound upon 
those details. The prophetic hermeneutic refines a particular ramification of 
past theology with a view toward the New Testament. 

Again, these components do not demand David wrote with the complete 
knowledge of how Jesus would die. However, David wrote his text in a way 


that is inherently applicable to Christ. He was aware his work would have 
ramifications upon any Davidic king including the Messiah. The prophets 
pick up on this and provide more detail of how that would work out. God 
allows John to follow this logic and observe the precise (yet heightened) 
recapitulation of David’s woe in our Lord’s suffering. Thus, John applies 
the text reasonably and legitimately to that occasion. He sees and points out 
how all the suffering associated with the Davidic covenant is fulfilled. 

As we conclude this particular discussion, I can point out that the 
intertextuality of the Psalms (particularly with the Davidic covenant) can 
also help in other instances (cf. Acts 1:20; cf. Ps. 69:25; 109:8).°’ In 
addition, I should comment upon one more example because it illustrates 
the interconnectedness of the Old Testament. In John 19:36, John observes 
that no bone in Christ’s body was broken, and claims that fulfills the 
Scripture. John technically does not provide his source for this quotation. 
Thus, some scholars argue it refers to the Passover lamb in Exodus 12:46 
and Numbers 9:12.88 That certainly makes sense given the context of the 
crucifixion.®” Others, though, argue John alludes to Psalm 34:20, which 
talks about how God will deliver the righteous.” Which text does John refer 
to? As K6stenberger proposes, the apostle probably alludes to both 
intertextual lines of thought in the Old Testament.”! They are not mutually 
exclusive, since in Isaiah 53 the sacrificial lamb imagery is used (Isa. 53:5— 
7) in the context of the chastisement and deliverance of a righteous Davidic 
king (Isa. 53:4—5; cf. 2 Sam. 7:13-14).”* Again, Psalm 34:20, Exodus 12:46, 
and Numbers 9:12 do not explicitly predict Jesus’s death but they do 
discuss theological ideas that are legitimately tied with our Lord’s death in 
Isaiah. The New Testament continues this line of thought. John’s use of the 
Old Testament is quite reasonable when the prophetic hermeneutic is 
factored in. 


Peter’s and Paul’s Use of Psalm 16:10 in Acts 2:26—28; 13:35 

Both Peter and Paul appeal to Psalm 16 in Acts. In fact, they read the 
psalm essentially the exact same way. Both use it as an Old Testament 
support and prophecy that Jesus was to be raised from the dead (cf. Acts 
2:27-32; 13:35). Peter even claims David knew this being a prophet (Acts 
2:27-32). 

The question is whether their use of Psalm 16 coincides with David’s 
original intent. Scholars argue the psalm deals with David’s immediate 


situation and has nothing to do with resurrection or Messiah. Is David 
speaking better than he knew? Did Peter and Paul use the psalm 
noncontextually? 

We may initially observe David’s words do not seem to pertain to his 
immediate situation. The language of being abandoned (ary + 7) indicates 
one is left behind.” Hence, not being “abandoned to Sheol” does not 
describe David avoiding death. Rather, it assumes he has entered death and 
that God will not leave him there but bring him out. This is language of 
resurrection, a concept which the next verse may reiterate since it talks 
about being in God’s presence forever (MX) p `a nin 3, Ps. 16:11). 
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Furthermore, if Psalm 16 merely dealt with the immediate situation, 
David’s confidence here would be strange. In other psalms, David is 
confident of the opposite: He can and will go down to Sheol (18:6; 30:4; 
86:13; 116:3; 141:7). How can he say one thing in Psalm 16 but the 
opposite in other psalms? The simplest solution is that he speaks of two 
different matters. The other psalms deal with David’s fear in his immediate 
situation but Psalm 16:10 deals with his confidence in his final destiny. 
Psalm 16:10 by its language and comparison with other psalms deals with 
resurrection. 

In addition, Psalm 16 not only deals with resurrection but also Messiah. 
Psalm 16:10 speaks of God’s holy one (7°97). While “holy one” is relatively 
frequent, God’s holy one (e.g., “Your holy one” or “His holy one”) seems to 
be a more unique title. It never refers to David but does explicitly refer to 
the Messiah (1 ‚im wy Sam. 2:9-10). Some may still object, arguing the 
parallelism of Psalm 16:10 seems to identify the “holy one” with David 
himself. However, the objection is not necessarily true. Psalm 4:3 [Heb., v. 
4] mentions “holy one” (7°04) and David in parallel but “holy one” does not 
refer to David. In that psalm, “holy one” refers to the saints in general. 
God’s work for those individuals is the basis for his particular saving work 
for David.” In that case, the ideas of the lines are parallel and 
interchangeable but the referents are still different. That type of parallelism 
seems to be the exact case in Psalm 16:10. Hence, there is precedent that 
“holy one” refers to Messiah and that the parallelism facilitates such an 
interpretation. 

David’s knowledge and the parallel language he uses in other psalms 
solidifies this. For example, the very next psalm discusses resurrection 
(Psalm 17:15) with language other prophets will also use to describe 


resurrection (cf. Isa. 26:19; Dan. 12:2).%° David is well aware of 
resurrection and his words in fact are the basis for its further discussion in 
the Old Testament. 

On top of this, parallel language between Psalm 16 and Psalms 22 and 
86:13 also confirms that Psalm 16 deals with eschatological resurrection 
and Messiah. Psalm 16:10 shares the same language of Psalm 86:13 of God 
delivering the psalmist from Sheol.” In addition, both Psalms 16 and 22 
share the same term “abandon” in dealing with God abandoning one to 
death (cf. Pss. 22:1 and 16:10). Both of these passages also discuss God’s 
presence (735), satisfaction (ya), and the fullness of life Cn) in close 
proximity (Pss. 16:11; 22:24-26). These factors suggest that Psalm 16 
overlaps with Psalms 22 and 86.”° 

Such overlap language is significant. Psalms 22 and 86:13 use this 
language in context to deal with eschatological resurrection and Messiah. 
Kraus acknowledges that both Psalms 86:13 and 22:24—26 [Heb., vv. 25- 
27] utilize similar language to discuss resurrection in an eschatological 
context where the nations bring homage to God.” In addition, the context of 
Psalm 22:24-26 [Heb., vv. 25-27] stresses one man’s deliverance is 
responsible for this. David could not be that individual, for he never 
accomplished any of that. In fact, God never said David would fulfill those 
types of promises. Rather, he looks forward to his offspring who will fulfill 
the Davidic covenant (cf. 2 Sam. 7:12). Accordingly, Psalm 22 relates to 
Messiah if not speaks directly of him.! Thus, in Psalms 86:13 and 22, 
David uses particular language to discuss a theology of Messiah and 
eschatological resurrection. Since David uses the same language in Psalm 
16, he arguably is discussing the same subject matter. Those clearer parallel 
passages help to elucidate and confirm the nature of Psalm 16. Accordingly, 
the intertextuality of Psalm 16 affirms it deals with Messiah and 
resurrection. 

Thus, Psalm 16 points to a resurrection. Its language is clear enough to 
distinguish the psalm from other passages where David talks of his 
immediate circumstances. It is clear enough to linguistically talk of 
resurrection. It is clear enough to intertextually parallel other texts which 
discuss Messiah and resurrection. In context, David knew he was secure in 
this present life because his eschatological destiny was secure in Messiah. 
Paul and Peter were not only consistent in their use of the psalm but also 
accurate in doing so. They did not make up ideas and force them onto the 


passage. Rather, they understood how David thought and wrote. In this way, 
the prophetic hermeneutic continues into the apostolic. 


James’ Use of Amos 9:11-12 in Acts 15:15-17 

In the Jerusalem Council, James appeals to the Old Testament to 
substantiate Gentile inclusion into God’s people.'°' However, his quotation 
from Amos 9:11—12 has dramatically different wording than what we read 
in the Old Testament. Instead of talking about how Israel will possess Edom 
(cf. Amos 9:11 in Hebrew), James quotes from the LXX, which discusses 
how the remnant of man will seek the Lord.'® Is this a case where James’ 
(perhaps faulty) translation causes him to misapply an Old Testament text? 

Some may argue the Greek translation may evidence the correct reading 
of the original Hebrew text.'°? That is possible but in this case not as 
likely. James does not even always abide by the LXX translation. He 
diverges from the LXX at certain points.’ So merely appealing to the LXX 
as the original is not sufficient. Nevertheless, a better solution still remains. 
James does not claim he cites only one text but many. He claims the “words 
of the prophets” (note the plural) agree (Acts 15:15). This may account for 
why James does not always abide by the Greek translation. He may be 
reading the Old Testament intertextually, weaving multiple texts together. 
The prophetic hermeneutic may thereby be involved. 

In putting all of this together, we can ask two questions. First, why does 
James talk about all nations instead of Edom? Going back to the Old 
Testament, Amos’ mention of Edom may allude back to Obadiah. That 
book covered how God would eschatologically resolve the conflict between 
Israel and Edom.'°° Edom’s judgment is accompanied by God’s wrath 
against all the nations (Obad. 17) and ultimately, the victory of God’s 
kingdom over all the earth (Obad. 21). Edom then is representative of how 
God will deal with all the nations.!” Hence, when Amos discusses how 
Israel will possess Edom, the country is a metonymy (one entity that refers 
to the whole) for all the nations. This perception of Edom as representative 
of the nations is found throughout prophetic literature (Ezek. 36:5; Joel 3:19 
[Heb., 4:19]).!°8 Hence, James’ (or even the LXX’s) substitution of Edom 
for all nations is not off base. They follow the logic of the prophets. 

Second, why does James describe these nations as seeking the Lord 
when Amos’ original context seems to involve judgment? Amos’ prophecy 
not only includes judgment but also blessing. Israel will possess not only 


Edom but also all nations called by God’s name (Amos 9:12). We find such 
language in Joel 2:32, which talks about salvation for all who call upon 
God’s name. Accordingly, Amos’ wording picks up on Joel’s idea and 
implies nations will receive salvation with Israel. Zechariah reiterates that 
picture, stating all peoples will seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem (Zech. 
8:22). The Greek translation of Zechariah matches the Greek translation of 
Amos 9:12. Based upon this, Marshall and Glenny suggest the LXX 
translator believed there was an association between these texts. James 
could have been following that connection as well.'°’ This reflects how the 
Old Testament has a line of thought concerning how Gentiles will be 
blessed when God’s kingdom comes to earth. This theme develops through 
Joel, Amos, and Zechariah; and James’ quotation follows that theme. 

Thus, James does not misquote or misinterpret Amos. Rather, his 
citation pulls together various texts that are interconnected with Amos. This 
shows how Amos participates in a biblical theology of how God deals with 
the nations not only in judgment but also salvation. James does not 
necessarily claim that this is fulfilled. He does not use the term 
“fulfillment” but rather language of agreement (cvuga@vodotv). In fact, he 
acknowledges that the prophecy Amos and the other prophets made will 
occur when Christ returns (notice the language “When I return,” peta tadta 
àvactpéyo, Acts 15:16).'!° Nonetheless, his use of the text claims that the 
inclusion of Gentiles into salvific blessings was part of God’s plan in the 
Old Testament. That upholds what Amos and other prophets teach.!"! 


Paul’s Use of Psalms and Isaiah in Romans 3:10-18 

Paul appeals to the Old Testament to demonstrate both Jews and 
Gentiles are under sin. Depravity is universal amongst mankind.'” At initial 
glance, the Old Testament seems to support this with “universal” statements 
of “no one does good” (Ps. 14:1-3; cf. Rom. 3:12) and “all have turned 
aside” (Ps. 14:3; Rom. 3:12). Nevertheless, some object since the psalmist 
maintains these descriptions against the enemies of Israel and not the 
Israelites.'!? Hence, these verses do not support the universal depravity of 
mankind as Paul maintains. He extends the meaning (or application) of 
these texts beyond their original boundaries. 

In responding to this, we can initially observe the psalmist speaks out 
against God’s enemies by applying a universal statement about the nature of 
mankind. In Psalm 14:1—3, the phrase “no one does good” (2i07AYY PR) 


parallels the statement “there is no God” (a°nX pr). If the latter is a 
universal statement (and it would be hard to imagine otherwise), then the 
former is as well. There are other indications from the text that this 
describes the folly of the entire world, of all mankind.''* For example, the 
use of the terms “sons of men” (2787712, v. 2), “all” (737, v. 3), and “no not 
one” (mmya PX, v. 3). Even though the psalmist has categories of the 
wicked and righteous, they do not preclude a statement about the 
undergirding nature of all.’ 

For that very reason, later prophets pick up the same language to 
describe the Israelites (cf. Isa. 59:4—12; Jer. 5:1—6; 8:6; Mic. 7:2).'!° In those 
texts, God does not merely condemn those who are overtly wicked. He also 
condemns Israelites who believed themselves to be righteous.''’ This is 
completely reasonable since the statements in Psalm 14 were universal to 
begin with.'!® Thus, Psalm 14 does discuss universal depravity. Later 
prophets understand this and apply it consistently not only to God’s enemies 
but also to those within Israel. As Kraus notes, “Without doubt, Psalm 14 
proves to be a prophetic psalm, whose assertions are to be seen and 
understood in the context of OT prophecy (Mic. 7:2; Jer. 5:1ff.; 8:6; Isa. 
59:4),71!9 

This sets up perfectly for Paul. The Old Testament texts support Paul’s 
general claim that mankind is wicked. However, what is fascinating is the 
apostle does not merely cite Psalms 14 and 53 but also Isaiah 59:4—9 (cf. 
Rom. 3:15—16).'*° As discussed, Isaiah 59 is one of the texts that employs 
Psalm 14 to condemn those in Israel who thought they were righteous. In 
Romans, Paul follows Isaiah’s logic. Certain Jews believed they were 
righteous unlike the Gentiles (cf. Rom. 2:17). Paul’s point is while they 
were privileged in receiving God’s oracles, they still stood condemned 
because there is no one righteous (Rom. 3:1—2). Based upon this, Schreiner 
concludes Paul uses Psalm 14 the same way Isaiah did.'*' 

Thus, Paul read Psalm 14 very closely. He knew what the passage 
meant. By quoting Psalm 14 with Isaiah 59, he indicates he also knew how 
the prophets, like Isaiah, applied that text. He maintains that precise 
application in his own writings. Once again, as opposed to 
misunderstanding the Old Testament, Paul knows not only the content of 
the Old Testament but how it interconnects. His awareness and continuation 
of this “chain of texts” demonstrates how the prophetic hermeneutic 
becomes the apostolic hermeneutic. 


Paul’s Use of Isaiah and Genesis in Galatians 4:21-31 

Certain scholars also appeal to Galatians 4:21—31 as an example of 
Paul’s hermeneutical creativity.’ After all, the apostle claims he is 
allegorizing the text (dAAnyopovuseva, Gal. 4:24). It is difficult to see how 
Sarah and Hagar represent two covenants. So perhaps Paul was assigning a 
“new meaning” or a “deeper meaning” to the text. 

Scholars have come up with a variety of ways to address these concerns. 
Some have argued the apostle used the method of his contemporaries for the 
sake of argument.'*? According to this view, the apostle would appeal to the 
text and approach of his adversaries to disprove them. Hence, he was not 
endorsing this method but rather showing why his opponents are wrong per 
their own terms. 

That may be possible and perhaps a factor in the solution. However, we 
can make some other observations as well. Initially, the term “allegory” 
may not contain all the baggage we assign it. As Bruce points out, allegory, 
as we commonly portray it, did not emerge into Christian interpretation 
until Origen." Furthermore, Paul’s “allegory” does not correspond with 
what we think of as allegory. Allegory generally deemphasizes the 
historical data in the text and argues it is a depiction of more spiritual 
realities. However, as Silva notes, Paul’s argument seems to be rooted in 
historical facts about Sarah and Hagar.'*° Paul’s allegory is not the same as 
modern-day allegory. 

Instead, Witherington observes that Paul’s allegory is a specific type of 
analogy or layered reading. Unlike “typology” which compares items of 
similar nature (e.g., Israel’s temptation and the believer’s temptation), 
allegory compares items of different categories, in this case, history and 
theology.'”° Along that line, scholars have pointed out that Paul technically 
did not say he read the text allegorically but rather he claims that Genesis 
was written in such a manner.!”’ In other words, Paul observes that Moses 
wrote Genesis as history that expresses theology. With that, the apostle’s 
assertion of allegory should not immediately lead us to the conclusion he 
used the Old Testament noncontextually. Paul’s notion of allegory is not 
what we think of as allegory. Even more, Paul does not claim to assign a 
deeper meaning to Genesis but glean one that is already there. 

The question is whether the assertion the apostle makes is valid. Does 
Paul’s theological application stem from a legitimate implication of the 
Genesis account? In response, the stories in Genesis do not merely recount 


historical events. Instead, they record the way God founded and grounded 
the entire nation. As such, the narratives flesh out the nature of God’s 
covenant with Abraham."”* In that context, Abram’s method of obtaining the 
promise via Hagar (Gen. 16:1—5) contrasts his faith in God’s promises 
mentioned earlier (Gen. 15:6; cf. vv. 1—5). Ultimately, God will show his 
provision in Sarah is the only way to obtain the promise of an offspring; 
Isaac is the chosen child (Gen. 21:12; cf. Gen. 15:4).'!”? Hence, this whole 
episode relates to trusting God’s provision alone (Sarah) versus relying 
upon one’s own schemes (Hagar).!°° Based upon this, Paul’s contrast of 
faith and law/flesh fits quite well with Moses’s theology in Genesis. 

Even more, this is how the prophet Isaiah read Genesis. In the only 
other Old Testament text that references Sarah, Isaiah notes how God 
intervened in the life of Sarah as the foundation for how he will intervene 
for Israel (Isa. 51:1—2).'3! Israel is sinful (Isa. 1:13-18; 50:1) and thereby 
Jerusalem is barren, like Sarah (Isa. 54:1). Nevertheless, because of God’s 
saving work in the Servant, barren Jerusalem would give birth to many 
children. This would finally fulfill the promise to Abraham of having a 
great nation and many offspring (Isa. 54:1; cf. Gen. 12:2).! The ultimate 
fulfillment of the promise comes by the same means of immediate 
fulfillment: God’s work alone. Isaiah read Genesis the way Moses intended 
and shows the ramifications of his theology. God’s work through faith in 
Genesis will climax in his work in the Servant and the new covenant. 

This sets up for Paul’s discussion in Galatians. Paul is dealing with 
some who rely upon the law to obtain the promise as opposed to relying 
upon the new covenant in Christ (Gal. 3:14). To the apostle, those who 
rely on the law to gain the promise correspond with Hagar. As Paul has 
already discussed, those who use the law in such a manner are not of faith. 
The law came after the promise, outside of the promised land (see Paul’s 
allusion to Arabia in Galatians 4:25), and does not serve to achieve the 
fulfillment of God’s promises (cf. Gal. 3:10-14, 17). Thus, to use the law to 
obtain God’s promises parallels Abraham’s unsanctioned efforts through 
Hagar. Both depend upon human effort to achieve what only God could 
fulfill. However, God only works through faith just as he has shown in the 
life of Sarah. Even more, Isaiah specifies such faith must ultimately be in 
God’s work in the Messiah and new covenant. Hence, Paul declares those 
who have that kind of faith correspond with Sarah in Genesis and the 
heavenly Jerusalem found in Isaiah." Paul’s analogy is completely 


reasonable because it not only matches what Genesis 16 teaches but also 
continues the precise line of thought found in Genesis 16 and Isaiah. That 
should come as no surprise, since he quotes from both passages (cf. Gal. 
4:27). 

Thus, Paul does not abuse the Old Testament text. He does not attribute 
a strange meaning to Genesis 16—21. His use of “allegory” is one where he 
compares the story of Genesis with a theological truth about God’s 
operations in his covenant. However, that comparison is completely sound 
because it is based upon fundamentally how Moses wrote the story as well 
as upon how Isaiah uses the story. With that, Paul continues line of thought 
from the Old Testament to show one ultimately denies the law itself in 
trying to use it for God’s favor (cf. Gal. 4:21). As the Pentateuch shows, 
God does not allow anyone to be part of his people who are outside of the 
promise (Gal. 4:30-31; cf. Gen. 21:10—12).'** Such reasoning demonstrates 
how Paul appeals to the Old Testament as the foundation for his own 
argument and logic. 


CONCLUSION 


Does the prophetic hermeneutic continue into the apostolic hermeneutic? I 
contend the evidence suggests so. The apostles in a variety of ways claim 
they depend upon and continue the work of their counterparts. Their 
introductory formulas present the Old Testament as the basis for their 
reasoning. Their self-understanding posits they thought they were the 
continuation of the prophets. Their collation of texts suggests that they read 
the Old Testament in a very similar way to their prophetic predecessors. 
The apostles do not undermine these claims by their practice. Upon closer 
examination of objectionable passages, we see that prophetic hermeneutic 
becomes the apostolic hermeneutic. The apostles take up the logic of their 
predecessors as their own. What was supposed to be opposing evidence 
actually becomes supporting. All of this evidences the apostles cared about 
interpreting and applying Scripture rightly as much as the prophets. 

At this point, we can make two concluding remarks about the New 
Testament’s use of the Old and the quest for authorial logic. First, we 
should return to the issue of new revelation. Some may still object to this 
notion of hermeneutical continuity based upon the mention of mystery or 
other declarations of new revelation (cf. Rom. 11:25; 1 Cor. 2:7; 15:51; 1:9; 


3:3; Col. 1:26; 1 Thess. 4:15).'° To them, this automatically means the 
apostles had a special hermeneutic, one far different than our own. As we 
discussed in chapter 3, new revelation definitely occurs and is crucial to 
develop the theological implications of certain texts. The apostles could not 
make the applications and conclusions they do without that additional 
information. That is part of their process as biblical authors. Nevertheless, 
we noted giving new revelation can be distinguished from hermeneutics. 
Adding new revelation is not exactly the same as how one interprets what 
has already been revealed. Again, the key question is how new revelation 
hermeneutically interacts with the old. 

At times, the apostles talk of things not revealed in the Old Testament 
(Eph. 3:5). No hermeneutical activity takes place in that case. However, 
when the prophets and apostles gave new revelation that interfaced with the 
Old, we observe it did not reinterpret past revelation but rather fleshed out 
the implications of that text, implications often defined and refined by 
previous scriptural writers. New revelation fits within the significance or 
implications of previous revelation. These hermeneutical interactions do not 
reflect a special hermeneutic but rather a sound one, one that dealt carefully 
and contextually with meaning and significance. Again, new revelation 
does not dictate a different hermeneutic. Rather, the apostles’ sound 
hermeneutic is the foundation for new revelation to work with the old. It is 
what causes progressive revelation to be so coherent.!*° 

Second, because the apostles continue the prophets’ rationale, the 
intertextuality of the Old Testament becomes the textual expression of the 
apostles’ logic.'*’ The apostles often follow the pattern of application found 
in Old Testament intertextuality. The first Exodus leads to a new Exodus 
and a new David (Hosea), which is picked up by Matthew. The faith (or 
lack thereof) in the Sarah and Hagar story becomes linked with the Servant 
and new covenant in Isaiah, which sets up for Paul. Consequently, the 
apostles were not applying a text in ways that broke out of the willed 
pattern of meaning of their predecessors. To the contrary, they applied it in 
ways that further specified one area within those parameters. That not only 
shows how they abided in the original author’s intended significance but 
also how the series of Old Testament texts becomes the very logic of the 
New Testament. 

In the quest for authorial logic, people like Moyise have wondered how 
the apostles came up with the presuppositions they had or applied them the 


way they did. Was this arbitrary or so subjective that we cannot define it?s 


Our discussion illustrates their rationale, from presuppositions to 
conclusion, is bound up in the way the Old Testament uses itself. We do not 
need to make up our own biblical theological framework, but rather follow 
what they have textually provided for us in antecedent revelation. This is 
part of Beale’s “redemptive historical rationale” that we discussed at the 
beginning of the book. The quest for authorial logic is not only possible but 
textually quantifiable. 

What impact does all of this have on how we study our Bible? We 
began our study by wondering if the apostles did odd things with the Old 
Testament and if so, how they affected our own hermeneutic. That launched 
us into the quest for authorial logic. Through that process, we see that if we 
grasp how the prophets used the Old Testament, the New Testament use of 
the Old is not as problematic as it first seemed. A hermeneutical shift did 
not occur when we get to the New Testament. The hermeneutical continuity 
of the prophets and apostles speaks to a hermeneutical unity within the 
entire Bible. The prophets and apostles demonstrate a fundamental concern 
to honor the author’s original intent and abide in the willed pattern of 
meaning he established. Consequently, we do not have grounds to employ a 
new or novel hermeneutical methodology because of a change in 
testaments. Much rather, the apostles show us how thoroughly they 
understood the Old Testament. They were immersed in the content and 
interconnectedness of prior revelation. They indeed were men of the book. 
That should convict us about how familiar we should be with that part of 
our Bible. 

Along that line, having that understanding of the Old Testament and the 
Old in the New allows us to see an additional dimension to the New 
Testament. Just like Old Testament intertextuality brought out its own 
theological development, so the New Testament’s use of the Old brings out 
its own theology.'*? The continuity between testaments means so many of 
the profound concepts of the Old Testament make their way into the New 
Testament. Understanding how the prophetic hermeneutic continues into the 
apostolic hermeneutic gives us a strategy to better see the theological depths 
of the New Testament. 
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THE APOSTOLIC HERMENEUTIC 
THE THEOLOGICAL FABRIC OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 


he previous chapter defended that the apostolic hermeneutic continued 
Te prophetic hermeneutic. At this point, we can deal with the extent of 
such continuity and its impact on the New Testament. 

In some ways, these issues parallel what we discussed about the 
prophets earlier. Previously, we discussed the modus operandi of the 
prophets and observed how they were exegetes and theologians. Now we 
need to cover the modus operandi of the apostles and see how they did 
theology. In dealing with this, I suspect that since we are more familiar with 
the New Testament, we are tempted to look at it by itself. We may be 
tempted to divorce the New Testament from the Old.' However, just as Old 
Testament intertextuality showed how the prophets developed theology, so 
New Testament intertextuality with the Old demonstrates one major way 
New Testament theology unfolds. Part of my goal in this chapter is to show 
how the continuity of prophetic and apostolic hermeneutics helps to 
produce the theological fabric of the New Testament. The apostles not only 
continue the logic of their predecessors but use that to generate the 
theological depths of their writings. 

Within this, what makes the apostles’ theology so cohesive is the fact 
they used the same scriptural passage the same way. That is another 
observation we will make in this chapter and it is important. It initially 
provides evidence the apostles had a unified hermeneutic. I would contend 
such unity also is indicative of how thoroughly the apostles continued the 
prophetic hermeneutic. Arguably, the New Testament writers were 
consistent with each other because they were so in tune with the logic of the 
prophets that it drove them to think about and use the text the exact same 


way.” If that is the case, it provides substantial evidence to show that the 
prophetic hermeneutic continues into the apostolic hermeneutic in breadth 
and depth. The apostles maintained the rationale of the prophets to an 
amazing degree. Such a reality brings the quest for authorial logic to a 
powerful close. 


A NOTE ON THIS CHAPTER’S APPROACH 


The dilemma of this chapter is balancing too much and too little. The scope 
and complexity of material (and related issues) are vast. What can one 
legitimately omit and not undermine the main point? How does one 
adequately organize all of this? Admittedly, the task of tracing the apostles’ 
hermeneutical rationale is a matter for volumes and not a chapter. Just so 
that one does not get lost in the details that are about to come, let me state 
my specific approach and particular goals up front. 

I intend to survey the rationale of each New Testament writer (i.e., 
gospel writers, Paul, author of Hebrews, James, Peter, John, Jude).*? Within 
this, I will discuss two major ideas. First, I want to trace how each author 
used the Old Testament to exhibit his understanding of redemptive history. 
Does the specific apostle view revelation with a view to the big picture as 
the prophets of old? Does he share the same view of redemptive history or a 
different viewpoint altogether? 

Second, I also want to show the apostles were not merely thinking 
through the big picture of the Old Testament but also through its details. It 
is impossible for me to go through every passage. Instead, the Old 
Testament texts I selected have a dual purpose. They not only pertain to 
certain theological topics but also are used by multiple New Testament 
writers. The topics and texts for examination are Christology (Pss. 2, 110; 
Isa. 53), ecclesiology (Ps. 118; Isa. 28:16; new Adam/humanity motif), 
soteriology (Gen. 15:6; Lev. 18:5; Isa. 53; Hab. 2:4), and morality (law and 
Lev. 19:18). As we approach these passages, we can ask how a particular 
apostle uses these texts and compare that with other New Testament 
authors. If they view the texts similarly, this testifies to a highly unified 
methodology. 

Overall, if we can keep these two main issues in mind, we can make 
sense of the discussion and see the unity of the apostles’ hermeneutical 


rationale. From that, we can observe that hermeneutical continuity leads to 
great theology. 


CHRIST, THE GOSPELS, AND ACTS 


Beginning with Christ, the Gospels, and Acts is entirely fitting for two 
reasons. First, as we will see, the Gospels resume the Old Testament story 
line and Acts discusses the transition into the church age. Hence, it is 
logical to start with those books since they record the “beginning” of the 
New Testament era. 

Second, even more, while we know Jesus to be God’s Son, the God- 
man, worker of spectacular miracles, and our Savior, he also is the 
masterful interpreter of the Old Testament. After all, he knew the Scriptures 
better than his contemporaries even at a young age (Luke 2:41—50). As we 
discussed in the previous chapter, he is the climax of the prophetic office 
(Heb. 1:1-2). Even more, as we will see, his use of the Old Testament 
becomes foundational for all those he sends out (cf. John 20:21).* Thus, the 
foundational nature of the Gospels and Acts makes it appropriate (if not 
essential) for the opening of our study. 

One additional note as we begin to discuss this section. The following 
will be more involved than other discussions. This is not only because it 
covers more material but also because we have to introduce certain Old 
Testament texts not previously discussed. So bear with me as we lay the 
groundwork for this chapter in a variety of ways. 


Redemptive History 

Did the gospel writers think in terms of the big picture when using 
Scripture? The beginning of the Gospels indicates an awareness and 
continuation of the story line found in the Old Testament. As mentioned, 
Matthew’s genealogy completes the genealogies found in Genesis (5:1—32) 
and Ruth (4:13-22), designating the final line of the Seed promised in 
Genesis 3:15.° Mark (1:2-3) and Luke (3:46) quote from Isaiah 40:3 and 
Malachi 3:1 to resume the story of Israel’s exile. To them, John the Baptist 
is the voice crying out in the wilderness to prepare the way for the Lord.° 
John’s gospel is thoroughly engrained in the Old Testament as he begins 
with “in the beginning” (cf. Gen. 1:1). He views the life of Christ as the 
inauguration of new creation, a theme that extends from Genesis through 


Isaiah.’ Thus, the openings of the Gospels pick up on key Old Testament 
ideas and resume where the Old Testament left off. 

The rest of Christ’s life is also viewed as the culmination of (and 
thereby within) the story line formulated by the prophets. His life is the 
actualization of Old Testament prophecies, promises, and theology. The 
Spirit comes upon Jesus at his baptism (Matt. 3:13—17) exhibiting what was 
discussed in Isaiah 11:2. God simultaneously declares Jesus is the Son and 
Servant, per Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1. Following this, Christ goes into the 
wilderness, which is where the Davidic dynasty sojourns because of the 
exile (cf. Mic. 1:15). Jesus is the new David, and faces the same trials as 
David (1 Sam. 24—26) and Israel (Num. 12—14; cf. Deut. 7—8) to prove that 
he can represent his people and resurrect the royal dynasty. Jesus’s 
miraculous and compassionate acts fulfill prophecy (cf. Matt. 8:17; 12:20; 
John 2:17; cf. Ps. 69:9; Isa. 42:3; 53:4). Even the geography of his ministry 
is significant per Isaiah (Matt. 4:15; cf. Isa. 9:1). 

Most obvious, Christ’s death fulfills Old Testament prophecy (John 
19:37; cf. Zech. 12:10) as well as Jesus’s role as the new David (Matt. 
27:46; cf. Ps. 22:1) and the suffering Servant (Mark 10:45; cf. Isa. 53:11). 
As John states repeatedly, this occurred “in order that the Scriptures might 
be fulfilled” (cf. 19:28). His death closes one era and his resurrection 
launches a new one. It occurs on the first day of the week, alluding to the 
first day of a new creation (Luke 24:1). Köstengberger notes how this is 
coupled with garden imagery (i.e., Jesus is mistaken for a gardener) that 
may evoke a sense of a new Adam (John 20:15) and a return to Eden (cf. 
Gen. 2:8). Other post-resurrection appearances of Christ also allude to the 
undoing of Genesis 3. For example, Jesus opens the eyes of Cleopas and his 
friend on the road to Emmaus. As Ortlund observes, the phrase “their eyes 
were opened” (dinvoiy8noav ot OPOaAuoi, Luke 24:31) is unique, aly 
previously occurring when Adam’s and the woman’s eyes were opened in 
the garden (Gen. 3:7). In Genesis, that was to their shame. In Luke, this is 
reversed for salvation because of the resurrected Lord.’ This illustrates how 
gospel writers use the resurrection to advance the redemptive historical 
narrative of Scripture. Accordingly, the gospel narratives have used the Old 
Testament to show how redemptive history progresses. They were aware of 
and continued the work of developing the big picture as their predecessors 
did. 


At the same time, new developments occur not foreseen in the Old 
Testament. We can frame this by talking about what is “missing” and what 
is “new and added.” On one hand, even though Christ has come, Israel is 
not restored as the Old Testament envisioned (cf. Isa. 2:14; 11:1—9; 53-54; 
Amos 9:11-15). That part is noticeably missing, as evidenced by the 
disciples who wondered when Christ would restore the kingdom to Israel 
(Acts 1:6). On the other hand, the Gospels and Acts introduce a new entity 
into the story line: the church. Those in the church proclaim God’s salvation 
and hope to the Jewish people (Acts 3:19). As such, the church is God’s 
instrument for this time (Acts 4:12; 11:26). 

The question is whether these missing and additional pieces change the 
story line portrayed by the Old Testament. The answer is arguably no. The 
Gospels and Acts still portray the “ending” of redemptive history consistent 
with what the prophets described. Luke’s gospel describes that Christ’s 
coming will fulfill the Davidic and Abrahamic covenantal promises (Luke 
1:69-73), including national deliverance and spiritual restoration (Luke 
1:75-79). Jesus’s Olivet Discourse weaves a variety of Old Testament 
prophecies (Isa. 27:13; Dan. 7:9-13; 12:1; Zech. 9:14) to describe a great 
time of tribulation for those in Jerusalem and Israel. Following this, Christ 
will come and usher in great deliverance (cf. Matt. 24:29-31). In Acts, the 
church does not declare a new story line but rather they proclaim hope for 
Israel. The nation should repent so that Christ will return and establish the 
times of refreshing (Acts 3:19-21), a term referring to the Old Testament 
expectation of how God will set the world to rights (Isa. 60:1—22; 65:17).'° 
As opposed to beginning a divergent plotline, the church participates in 
facilitating the same redemptive historical plan. They are the firstfruit (cf. 
Acts 2:1—4) who demonstrate that indeed history is in the latter days (Acts 
2:17-21; Joel 2:28-32 [Heb. 3:1—5]) and that Israel then should repent in 
light of the coming Day of the Lord (Joel 3:5). Rather than creating a new 
plan or plotline, the church participates deeply within it. In fact, even their 
commission by the Lord echoes what Isaiah proclaimed (Acts 1:8; cf. Isa. 
49:6).!! 

While this discussion is a brief summary, I hope to have shown the 
apostles thought through Scripture in terms of the big picture. The gospel 
writers shaped their own narratives in light of how the Old Testament 
comes together to portray redemptive history. They continued the story line 
showing how it climaxed in Christ. Even when they add unforeseen details, 


these “missing” and “additional” components do not contradict or 
reinterpret what was said earlier. Rather, the apostles maintain the same 
story line and show how these new factors help to work out that plot for 
God’s glory. All of this demonstrates the gospel writers operate with the 
same “big picture” logic as their predecessors. Such a paradigm is 
interwoven into the narratives, which brings out how every aspect of 
Christ’s life is thoroughly profound and theological as it culminates Old 
Testament concepts and expectations. 


Individual Passages 


Christology (Pss. 2, 110, 118; Isa. 28:16; 53) 

As we begin to see how the gospel writers handled individual passages, 
we can make an interesting and significant observation. Their use of the Old 
Testament seems to stem from how Jesus used the Old Testament.’ Our 
Lord’s use of Christological texts exhibits this. For example, Jesus 
identifies himself as the Stone, prophesied in Psalm 118:22 and Isaiah 28:16 
(cf. Matt. 21:42), and Peter reiterates this description in Acts 4:11. Jesus 
casts himself as the Servant who comes to die for the many (Mark 10:45; cf. 
Isa. 53:11). The gospel writers see other connections with Christ’s life and 
the prophecies about the Servant (cf. Matt. 8:17; Mark 10:33; John 12:38). 
This logic about Isaiah 53 continues into Acts, where Peter describes Jesus 
as the Servant using the term found in the LXX of Isaiah 53 (naic, Acts 
3:13; 4:30). Bock observes that both Peter and Paul describe Jesus as the 
Righteous One, a distinct term for the Servant in Isaiah 53:11 (dixatoc, Acts 
3:14; 7:52; 22:14).! Jesus’s work as the Servant is echoed in Paul’s sermon 
in Acts as well (Acts 13:38; cf. Isa. 53:11). From these examples, we can 
see how the way Jesus read Old Testament messianic prophecies continues 
into how the gospel writers read and use the Old Testament. Accordingly, 
the prophetic hermeneutic leads to Christ’s own hermeneutic and then to the 
apostles’ rationale. That continuity fuels a rich understanding of Christ’s 
person and work. 

Two additional passages can demonstrate this pattern (and set up for the 
rest of the New Testament’s logic): Psalms 2 and 110. Regarding the 
former, some question whether Psalm 2 is messianic.'* Several pieces of 
evidence support its messianic nature. First and fundamentally, the idealized 
concepts presented in the psalm point to a messianic ruler. It describes this 


king’s rule as one of an unchallengeable, definitive, global dominion (Ps. 
2:8-9).!° Only the Messiah could completely fulfill all of that, and so the 
psalm describes him. Second, the prophets confirm this by using phrases 
from this psalm in their description of Messiah and eschatology. For 
instance, the prophets declare that the Messiah will reign to the ends of the 
earth, a phrase used in Psalm 2:8 (787° Q5X, cf. Isa. 52:10; Mic. 5:3 [Eng. 
4], Zech. 9:10). Finally, the structure of the Psalter even suggests a 
messianic emphasis. Grant notes how certain torah psalms (Pss. 1, 19, 119) 
are consistently accompanied by royal and messianic psalms (Pss. 2, 18, 
118).'° Those who compiled the psalms early on also were aware of the 
messianic nature of this psalm. All of this supports the messianic nature of 
Psalm 2.'’ The psalm itself points to him and the prophets continue that 
interpretation. In sum, Psalm 2 records how the conflict between God and 
human kings climaxes in God’s establishment of his ultimate king, the 
Messiah.!® The Lord will declare to the Messiah, “You are My Son, today I 
have begotten You” (Ps. 2:7). This looks forward to New Testament 
realities as later prophets confirm. 

The New Testament in turn fulfills this expectation. God reveals this 
climactic ruler is none other than his Son, Jesus. That takes place at the 
inauguration of Christ’s ministry at his baptism (Matt. 3:13—17) as well as 
at the transfiguration (Matt. 17:1—-13). Accordingly, God associates the 
concept of Psalm 2 with Christ’s earthly ministry and eschatological glory. 
The Lord particularly affirms the latter when he asks the disciples not to tell 
of the transfiguration until after he is raised from the dead (Matt. 17:9).'° 

Acts maintains this logic. The early church also correlates Psalm 2 with 
the earthly ministry of Christ. The nations did rage as Pilate and Herod 
plotted to kill Jesus (Acts 4:25-28; cf. Pss. 1-2). They participate in the 
scheme that Psalm 2 depicts. The church draws on Psalm 2 for boldness for 
as that text proclaims, God is in control (Acts 4:29-31). Later on in Acts, 
Paul appeals to Psalm 2 to talk of Christ’s eschatological glory at his 
resurrection (cf. Acts 13:33) just like the gospels did (cf. Matt. 17:1—13). 
This rationale about the resurrection and Psalm 2 will be important to 
remember for later discussions (cf. Rom. 1:4; Heb. 1:5). In any case, Paul 
and the early church read Psalm 2 as it was intended, per the logic of the 
prophets, and per the logic of the gospel writers. Such continuity fuels a 
theology of God’s sovereignty and Christ’s supremacy. 


We can proceed to discuss Psalm 110. Jesus applies the passage to 
himself (Matt. 22:44). Psalm 110:1 talks about how YHWH declares to 
David’s lord that he will sit at YHWH’s right hand. Jesus states this speaks 
of his superiority over David.” Does this accord with David’s original 
intent? Who is David’s lord? As we discussed in an earlier chapter, David 
was aware of the Messiah and spoke of him.*! Even more, the language of 
Psalm 110:1 speaks of one greater than David. Throughout the Psalms, 
David exclusively uses the address “my” to speak either of his enemies (Ps. 
27:2; 38:11) or God himself (cf. Ps. 18:1; 23:1). If David is consistent in 
Psalm 110:1, “my Lord” then refers to one greater than David and equal to 
God himself. This supports that David intentionally spoke of the Messiah in 
this text. Furthermore, Psalm 110 pulls from Genesis 14 (Melchizedek) to 
describe a royal priesthood of a higher order than Levi. Such a lofty ideal 
also accords with the Messiah. On top of this, the prophets envisioned a 
messianic individual who was both priest and king (Ezek. 21:27 [Heb., 
Ezek. 21:32]; Zech. 6:9-15). This idea probably stems from Psalm 110:4, 
which discusses someone who is both king and priest, one in the order of 
Melchizedek. This indicates the prophets read Psalm 110 as messianic in 
nature. All of this argues that David’s Lord is the Messiah. Accordingly, 
Jesus’s use of the psalm fits precisely within the intention of Psalm 110. 

Acts upholds this logic. In Acts 2:34-35, Peter identifies Jesus (not 
David or Solomon) as the referent of the psalm. While Jesus uses the verse 
to prove his messiahship and deity, Peter uses this to affirm Jesus’s identity 
and God’s plan for this era. At this time, Jesus sits at God’s right hand 
awaiting the final conquest of his enemies (Acts 2:34-35; cf. Ps. 110:1). 
Jesus’s assertion is based more on the first part of Psalm 110:1, while 
Peter’s is based upon the latter half of that verse. Nevertheless, the 
fundamental reading of Psalm 110:1 is the same. This verse (and psalm) is 
about the Messiah and how God establishes his reign. Accordingly, Jesus 
and the apostle use this psalm to talk about Christ’s identity, greatness, 
reign, and the plan of God. Their application of the text demonstrates how 
the New Testament writers draw upon the Old Testament for their theology. 


Christology to Ecclesiology (Son of Man/New Adam) 


In the New Testament, Christology is often associated with ecclesiology 
(study of the church) for the church is Christ’s body (1 Cor. 12:12—13). Old 
Testament allusions are at times used in connection with this topic. Jesus as 


the second Adam and the church as the new humanity present one example 
of how this all works. 

We already discussed how the notion of a second Adam begins in 
Genesis 3:15. It is reinforced and developed in Moses’s focus on 
individuals like Noah and Abraham. David depicts himself in those terms 
(Ps. 8:4; cf. Ps. 72:8-9) and Daniel even alludes to this in Daniel 7.7” In 
light of the background of creation, the phrase “one like a son of man” in 
Daniel 7:9-13 probably alludes to Adam.” The Old Testament anticipates a 
son of man who is the new Adam. 

Thus, when Jesus uses “Son of Man,” this is not merely a title of 
humanity and humility. It also is one of great power for it speaks of his final 
eschatological conquest and victory. It equally is one by which he depicts 
himself as the second Adam. This is picked up by the gospel writers in a 
variety of ways. Luke ties Christ with Adam via his genealogy (Luke 
3:38). John ties Christ with Adam by portraying him as a gardener after 
the resurrection (John 20:15). Acts maintains this description of Christ. 
Stephen’s parting words affirm that he saw the Son of Man standing in 
heaven, just like in Daniel 7:9 (cf. Acts 7:56). Paul’s Damascus Road 
calling affirms this as well. Conzlemann observes how Paul’s experience of 
the risen Christ parallels Daniel’s own experience in a number of ways 
(Acts 9:7; cf. Dan. 10:7). The Gospels and Acts affirm the Old Testament 
expectation that Jesus is the new Adam. 

Jesus as new Adam is the basis for why the church is a new humanity. 
This is why John and Luke describe the church in terms of Genesis 2:7 and 
Adam’s creation. At the end of John, Jesus breathes upon his apostles, 
signaling the Spirit’s coming (John 20:22). Carson notes that such an act 
also alludes to God breathing life into Adam (Gen. 2:7).”’ It implies the 
Spirit’s coming will inaugurate a new humanity. Acts confirms this logic. 
Luke portrays at Pentecost how the church began. At that moment, the 
Spirit comes and the sound of a loud wind comes through the house (Acts 
2:2). The word for “wind” (avofjc) does not occur in many texts. It does 
occur in Genesis 2:7, a text that discusses how God made Adam.” From 
this, Bock concludes that the creation of the church parallels the creation of 
Adam.” The church is a new humanity. Just as Adam was neither Jew nor 
Gentile, in the new Adam, there is also no Jew or Gentile. This begins to 
explain other creation imagery used to incorporate Gentiles into the church 
(Acts 10:11-12). Such Old Testament background informs us of the 


significance of Jews and Gentiles becoming one in the church. The church 
is the firstfruit of new creation.°° 


Soteriological Texts (Isa. 53 and Lev. 18:5) 

I have briefly covered Isaiah 53 in dealing with Christological texts. 
However, Isaiah 53 also has implications upon the issues of soteriology. 
Jesus’s application of the prophecy to himself makes Isaiah 53 an 
interpretative lens on his death. Consistently, the gospel writers allude to 
Isaiah 53 to show how the cross deals with Christ’s sacrificial and 
substitutionary death for sin (Matt. 26:28; cf. Isa. 53:1—12). This occurs not 
only for the Jews but also for the “many” (Jews and Gentiles) (Mark 10:45: 
cf. Isa. 53:11). All of this illustrates how the Old Testament helps us 
understand the saving nature of Christ’s work. It also sets the foundation for 
how later apostles will use the text. 

One other passage is pertinent for this discussion. Although not repeated 
in other places in the Gospels or Acts, Jesus’s use of Leviticus 18:5 (“the 
one who does [these commands] shall live by them”; Luke 10:25—28) is 
quite significant because later epistles will use the same text (Rom. 10:5; 
Gal. 3:12). For this reason, I have chosen to discuss this here. As Jesus 
journeys to Jerusalem, a lawyer inquires how he should obtain eternal life 
(Luke 10:25). Jesus responds he is to follow the law and love God and 
neighbor (Luke 10:27). Our Lord then quotes from Leviticus 18:5 and says 
by doing this, one will live (cf. v. 28).*' Jesus’s use of the Old Testament is 
complicated. On one hand, at first glance, Jesus seems to be advocating for 
a kind of salvation based upon works. That would go against the tenor of 
other New Testament texts (cf. Eph. 2:8-9). On the other hand, if some 
other use is involved, how does that square with Leviticus 18:5, which 
seems to argue those who keep God’s commands will live? 

To figure this question out, we should go back to the original context of 
Leviticus 18:5 as well as see its use by the later prophets. Originally, 
Leviticus 18:5 is part of God’s exhortation to not practice the sexual 
immorality of Israel’s peers (Lev. 18:1—4). Instead, they are to abide by 
God’s standard and only by that will they experience covenant blessing 
(Lev. 18:5). As such, Leviticus 18:5 does not originally pertain to salvation 
or eternal life but rather a blessed earthly life.’ Within that, the phrase “if a 
person does this, he will live” is an expression of the necessity of complete 
obedience to God’s law.” It reinforces God’s unbending standard. In 


context, there may be implications that failure to abide by this standard 
results in death or punishment.” 

God has exhorted his people via this verse to absolute covenant 
obedience. How do later prophets use that verse? The major echoes of the 
verse occur in Ezekiel 18:9; 20:11; and Nehemiah 9:29. Two things are true 
in each of these instances. First, they all use Leviticus 18:5 to condemn the 
nation. God gave Israel the law by which it could obtain covenant blessings 
but Israel rebelled against it (cf. Ezek. 18:1-3; 20:11-26; Neh. 9:29-30). 
Second, the writers use these verses to point to a future hope, one that the 
law itself pointed to. Statements about a new heart and spirit (Ezek. 18:31- 
32), God’s compassion (Neh. 9:31—32), and return from exile (Ezek. 20:31-— 
32) all echo Deuteronomy 30:1—6 where God promises the law will give 
way to a type of new covenant where all these things will occur.* 

Accordingly, the prophets maintain the original idea of Leviticus 18:5. 
They still hold it as the standard for covenant blessing that originally was 
spoken of. At the same time, they apply its implications to their situation 
logically. Israel cannot keep that standard and thereby must wait for a new 
covenant to arrive, just as Moses said (cf. Deut. 30:1—6). That is the 
prophetic rationale surrounding the text. 

With this in mind, we can see what Jesus did. To the lawyer who desired 
to know how to gain eternal life, our Lord reiterates God’s standard from 
the law. He uses Leviticus 18:5 to reinforce this is the true standard of 
God’s holiness. However, the allusion hints that no one can keep that 
standard. It points to the folly of asking how to obtain eternal life to begin 
with for only God’s intervention in the new covenant can do so. The lawyer 
seems to realize the quandary he is in and tries to mitigate the law’s 
standard by asking “Who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29).*° Jesus follows 
the logic of the prophets concerning Leviticus 18:5. Israel was unable to 
keep the law and they need God to act in the new covenant. The lawyer is in 
the same predicament. 

Does Leviticus 18:5 advocate a salvation based upon works? The 
answer is no. Leviticus 18:5 discusses covenant obedience to gain earthly 
(not eternal) life. Did Jesus abuse the intent of Leviticus 18:5 by using it in 
the discussion about eternal life? Again, this is not the case. Leviticus 18:5 
still discusses God’s standard and the prophets used this statement to show 
Israel they could never satisfy God’s holiness and point them to the new 
covenant and eternal life. They focused on a legitimate and important 


implication of Leviticus 18:5. Jesus does the same thing with the lawyer. 
Thus, our Lord draws from the logic of the prophets. Consequently, this will 
set up for how Paul will use it in his epistles. 


Morality (Use of the Law) 

The way the New Testament handles the law is one of the most 
controversial uses of the Old Testament. Should believers be under the law 
and if not, how does the law apply to one’s life? I will address such 
questions more fully in the next chapter. However, the underpinnings of the 
answer are to see how Jesus used the law and how that paved the way for 
his followers to do so as well. This all stems from a previous discussion we 
had about the law. 

Along that line, we need to see how the law relates to redemptive 
history. The prophets (starting with Moses) understood God intended for the 
law to move toward the new covenant (cf. Deut. 30:1—6). With this, Moses 
anticipates a prophet like him who will come (Deut. 18:18) and 
Deuteronomy ends with that same expectation (Deut. 34:10). The Old 
Testament ends with allusions back to Elijah and Moses, two important 
prophets, providing anticipation of a greater prophet still to come (Mal. 
4:5—6). I argued in the last chapter that the climax of the prophets is Christ 
himself (Heb. 1:2—4; cf. John 1:21). 

All of that sets up for the moment when Christ goes up on the mountain 
to give the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:1—7:29). The echoes to Moses 
and the giving of the law from Mount Sinai are significant.*’ It poses Jesus 
as a sort of new Moses and the prophet expected by the Old Testament 
writers. In light of this, Christ comes to fulfill the law (Matt. 5:17). That too 
is in keeping with how Moses and the prophets anticipated the law to move 
to the new covenant. Accordingly, as Christ’s sermon reveals, he does not 
negate the tenor or teaching of Mosaic law but actually demands that those 
principles be lived out to their fullest ramifications. 

Jesus’s later use of the law abides by this paradigm. Other passages 
show how a new law will be in force. We see that our Lord declares all food 
to be clean (Mark 7:19) and proclaims the true meaning of the Sabbath 
(Mark 2:27-28). Again, these proclamations do not contradict Moses’s 
intent in the law but fulfill it. While the letter of the law may be fading, 
what it taught and stood for still remains and remains in its fullest form. 
This accounts for how Christ still maintains the principles of the law 


relative to adultery, divorce, murder, and marriage (Matt. 5:21—32). These 
are not abandoned but brought to fruition as stated above (cf. Matt. 5:17). 
After all, as the Lord will point out, God has not changed and so our lives 
before him still must be holy as they were to be in the Old Testament (cf. 
Matt. 5:48; Lev. 19:2). The specific ways we live out God’s holiness, as 
well as the capacity to do so, have changed with the new covenant but there 
is still fundamental continuity because of the unchanging nature of God 
himself. 

Along this line, our Lord declares the fullest expression of the law: to 
love neighbor (Lev. 19:8) and God (Deut. 6:4—6). That sums up the law 
(Matt. 22:36-39). Indeed, Moses’s own sermon on the law seems to bring 
out these emphases as does the structure of the Decalogue itself (cf. Deut. 
10:17-21).” The prophets also bring out these ideas over and against 
keeping the letter of the law (Isa. 1:11—13; Jer. 7:22—23; Ezek. 37:27; Hos. 
6:1-3; Mic. 6:8; Zech. 7:1—7).*° Jesus follows the prophets’ emphases about 
the law but also heightens these assertions by showing that true love cares 
for one’s enemies (Matt. 5:44; Luke 6:27, 35). Accordingly, Jesus reads the 
law as it was always designed to be read, both in its own claims as well as 
relative to its role in redemptive history. The prophetic interpretation of the 
law continues and is fulfilled in Christ.*! 

Jesus’s reading of the law continues into Acts (and the epistles). The 
Jerusalem council is case in point. On one hand, the council recognizes that 
Gentiles are not to be placed under the regulations of the law (Acts 15:23- 
24). The apostles understand the role of the law in redemptive history. On 
the other hand, the Gentiles are prohibited from certain practices that would 
be offensive to the Jews (Acts 15:29). With that, the apostles also show 
they understood what the law taught about love. Jesus’s understanding of 
the law and love form the foundation for how the apostles deal with the law. 


Synthesis 

The gospel writers serve as an important foundation for how we think 
about the logic of the New Testament. The above discussion illustrates they 
thought in continuity with the Old Testament. They do not misuse it but 
rather identify its rightful (and anticipated) climax in Christ. This is how 
they understood the story line of Scripture as well as how they applied 
prophecy, promise, and the law. The Old Testament then gives theological 


substance to what the New Testament writers argued. The continuity of 
hermeneutics leads to theology. 

Centrally in this, Christ’s use of the Old Testament becomes the 
launching point for how the gospel writers discuss the Old Testament. His 
claims become the grounds from which they base their use of prior 
revelation. In this way, we see how the prophetic hermeneutic moves to 
Christ, which continues to the apostles. Christ is central as the climax of the 
prophets. In this way, this section ties the Old Testament with the New and 
sets up for the rest of the New Testament canon. 


PAUL 


Redemptive History 

Paul uses the Old Testament with a view toward the big picture of 
redemptive history. For instance, he recounts the story line of Abraham and 
Israel in Galatians 3—4 to demonstrate that God’s promise came first in 
Abraham and that the law does not negate that (Gal. 3:17). His argument in 
Romans is redemptive historical in nature. The apostle discusses all are 
under sin and that only in the “now time” (Rom. 3:19-21) has God 
eschatologically acted to justify the ungodly (Rom. 3:26-27).® That flow of 
thought is reminiscent of how the prophets portray the Old Testament 
awaiting for Christ to come to bring salvation, fulfill the covenantal 
promises, and end the exile (cf. Isa. 52:13:53-12; Jer. 23:5; 31:31; Ezek. 
34:11-31; Zech. 6:9-15). Accordingly, Paul’s logic in Romans traces 
through redemptive history. As he claims, his gospel comes from what was 
written before (Rom. 1:2). Paul integrates his understanding of God’s plan 
with the Old Testament story line. Carson notes Paul’s careful 
understanding of redemptive history and its chronology is a crucial part of 
his hermeneutic. 

Within this, Paul is consistent with the gospel writers in seeing that the 
church is a new “addition” to this plan. The apostle declares that the church 
is a mystery (Eph. 1:9; 3:39), unrevealed to past generations. Jews and 
Gentiles are fellow partakers of God’s promise (Eph. 3:5). Paul’s concept of 
mystery affirms that the church is a new development. 

Nevertheless, just like his predecessors, Paul maintains the advent of the 
church does not veer redemptive history onto a different track. Rather, the 
church is the facilitator of the same plot line portrayed in the Old Testament 


and maintained in the Gospels and Acts. Paul describes the church as God’s 
precious possession—language used of Israel’s status and role to God (Titus 
2:14; cf. Ex. 19:6). Accordingly, in this era, the church parallels the role of 
Israel while the nation has a hard heart. As such, it continues the 
functionality of the temple, which has been a part of God’s work in the 
world since the Fall (1 Cor. 3:16; cf. Gen. 28:19; Ex. 40:38; 1 Kings 8:1- 
11). 

At the same time, the church also facilitates the salvation of Israel 
(Rom. 11:11—14), which leads to the fulfillment of God’s promises for the 
resurrection from the dead and a totally new creation (Rom. 11:15). In this 
discussion, the apostle quotes from Isaiah 59:20 to show he is still 
contemplating the big picture through the lens of the Old Testament. Along 
this line, Paul’s view of the end corresponds to his forbearers. In 2 
Thessalonians 2, he affirms the prophecies of Daniel—the same prophecies 
Jesus affirmed in Matthew 24:15-29. All of this shows how Paul’s thinking 
about God’s plan is immersed in the Old Testament. It also demonstrates 
that his perception of redemptive history follows the logic of the prophets 
and Christ himself. 

One significant point remains. Paul views his own ministry in light of 
this entire story line. His calling directly participates in God’s grander plan 
of Gentile inclusion (Gal. 1:16). As a result, his theological discussions 
(Gal. 2:14), activities (Rom. 15:16; 2 Cor. 9:12—15), and exhortations 
pertain to working out this calling (Eph. 4:1). Hence, Paul not only thinks 
through Scripture in light of the big picture but also writes Scripture in light 
of the big picture. This not only shows the continuation of his predecessors’ 
rationale but also that the apostle writes for greater redemptive historical 
goals even when dealing with specific situations.“ That provides a 
universality to his writings for the church for all time. 


Individual Passages 


Christology (Pss. 2, 110, 118; Isa. 28:16; 53) 

How does Paul handle Old Testament texts previously used 
Christologically? We can begin with the psalms discussed earlier. In 
Romans 1:4, Paul alludes to Psalm 2 when describing Christ as the Son of 
God in power by virtue of the resurrection. This matches how the Gospels 


and Acts have linked Psalm 2 with Christ and the resurrection (Matt. 13:13— 
15; 17:1-7; Mark 9:2-8; Acts 4:28-31; 13:33-34).*8 

In addition, Paul alludes to Psalm 110:1 in Ephesians 1:20-22 where he 
discusses how Christ is now seated at God’s right hand. Paul uses that 
psalm to explain the era we now live in. Christ has victory and all things are 
subject to him (Eph. 1:22) but we still await the time when all things are 
summed up in Christ (Eph. 1:10). This corresponds to what Peter said 
earlier (Acts 2:34-35).” Again, Paul matches his predecessors’ logic of 
Scripture. However, in his use of Psalm 110, Paul does not merely match 
his predecessors’ logic but continues to flesh out its consequences. Paul 
proclaims the church is to reflect and bear witness to the triumph of Christ 
as described in Psalm 110 (cf. Eph. 1:22-2:10). In this way, Paul further 
discusses the ramifications of the Christology begun in the Old Testament, 
climaxed in Christ and expounded upon by Peter.°° 

We also discussed how Jesus and the gospel writers portrayed Jesus as 
the stone per Isaiah 28:16 and Psalm 118:22. Paul does so as well. In 
Romans 9, Paul confronts the Jews of his day who trusted in their law 
keeping instead of Christ. They stumbled on Christ, the Stone God had set 
for their salvation (Rom. 9:31—33).°! Paul’s use of Isaiah 28:16 matches the 
original context of Isaiah as well as Jesus’s own use of that text. Our Lord 
appealed to that passage to show how the Jews stumbled on him (Luke 
20:17-18).” Paul’s logic continues both prophetic and apostolic 
hermeneutics in discussing the nature of Christ from the Old Testament. 

Speaking of Isaiah, the final text for this specific discussion is Isaiah 53. 
Paul not only identifies Jesus as the Servant, like the Gospels and Acts (cf. 
3:13, 26), but also expounds upon the theological implications of that. The 
apostle appeals to Isaiah 53 to explain how Christ is lowly (Phil. 2:7; cf. Isa. 
53:3), delivered up because of transgressions (Rom. 4:25; cf. Isa. 53:4—5), 
secures justification (Rom. 4:25; cf. Isa. 53:11), justifies the many (Rom. 
5:19; cf. Isa. 53:11), and makes peace by his death (Col. 1:20; cf. Isa. 
53:5). Paul builds Christology by his exposition of Isaiah 53, one that is in 
line with Isaiah’s intent and how the Gospels and Acts have thought 
through the text. All the above examples illustrate how the apostle 
continued the logic of his predecessors and worked out the theology of the 
Old Testament to talk of Christ. 


Christology to Ecclesiology (Ps. 118:22; Isa. 28:16; New Adam 
Motif) 

Paul, in line with his predecessors, explicitly states Christ is the new 
Adam (Rom. 5:14; 1 Cor. 15:45). He uses Psalm 8:7 to show how Christ 
will have the dominion originally promised to man via Adam (1 Cor. 15:27; 
Eph. 1:22). He does not merely affirm this but further delves into its 
implications. Christ’s status as a second Adam is the grounds for salvation 
and justification (Rom. 5:14—21) as well as glorification (1 Cor. 15:45). 
Like his predecessors, Paul also connects Christ as new Adam with the 
church as new humanity. He calls the church a new man in Christ (Eph. 
2:5). He also uses the language of creation (Gen. 1:26—28) to describe the 
church’s mission (Col. 1:10).°° This explains the significance of unity 
within the church between Jew and Gentile, a significant part of Paul’s 
theology. Thus, Paul’s logic about Christ and the church mirrors how his 
predecessors have thought and helps to shape his ecclesiology. 

The apostle applies a similar logic of Christology to ecclesiology with 
the notion that Jesus is the cornerstone. Like those before him, the apostle 
alludes to Psalm 118:22 and Isaiah 28:16 in describing Jesus as the 
cornerstone (Eph. 2:20-22; cf. Matt. 21:42; Acts 4:11). In that context, Paul 
expounds upon the implications of this. Just as the new Adam leads to a 
new humanity, Jesus as the cornerstone means that those in him are stones 
building a new temple (Eph. 2:20-22). This expansion is in concert with the 
original contexts of Psalm 118:22 and Isaiah 28:16. The stone imagery is 
part of a larger discussion of the temple (cf. Ps. 118:22).°° Thus, if Christ is 
the cornerstone of the temple, those who are in Christ become part of that 
structure. Paul just takes the logic to its conclusion.” In doing so, Paul 
shows how the church continues the purpose of the temple in bearing 
witness to God’s continue presence on earth. This explains why we are to 
be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18) and glorify God in our bodies (1 Cor. 
6:19-20).°8 Just as God filled the temple with his glory, sanctification 
demonstrates that same reality to the watching world. The use of the Old 
Testament gives purpose behind what the church is and does. 


Soteriology (Lev. 18:5; Isa. 53/Gen. 15:6; Hab. 2:4) 

In this topic, we previously discussed Isaiah 53 and Leviticus 18:5. We 
have already listed various texts where Paul exposited Isaiah 53. For this 
discussion, we will focus upon how his use of that prophecy anchors certain 


soteriological issues. Paul uses Isaiah 53 to establish penal substitutionary 
atonement. Christ bore sin (1 Cor. 15:3; Gal. 1:4; Eph. 5:2; Phil. 2:7-8; 
Titus 2:14) and God’s wrath (Rom. 3:25-26) for his people.°’ This is 
exactly what we find in the Gospels. Paul maintains the logic of his 
predecessors and contemporaries to develop his soteriology. 

His soteriological use of Isaiah 53 also provides some grounding for the 
discussion of justification. Some have debated whether justification 
primarily pertains to the issues of sin and salvation or to one’s membership 
in the community of faith. Is it soteriological or sociological?™ Paul’s 
understanding of the Servant provides argumentation for a soteriological 
view. In Isaiah, the prophet says the Servant justifies the many (Isa. 53:11). 
In context, that relates to sin and disobedience. Paul uses Isaiah 53:11 to 
describe Jesus’s work of justification (Rom. 4:25; 5:15; cf. Isa. 53:11). 
Thus, Isaiah’s understanding of justification carries over into the apostle’s 
understanding. Justification is soteriological even if it carries implications 
to community issues (e.g., Gentile status amongst the Jews).°! All of this 
illustrates how the development of the Old Testament into the New is part 
of the rich theological fabric of the latter half of Scripture. 

Paul’s use of Leviticus 18:5 works similarly. He cites Leviticus 18:5 in 
both Galatians 3:10—14 and Romans 10:4—5. Scholars recognize both these 
passages are notoriously difficult.” Paul uses Leviticus 18:5 to prove faith 
in God’s promise is the only way (Gal. 3:14) and the end of the law is 
Christ (Rom. 10:4). However, Leviticus 18:5 states almost the opposite, that 
whoever keeps the law will live. The quandary here resembles the tension 
in Jesus’s quotation of Leviticus 18:5 to the lawyer. Consequently, just like 
in that previous case, the prophetic logic surrounding Leviticus 18:5 helps 
to resolve the tensions in Paul’s argument. As discussed, the prophets and 
our Lord used this text to communicate God’s standard and at the same 
time, show Israel’s hopelessness of ever keeping it. This points to the 
necessity of the new covenant. That is precisely what occurs in both 
Galatians and Romans. Paul cites Leviticus 18:5 to show the holy 
requirement of the law but yet knows this proves (per his predecessors) 
Israel’s inability. It thereby points to their need for faith in Christ (Gal. 
3:13-14) and in doing so, shows why Christ is the end of the law (Rom. 
10:4). Paul’s argument in Galatians and Romans meshes very well with 
what we have seen earlier. Paul uses Leviticus 18:5 the way Jesus and the 


prophets used the text to make an important soteriological point about 
salvation in Christ alone by faith alone.® 

I would like to add two passages in this discussion on soteriology: 
Genesis 15:6 and Habakkuk 2:4. They are not alluded to in the Gospels; 
however, other apostles will use them in seemingly different ways than Paul 
(Heb. 10:38; James 2:23). Hence, it is fitting to cover them in this 
discussion on the apostles’ hermeneutic. We can lay the foundation for this 
discussion by establishing the nature of those Old Testament texts here. 

We will begin by discussing Genesis 15:6. Abram believed God, and 
God accounted that to him as righteousness. We can make several 
observations about this verse: 


1. The context of Genesis 15:6 not only pertains to how Abram 
responds to God and his promises but also how the covenant begins 
with him and thereby Israel. The narrative functions as a 
presentation of the foundation of the nation. 


2. Wenham rightly observes the verb form of “believe” indicates 
Abram’s faith was not a one-time act but ongoing.“ The context 
highlights this as well. For example, Matthews notes how Moses 
later describes how God tested Abraham’s faith (Gen. 22:1) with his 
command to sacrifice Isaac. In the end, Abraham believed and 
feared God (Gen. 22:12).°° Hence, grammar and context indicate 
Abraham had an abiding faith. This will be particularly important 
for the entire discussion on how the apostles use Genesis 15:6. 


3. Such belief was in God and stresses God’s work to fulfill as opposed 
to Abram’s effort. As Matthews notes, any notion of faith as a 
meritorious work is foreign to the context. 


4. In context, Abram’s works (i.e., keeping the covenant) are not 
viewed by God as righteous. Rather his trust in God’s activity is 
linked with his righteous standing.®’ Works are not in the picture. 


5. With the specific construction in Hebrew, righteousness relates to 
Abram’s judicial status. Righteousness answers the question of 
whether or not one is in good standing with another. As Hamilton 


affirms, faith was the way Abram gained right standing before the 
Lord. 


Thus, Genesis 15:6 establishes an important precedent for the nation. 
The covenant and their status before the Lord are not based upon their 
works but rather comes through an abiding trust in YHWH. The true people 
of God recognize that ultimately, the Lord alone can fulfill his promises to 
his people. 

Paul uses Genesis 15:6 in two epistles (Rom. 4:3, 20-22; Gal. 3:6). In 
both texts, Abraham serves as a precedent that Israel (and even the Gentiles, 
cf. Rom. 4:9-11) must trust in Christ as opposed to their own works for 
salvation. Using Abram as precedent is fitting since Moses seems to pose 
the narrative in Genesis as foundational for the nation. Some question if this 
is really a good “fit” since Paul’s focus is upon salvation but Abram’s 
salvation is not in view in Genesis 15:6. However, Abram’s righteousness, 
which pertains to his judicial standing, is in view. As Moo argues, while the 
term “salvation” is not present, this specific concept of righteousness is 
soteriological in nature and thus, the use of Genesis 15:6 is appropriate.” 

One final note, Paul seems to concentrate on Abram’s initial act of faith 
presented in Genesis 15:6 as what anyone needs to have to enter into the 
covenant.’' However, as noted above, the verb form of Genesis 15:6 implies 
a continued act of faith. Paul’s emphasis then focuses upon one aspect or 
component of the faith in Genesis 15:6. Nevertheless, Paul’s discussion in 
context does not preclude this notion of continued belief or trust. After all, 
in Romans 4 Paul reminds us that Abram persisted in his belief with God 
relative to Sarah and the birth of Isaac (Rom. 4:18—22). Thus, Paul’s use of 
Genesis 15:6 abides by its original intent. Genesis 15:6 helps to anchor 
Paul’s argument that justification has always been by faith alone. 

We can move from Genesis 15:6 to a discussion on Habakkuk 2:4. What 
is fascinating is that Habakkuk 2:4 seems to intertextually allude to 
Abram’s faith. Habakkuk 2:4 picks up on the language of faith and 
righteousness in Genesis 15:6.” The context of Habakkuk 2:4 also talks 
about the Chaldeans (Hab. 1:6, 15). The choice of the term Chaldean (as 
opposed to Babylonians) may pick up on Abram’s humble origins from Ur 
of the Chaldeans (Gen. 11:28). As Israel is about to go into the exile, to the 
very place where they came from, God reminds his people that the faith “at 
the beginning” is the faith they need to be faithful to now at the “end.” 


Specifically, Habakkuk contrasts the proud person whose soul is not 
right with the righteous one (/??78) who lives by his faithfulness (1n]19 Xa 


(Hab. 2:4). We can analyze this verse by examining the parallels between 
“righteous one” and “not upright” in addition to “pride” versus 
“faithfulness.””> The parallel of “not upright” and “righteous one” 
reinforces righteousness is a judicial idea similar to what we observed in 
Genesis 15:6.’* These words are consistently used together in contexts that 
relate to one’s right standing before the Lord (cf. Deut. 9:5; 32:4; Ps. 32:11; 
33:1; 64:10).’”° Hence, this again relates to one’s status before the Lord.” 
The parallel between pride and faithfulness indicates Habakkuk defines 
faithfulness as a characteristic reliance upon God.” Contrary to the proud 
consistently trust him.” Those with such characteristic reliance upon the 
Lord survive his wrath in exile.” They will live in that they will experience 
God’s eschatological deliverance. As one scholar put it, the righteous one 
must have “faithful faith.” This ties in with the text’s echo of Genesis 15:6 
and Abraham’s faith. The persistent faith of Abram must become the faith 
of the Israelites in the end. It is only then that one will be righteous before 
the Lord and escape his wrath.*! 

Like Paul’s use of Genesis 15:6, Paul uses Habakkuk 2:4 in two texts 
(Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11).8? Both Romans and Galatians stress the exclusivity 
of faith. In Romans, God’s righteousness is revealed from faith to faith; it is 
revealed exclusively by faith. In Galatians 3:10-14, no one is justified by 
the law because the just shall live by faith. Habakkuk 2:4 is an effective text 
in both cases given its intertextuality. As discussed, it links back with 
Abraham’s faith and shows from beginning to end, Israel must cling to 
trusting God as opposed to themselves for their righteousness. This logic 
sets up for Paul’s arguments for the exclusivity of faith in both Romans and 
Galatians. Interestingly enough, in both of those epistles, Genesis 15:6 
(Rom. 4:4; Gal. 3:6) is mentioned in relatively close proximity to Habakkuk 
2:4 (Rom. 1:16; Gal. 3:11). Perhaps Paul’s entire argument of faith and 
righteousness is made by following the logic of the Old Testament. 

Also like Paul’s use of Genesis 15:6, Paul’s use of Habakkuk 2:4 
concentrates on the initial act of relying upon God. However, also like 
Paul’s use of Genesis 15:6, it does not preclude a persistent faith. The 
context surrounding the use of Habakkuk 2:4 in both Romans and Galatians 
confirms this. In Galatians, the point of Paul’s appeal to Habakkuk is to 


counter those who began in faith but then finish by works (Gal. 3:2-3). 
Paul’s thesis is the way one begins in faith determines how he should finish. 
Hence, the faith discussed in Habakkuk 2:4 leads to relying upon the Spirit 
after one is saved (Gal. 2:20; 5:16).** Faith is tied to sanctification. Romans 
uses Habakkuk 2:4 similarly. Habakkuk 2:4 participates in the thesis 
statement of the book concerning the power of God’s salvation. However, 
this justification by faith produces results like peace (Rom. 5:1) and 
transformation by the Spirit (Rom. 8:13).°° Again, while Paul’s use of 
Habakkuk 2:4 focuses upon justification, its implications cannot be 
absolutely divorced from how one lives the Christian life in Paul’s logic.*° 

The discussion above not only shows hermeneutical consistency but 
also parts of Paul’s soteriology. It deals with sin, forgiveness, justification, 
and that salvation comes not from man’s works but strictly from God’s 
grace. As Paul and Peter both say with Joel (cf. Acts 2:21; Rom. 10:13) that 
anyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved (Joel 2:28 [Heb., 
3:5]). These are no small doctrines. The continuity of hermeneutical 
rationale helps to produce vital components of the soteriology of the New 
Testament. 


Morality (Law and Lev. 19:18) 

In discussing the law as a whole, Paul states the new covenant fulfills 
the old (2 Cor. 3:6—18). Believers are no longer under the law to obey its 
particular regulations (Gal. 5:1). The time of internal transformation 
envisioned by Moses and the prophets has come in Christ (2 Cor. 3:18; Gal. 
4:4—7; 5:16). This is what we observed the Old Testament anticipated and 
the Gospels and Acts articulate. Paul’s logic tightly corresponds with other 
biblical writers. 

This shared rationale continues into how Paul deals with other aspects 
of the law. For example, his discussions of Christian liberty uphold how the 
Jerusalem council thought through the law and love. As discussed, the 
Jerusalem council in Acts acknowledged that believers are not under the 
law but desired the Gentiles to be sensitive to the Jews (Acts 15:23—29). 
Paul has this very rationale in discussing Christian liberty (Rom. 14-15; 1 
Cor. 8—10). Our freedom from the law cannot be used for sin or to cause 
others to stumble. Paul mirrors the logic of his contemporaries about the 
law and provides practical guidelines to live that out. 


Paul thinks about individual laws the same way Christ did. As 
mentioned above, Jesus knew the law pointed to greater theological 
realities. For this reason, our Lord proclaimed the law against adultery did 
not merely concern that act but pertained to all lust (Matt. 5:28). Likewise, 
the law of not murdering does not merely pertain to the act of killing but 
any act of hatred (Matt. 5:21—22). Paul reasons the same way. He 
understands the law about not muzzling the ox describes the principle of 
fairness (cf. 1 Cor. 9:9; 1 Tim. 5:18; cf. Deut. 25:1—4). Like Christ, the 
apostle affirms the moral principles behind the law (Rom. 7:7; 13:9; cf. 
Matt. 5:21—32). This comes from a core perspective Paul and Christ shared: 
The believer is no longer under the law but now can and should live out all 
the law stood for, by the power of the Spirit (Rom. 7:6).°” All of this shows 
Paul thinks through the law the way Christ did. 

These parallels go one step further. Jesus cites Leviticus 19:18 as the 
core of the law. Paul cites the same text with the exact same rationale. He 
states loving your neighbor as yourself is the summation of all other 
commandments (Rom. 13:9). The whole law is fulfilled in that notion (Gal. 
5:14). Thus, Paul thoroughly shares the same rationale about the law as 
Christ and other apostles. As discussed, all of this stems from how the Old 
Testament established the law to function in God’s plan. Paul continues this 
rationale and thereby helps believers understand the practical ways they 
should live in light of their freedom from the law and in light of their 
empowerment to live out the spirit of the law. 


Synthesis 

Does Paul’s hermeneutic match the prophets’ and the gospel writers’? 
We observed Paul shares the same big picture as his predecessors, both Old 
and New Testament writers. Moreover, in specific passages, he interprets 
texts the exact same way as other biblical writers and their logic becomes 
his own. However, this does not mean that he merely repeats the same 
information. Rather, in each case, he further develops the implications of 
those ideas. His use of Leviticus 18:5 further presses the necessity of 
trusting in Christ’s work and how Christ fulfills the law. His comments on 
the law’s fulfillment further show the dynamics of Christian freedom 
originally spoken of at the Jerusalem council. His discussion of Christ 
further explicates the glory of his dominion and the soteriological nature of 
his death. His portrayal of the church as new humanity and temple sharpen 


our understanding of its purpose and the specifics of how we can live up to 
that calling. Even our limited examination of Paul’s use of the Old 
Testament shows that he continues the prophetic and apostolic rationale and 
that becomes the seedbed for important parts of his theology. 


AUTHOR OF HEBREWS 


Redemptive History 

The writer of Hebrews (whom I will call Auctor) clearly has a 
redemptive historical awareness. He views redemptive history in two major 
eras: the era of the old covenant and the new. We have already observed this 
in his opening words which discuss how God’s work in past prophets now 
climaxes in his Son (Heb. 1:1—2). Auctor’s use of the law also reflects this 
perspective. He understands the new covenant has dawned (8:1—12) and as 
such there is a new priesthood (7:11) and new system (7:12). This also 
demands the old will fade away (8:13). Such a perspective of the old 
climaxing in the new is what we have seen in Christ and Paul. Auctor’s 
redemptive historical rationale follows other biblical writers. 

The author of Hebrews does not merely think of the broad sweep of 
redemptive history. He is also aware of how the details of past revelation 
weave together to form God’s plan. Hebrews 11 is case in point. The hall of 
fame of faith not only highlights examples of faith in the Old Testament but 
also shows how faith played a crucial role in God’s redemptive historical 
plan. Lane comments: 


As the list is developed, individual units begin to focus on redemptive events in history rather 
than on the person and character of the models. As M. R. D’Angelo has observed, “not each 
example, but each event is introduced by the words ‘by faith’” (Moses, 25). Thus 11:8-19 is 
not merely a summary of Abraham’s life, character, and faith. It is also a succinct history of 
the promise of God considered in terms of Abraham’s call and migration to Canaan (11:8- 
10), the conception of Isaac (11:11—12), the deferment of the fulfillment of the promise (11:13- 
16), and the command to sacrifice Isaac (11:17-19).... 


In this way the list of those who were attested by God has been transformed into a list of 
witnesses whose faith testifies to the present generation concerning the reality of the blessings 
for which Christians hope. The summation of sacred history in terms of their lives, acts, and 
deaths provides convincing evidence for the role that faith and faithfulness play in the history 
of redemption. As such, the attested exemplars of faith function as God’s witnesses who seek 
to persuade the Christian community of the reality of the recompense upon which they 
secured the conduct of their lives (so D’Angelo, Moses, 24-26; cf. Kuss, 166, 171, 180, 


185).88 


All of this reiterates the writer of Hebrews thought through Scripture 
understanding redemptive history. He understands the past for the sake of 
the present. 

Even more, Auctor’s use of Scripture indicates his awareness of where 
redemptive history is heading. We have touched on this with the mention of 
Auctor’s conception of eschatological rest which was based upon a variety 
of Old Testament texts (4:1-11; cf. Gen. 2:14; Ps. 95). Along with this 
eschatological Sabbath, Auctor proclaims a city that is to come (Heb. 13:14) 
and an unshakable kingdom where Christ abides and reigns (Heb. 12:27— 
28). Like the concept of rest, those ideas are also rooted in Old Testament 
texts (see Heb. 1:10; 12:26—28; cf. Ps. 102:26—27; Hag. 2:6-7). This too 
coincides with the perspective that the church age does not divert the story 
line but rather facilitates and anticipates the same ending. 

Overall, the writer of Hebrews grasps the big picture. He uses Scripture 
with an awareness of redemptive history and to reiterate God’s plan for 
history. He understands the sweeping flow of the Old Testament narrative, 
its climax in the New, and its anticipation of the eschatological fulfillment 
discussed in the Old and facilitated by Christ. Such a viewpoint is not 
unique to him but follows the prophets and Christ as well as matches other 
apostles. His hermeneutical perspective on the macro level maintains the 
prophetic and apostolic hermeneutic. 


Individual Passages 


Christology (Pss. 2, 110; Isa. 53) 

In a book that exalts the supremacy of Christ, Auctor frequently uses the 
Old Testament to demonstrate Christ’s greatness. How does Auctor use the 
Christological texts of Psalms 2 and 110 in comparison to those before him? 
The writer of Hebrews applies Psalm 2 to Christ to prove he is God’s Son 
and superior to angels (Heb. 1:5). This is in the context of Christ’s 
ascension after his resurrection (Heb. 1:3). Auctor’s use of Psalm 2 mirrors 
the exact rationale of Acts (4:26-29) and Paul (Rom. 1:4).?° Similarly, the 
author of Hebrews employs the exact same logic of his predecessors 
concerning Psalm 110. Auctor uses Psalm 110:1 to show Jesus’s dominion 
and victory. He sits down at the right hand of God (Heb. 1:3), which is a 
position no angel could ever have (Heb. 1:13). This too is tied with the 
resurrection just like in Peter’s and Paul’s logic (cf. Acts 2:35; Eph. 1:10). 


Fundamentally, the writer of Hebrews does not diverge from his 
contemporaries or predecessors in his use of Psalms 2 or 110. 

However, while his use of Psalm 110:1 matches his forbearers, Auctor 
goes one step further in expounding upon the implications of Psalm 110. He 
not only discusses Psalm 110:1 but also verse 4 where the Messiah is called 
a priest in the order of Melchizedek.”' In doing so, Auctor engages in the 
connection between Psalm 110:4 and the description of Melchizedek in 
Genesis 14. That too affirms how Auctor read the Old Testament with a 
view to a passage’s details and intertextuality. Based upon this, the writer 
concludes Christ’s priestly office is superior to the Levites because of its 
eternality (Heb. 7:16) and its oath (Heb. 7:22). Thus, Auctor’s reading of 
Psalm 110 is consistent with his predecessors but further expounds upon the 
passage. This passage is not only about the Messiah’s kingship but also 
about his priestly ministry. 

Finally, it is interesting Auctor only alludes to Isaiah 53 once in his 
book (Heb. 9:27—28) even though it is replete with Old Testament 
quotations and discusses Jesus’s sacrifice. Nevertheless, his use of Isaiah 53 
matches his predecessors. Auctor still interprets Isaiah 53 as about Christ 
and shows how he bears the sins of the many (language of Isa. 53:4, 11) to 
secure his people’s eternal salvation. The eschatological effects of the 
suffering Servant’s work are clear in the original context (Isa. 53:11—12).” 
Hence, Auctor’s use conforms to the original intent and the rationale of his 
contemporaries. In fact, Evans suggests Auctor’s more “casual” allusion to 
Isaiah 53 might have been because it was so well known.” If this is the 
case, then the rationale concerning Isaiah 53 might be quite pervasive 
amongst both the authors of Scripture and their first readers. 

Overall, Auctor reads Christological Old Testament texts intertextually 
and consistent with how those texts have been used in the past and present. 
Like Paul, he does not merely reiterate the developments of his 
predecessors but builds upon them for the sake of his audience (both 
practically and theologically). He more fully expounds upon Psalm 110 in 
discussing not only Jesus’s kingship but also his priesthood. He applies the 
glories of the Messiah in Psalm 2 to urge his readers to cling to their Savior. 
Even in these brief examples, we can observe that Auctor’s use of the Old 
Testament produces rich Christology in his writing. 


Christology to Ecclesiology (New Adam Motif) 


Previous writers made a connection between Christ as new Adam and 
the church as new humanity. Auctor makes the same connection in his use 
of Psalm 8 in Hebrews 2. In Psalm 8, David links his own kingly office 
with the role of Adam over creation. Consequently, Paul used that passage 
to talk of Christ’s role as a new Adam (cf. 1 Cor. 15:22, 27; Eph. 1:22). The 
author of Hebrews cites that same passage with the same rationale. Even 
though God’s intent for man was dominion, we do not see that yet. 
Nevertheless, Christ has obtained that outcome by becoming temporarily a 
little lower than the angels (Heb. 2:8—9).”* Christ as the new Adam secures 
for his people their destiny as a new humanity in a new creation (cf. Heb. 
2:5). Auctor’s use of Psalm 8 follows the logic of his predecessors. 


Soteriology (Hab. 2:4) 

Auctor’s use of Habakkuk 2:34 in Hebrews 10:37—38 has quite a few 
issues. Initially, we encounter the matter of how the author of Hebrews 
translates the verses. His wording differs from the MT, LXX, and Paul.” As 
discussed, the Hebrew text talks about “the proud one” and “the righteous.” 
Auctor translates “the proud one” as “the one who shrinks back.” Does 
“shrinking back” really correspond with “the proud one?” Is Auctor 
working with a completely different idea than what Habakkuk 2:4 originally 
stated? 

In answering this question, we can initially note Auctor adapted part of 
the LXX to make it more in line with what the Hebrew says.” For example, 
the LXX reads “the righteous one will live by my faith” (Ò òè dikatoc & 
TIOTEMS pov Cryostat, emphasis mine) but Auctor changes “my faith” back to 
“faith,” which better matches the Hebrew. So he seems to have the original 
idea in mind. Based upon this, Auctor’s translation of “the one who shrinks 
back” may appropriately give the sense of the original in a way that ties 
with what he has discussed in context. Shrinking back denotes not only a 
lack of perseverance but also rejection and defection.”’ Auctor has discussed 
such people. They are those in the wilderness wanderings (hardhearted; cf. 
Heb. 3:15; Ps. 95:8) as well as those who had the hubris to trample on the 
work of the Son (Heb. 10:29). Thus, for Auctor, the person who “shrunk 
back” in Habakkuk 2:4 is analogous to one who shrunk back from Christ 
and thereby despised him. It marks one who prefers and persists in their sin 
as opposed to loves Christ (cf. Heb. 10:26).” Lane rightly asserts that this 
is the epitome of pride.” In the theology of Hebrews, a lack 


of perseverance is an act of arrogance. Hence, Auctor’s translation still 
contrasts the dispositions of trust and pride. As Lane concludes, the writer 
of Hebrews still works with the original ideas of Habakkuk 2:4.'°° 

Having discussed this, we may still wonder how Auctor specifically 
uses Habakkuk 2:4 in his argument. In context, the author of Hebrews 
reminds his readers they need to persevere (Heb. 10:36). The righteous are 
those who persevere and will experience eschatological redemption and 
reward (Heb. 10:39).'°' This use of Habakkuk 2:4 seems to differ from Paul. 
Paul’s use of Habakkuk 2:4 stressed the exclusivity of faith as the means of 
having a right standing before the Lord. That appears to deal more with 
conversion than with perseverance which is what Auctor focuses upon in 
Hebrews 10:37-38.' Is there a conflict or even contradiction here? 

We can make two observations about this. First, the original idea of 
Habakkuk 2:4 can actually include both Paul’s idea and Auctor’s. As 
discussed, Habakkuk 2:4 described one’s faithfulness of relying upon God 
as opposed to a proud and independent disposition. In sum, the idea is of a 
“faithful faith.” Paul’s stress is upon the “faith” aspect of the “faithful 
faith.” Salvation only comes by trusting in God’s unilateral work as 
opposed to one’s own efforts.!° Auctor’s stress is upon the “faithful” aspect 
of “faithful faith.” Such reliance must endure to the end. Both implications 
are legitimate because they are a part of what Habakkuk 2:4 discussed. 

Second, we also mentioned that Paul’s own use of Habakkuk 2:4 
allowed for this implication of perseverance. His view of faith connects 
with how one lives the Christian life (cf. Gal. 3:10-14; 5:16). In Paul’s 
mind, the way one began is the way one finishes (Gal. 3:1—5). Thus, the 
entire context surrounding Paul’s use of Habakkuk 2:4 in Galatians 
accommodates Auctor’s emphasis. Likewise, Auctor’s emphasis fits 
perfectly with Paul. He does not deemphasize faith; after all, the next 
chapter—the hall of fame of faith—highlights the importance and centrality 
of faith! 

Therefore, Auctor’s use of Habakkuk 2:4 has a fundamental similarity 
with the way Paul read the text. They both believe it dealt with an enduring 
faith in God and that it dealt with standing rightly before him. Hence, a 
foundational hermeneutical unity remains. That being said, they can both, 
for the sake of their audience, draw slightly different implications from the 
text. The emphases are different to confront and encourage their readers; 
however, they are variations of the same theme, so to speak. 


This illustrates that when we speak of “parameters of significance” or a 
range of implications, there really is a spectrum. Nevertheless, it all is 
rooted in the original ideas of a text. Again, while this text does show 
diversity of application, it also highlights a fundamental unity of method; 
one that understood the original meaning of the text and rightly applied its 
implications to the situation at hand. Put differently, Auctor and Paul 
together spell out both sides of Habakkuk 2:4 and give us the fullest 
exposition of that text. Their correct expositions of the Old Testament make 
a unique and important theological contribution thereby. 


Morality (Law) 

Auctor’s use of the law is more overarching as opposed to quoting from 
particular laws.'* As discussed above, the author of Hebrews believes the 
law and the old covenant system fades in light of the emergence of the new 
covenant (Heb. 8:13). This understanding of the discontinuity of the old 
covenant into the church age concords with both Old Testament 
expectations about the Mosaic covenant as well as how New Testament 
writers consequently viewed the law. Auctor’s broader characterization of 
the law fits with his contemporaries and predecessors. 


Synthesis 

Hebrews is replete with Old Testament quotations and allusions. I know 
I have only covered a few but for this study, they are strategic. Auctor’s use 
of the selected passages evidence how he not only read the Old Testament 
intertextually but also maintained the logic of his contemporaries. Even 
when he slightly differs from another on a use of a text, there is still a 
fundamental hermeneutical unity between them. Their applications stem 
from the same framework of thought. All of this fleshes out the message of 
Hebrews. The beautiful tapestry of the hall of fame of faith, the glory of 
Christ as a better messenger and better priest, as well as the rich 
exhortations to endure in light of the end, all attest to how the continuity of 
hermeneutic produces incredible theology. 


JAMES 


Redemptive History 


The greeting in James signals his awareness of his current redemptive 
historical situation. He addresses the twelve tribes of the Diaspora (James 
1:1). We can make two observations about this. First, James maintains the 
Old Testament story line of Israel. The twelve tribes mentioned in the 
greeting refer to Jewish believers.'°> We earlier saw how the prophets wove 
together a plotline that pertained to the nation of Israel. The Gospels (Luke 
1:68-79), Acts (1:6), and Paul (Rom. 11:26) also discuss God’s plan for that 
nation in how they construe the big picture. James’ reference to the Jews in 
this text maintains that same perspective. Martin rightly argues the Jewish 
believers are evidence that the twelve tribes are not gone from God’s plan 
but still remain as a remnant even in the church age." Second, James is 
also aware of the redemptive historical reality of exile. The Diaspora refers 
to all the Jews living outside of the Promised Land since the exile had taken 
place.'°” As discussed, the Old Testament story line ended with the reality 
that the exile continued.'°* The Gospels and Acts state that the exile is not 
over yet (Matt. 27:6; Acts 1:1—-11). James sees himself and his audience 
within that plotline. This is precisely why trials take place; the 
eschatological end of exile had not yet occurred (James 1:3-4). Overall, 
James’ greeting affirms components of the story line (1.e., Israel) and 
maintains continuity with the story line (exile). 

In addition, James knows where redemptive history is going. His use of 
Scripture reflects that. Like Acts (2:14) and Paul (Eph. 1:13-14), James 
views this era as the firstfruits of creation (James 1:18). The work of God at 
the present is a sample of future new creation.'” In this way, the church age 
is a hinge on which the present turns toward the eschatological. 
Accordingly, his exhortations point the readers to the nearness of Christ’s 
return (James 5:8-9), using terminology employed by Jesus and other 
apostles (Matt. 24:33; Rom. 13:11—12; 1 Peter 4:7).''° He also alludes to 
Old Testament passages (5:1—6; cf. Isa. 2:6—20; 13:6) and the words of our 
Lord (cf. Matt. 6:19) to discuss the awaiting judgment for the wicked and 
the hope for the righteous. This evidences that, like his predecessors, James 
understood the big picture. He not only continues the logic of the prophets 
before him but also continues how Christ has developed those ideas. Even 
more, his thoughts on the big picture will match other apostles.''! All of this 
illustrates the unity of the biblical writers’ rationale. 


Individual Connections 


Soteriology (Gen. 15:6) 

To be technical, James’ epistle came before Paul’s. So we should say 
that Paul’s later use of Genesis 15:6 seems to conflict with how James used 
that passage earlier.'!* James uses this text to demonstrate Abraham was 
justified by works (James 2:21-23). Paul claims the verse proved God 
justifies based upon faith alone (Rom. 4:5—20). Have they read Genesis 
15:6 in opposite ways? 

A closer look at James can begin to resolve these issues. The major 
issue in the discussion is the nature of saving faith (James 2:14). Is faith that 
produces no work really the type of faith that God uses to redeem?!" Or, is 
it empty like saying you will help someone and in the end, do not (2:16)? 

To illustrate how faith operates (and that it produces works), James cites 
Abraham, a man whose works justified him (James 2:21).'!'* The apostle 
recounts how Abraham’s near-sacrifice of Isaac is the maturation (teA€E10w) 
of his faith (v. 22b); the event fulfills what God declared in Genesis 15:6 
(James 2:23).'' This notion of “fulfilled” is helpful in seeing James’ 
perspective and comparing it with Paul. James stresses the fulfillment of 
Genesis 15:6 and thereby the effects or ramifications of the faith in that 
passage. Paul stresses the faith in Genesis 15:6 itself. At risk of 
oversimplification, one focuses on the cause (Paul) and the other the impact 
(James).'!° 

What is important to see is that both are reasoning along the same line 
of thought from the Old Testament. We already discussed the verb form in 
Genesis 15:6 expresses Abram’s faith was a persevering or enduring faith as 
opposed to a one time act. The context of Genesis supported this. God tests 
Abraham’s trust in nearly sacrificing Isaac (Gen. 22:1). Hence, Paul rightly 
stresses the emphasis of Genesis 15:6 on faith alone as the means of 
becoming righteous before God. However, as Genesis 15:6 also deals with 
an enduring faith, James reminds his readers of that reality as well. They are 
two sides to the same coin of Genesis 15:6. Both implications are true of 
that text. 

While they may have distinctive emphases, Paul’s and James’ 
theologies surrounding Genesis 15:6 are harmonious. Both James and Paul 
arguably view the necessity of faith alone in salvation. Paul clearly states 
this (Rom. 4:1—5). James does so too. As noted, his thesis concerns not 
works but actually the nature of saving faith (James 2:21). Both also 
communicate how faith must persevere. That is James’ emphasis, but Paul 


also discusses it in the context of his quotation of Genesis 15:6 (Rom. 4:19- 
22). Moreover, both of them use “righteousness” as it pertains to one’s 
standing before God. This is how Moses and Habakkuk thought of the idea, 
which continues into Paul (Rom. 4:2—3) and James (2:23—24).'!” All of this 
demonstrates James and Paul may have stressed different aspects of faith 
for their audience but their overarching understanding of faith and Genesis 
15:6 remain the same. This contextual unity reflects a consistent 
understanding of the meaning of that text. 

Like the use of Habakkuk 2:4, there is diversity in the application of a 
text. This illustrates that various implications of a text legitimately exist. 
However, that diversity is based upon an underlying hermeneutical unity 
found in the Old Testament itself. While the New Testament author might 
need to confront one excess over the other, all of them go back to the full 
truth of what was already stated in the Old Testament. In this case, the 
enduring faith of Abraham confronts both a works-based righteousness 
mentality as well as an empty faith. Paul and James use the text 
appropriately and in ways that allow the emphasis of the other. In this way, 
both of them read and understood the Old Testament closely. Their 
rationales about its implications do correspond. 

In fact, when we step back and look at how Habakkuk 2:4 and Genesis 
15:6 are used in the New Testament, we can see how these various usages 
are essentially parallel. Paul applies both passages to the issues of 
justification, whereas Hebrews and James apply both to the issue of 
persevering in that faith. With that, there is an overarching pattern in the 
way the apostles applied these texts. Even in such supposed diversity, there 
is a consistency of logic. Again, that goes back to the fact that both Old 
Testament texts have bearing on both issues. That argues the apostles had a 
unified methodology and approach to the Old Testament. 

Accordingly, we need to pay attention to the full spectrum of 
implications of the Old Testament text. James’ emphasis is part of what we 
need to hear about the nature of faith. His application of Genesis 15:6 
provides a unique contribution to the theology of the New Testament. 


Morality (Law and Lev. 19:18) 

In a context dealing with partiality, James reminds his readers of the law 
they need to follow: the royal law of loving one’s neighbor as one’s self 
(James 2:8). James alludes to Leviticus 19:18 (loving your neighbor), a 


passage that Jesus (Mark 12:31) and Paul (Gal. 5:14) discuss.''®’ How does 
his use compare with theirs? 

James’ description of the “royal law” refers to the way Christ, the true 
king, gives the law of his kingdom based upon the Old Testament.'!’ As 
such, James’ appeal to Leviticus 19:18 follows the intertextual logic of the 
Old Testament moving to Christ. Furthermore, James uses this standard to 
deal with the issue of partiality and unity, the very topics Paul will also 
address with the same text (cf. Gal. 5:14).!”° In this way, James’ description 
of Leviticus 19:18 corresponds with what Christ has done and matches how 
other apostles use the text. There is a consistent hermeneutical approach. 


Synthesis 

James continues the hermeneutical rationale of his predecessors. Even 
in the limited examples, we can observe that James understands the big 
picture and traces his use of the Old Testament from the Old through Christ 
to himself. Again, even in times when different emphases occur, we observe 
they are complimentary implications set up by the Old Testament. James 
evidenced that he read the Old Testament the same way as the prophets 
before him and as his contemporaries. That, in turn, relates to his theology 
of perseverance, hope, sanctification, and love. 


PETER 


Redemptive History 

Peter uses Scripture with an awareness of redemptive history. His 
opening words describe believers as those who are dispersed (1 Peter 1:1). 
At other points of 1 Peter, the apostle describes them as sojourners and 
wanderers (1 Peter 2:11). Such terminology alludes to the Old Testament 
and the notion of being in exile (Deut. 28:36).'7! Other allusions to the Old 
Testament also support this idea. For example, Peter talks about judgment 
starting from God’s house (1 Peter 4:17). This alludes to Ezekiel 9:6, which 
discusses how God begins the exilic judgment of his people from the 
temple.!?? Likewise, the apostle’s mention of Babylon in 1 Peter 5:13 is 
significant. Michaels perceives it may suggest that God’s people are still 
trapped in Babylonian exile awaiting for God’s promised final 
deliverance.'? All of this evidences that Peter envisions his audience (and 


himself) as part of Israel’s exile.” Like James, Peter sees the exile 
continuing from the Old Testament into the church age. Peter uses Scripture 
with a redemptive historical consciousness like his predecessors. 

In addition, Peter sees the ending of the story in line with the prophets, 
Christ, and the apostles. In discussing eschatology, Peter alludes and quotes 
from the Old Testament in his exhortations concerning the Day of the Lord 
(2 Peter 3:10) and a new heavens and earth (v. 13) (cf. Isa. 13:6; 65:17; 
Mal. 4:5 [Heb., 3:23]). Peter read those texts with a view to God’s grander 
plan. His eschatology is based upon and matches that of Isaiah and other 
Old Testament prophets. In addition, certain phrases in Peter’s discussion 
(e.g., thief in the night motif, 2 Peter 3:10) echoes Christ’s own description 
(cf. Matt. 24:43) as well as Paul’s (1 Thess. 5:2). Peter even mentions 
agreement with Paul (2 Peter 3:15). With that, Peter not only follows the 
prophets but also Christ and the apostles in his reasoning through the big 
picture. 

Thus, Peter understand that Old Testament texts relate to the big picture. 
Like other biblical writers, he perceives his situation in light of that 
narrative. Even more, Peter’s redemptive historical rationale is identical to 
his predecessors and contemporaries. As we have seen, his formulation of 
that breadth of redemptive history corresponds not only to the prophets but 
also to Christ and the other apostles. This demonstrates a united rationale 
amongst the biblical authors. 


Individual Passages 


Christology (Isa. 53) 

Peter quotes from Isaiah 53 in 1 Peter 2:21—25. Without getting overly 
repetitious, Peter interpreted the text the same way Christ (Mark 10:45), 
Acts (Acts 3:13), Paul (Rom. 4:25), and the author of Hebrews (Heb. 9:28) 
did. He viewed the text as describing the Lord Jesus and his work on the 
cross (1 Peter 2:24). He appealed to these Old Testament descriptions to 
provide a model for believers to imitate in suffering (1 Peter 1:21). This 
specific application matches Paul who also appeals to Christ’s suffering as a 
model for our humility (Phil. 2:5-11; cf. Isa. 53:11). Thus, Peter’s use of 
Isaiah 53 is consistent with the way his predecessors and contemporaries 
interpreted and applied the text. 


Christology to Ecclesiology (Ps. 118:22; Isa. 28:16) 

We can comment similarly on Peter’s use of the stone motif in Psalm 
118:22 and Isaiah 28:16. Like his predecessors, he applies these texts to 
Christ (1 Peter 2:7). He even uses the text to discuss how someone will 
stumble on the Stone (1 Peter 2:8), which is exactly what our Lord said as 
well (Matt. 21:44). Thus, Peter’s use of the Old Testament corresponds to 
what was done previously. The prophets, Christ, and Peter share the same 
rationale behind both interpretation and application.'*° 

At the same time, Peter uses this to show that believers are a community 
of stones designed for worship and witness (1 Peter 2:4—5). We observed 
this very rationale in Paul, who describes the church as the temple being 
built upon Christ the cornerstone (Eph. 2:20—22). Peter and Paul correspond 
closely.'*° Peter uses this metaphor to highlight the church’s distinctiveness 
from the world and the conduct befitting this “holy temple.” Believers 
should live in various ways (1 Peter 2:12—3:7) so as to give witness to 
Christ (1 Peter 3:15). In this way, Peter builds upon the theology of temple. 
While Paul uses the imagery to discuss the church’s role in redemptive 
history, Peter shows another side of the scriptural metaphor: the practical 
ramifications of how the church should live. 


Synthesis 

Peter uses the Old Testament far more than I have mentioned here.!?’ 
That attests to the prevalent influence of those Scriptures on his rationale 
and writing. In the examples examined, we observed Peter continued the 
logic of the prophets, Christ, and the apostles. He interpreted the Old 
Testament fundamentally the same way his predecessors did. He even 
applied earlier revelation the same way others had (e.g., 1 Peter 2:7—8; Eph. 
2:20-22). Hence, Peter is squarely within the continuity of the prophetic to 
apostolic hermeneutic. This sets up for Peter’s own unique theology of how 
the church should live up to its calling in a time of exile as it awaits its 
future hope. 


JUDE 


Redemptive History 


For a short book, Jude refers to past revelation frequently, and part of 
that usage deals with his rationale about the big picture. In the famous 
“Jude doxology,” Jude reminds believers God will preserve them till the 
end (Jude 24) and that all “glory, majesty, dominion, and authority” belongs 
to God in Christ Jesus (v. 25). Green observes how the language of Jude’s 
doxology echoes various Old Testament texts (cf. Deut. 6:4; 32:15; Ps. 
55:19; Dan. 4:1) and shares some particular affinities with Daniel.'** Daniel 
envisioned the Son of Man receiving glory, honor, and a kingdom (Dan. 
7:9-14). Jude alludes to this in order to point believers to the moment of the 
climax of God’s plan portrayed in Daniel. He uses Scripture to help 
believers see the big picture and have hope. 

In addition, Jude describes the return of Christ as a moment where he 
comes with angels to execute judgment (Jude 14-15). However, that 
description does not come from Scripture but from 7 Enoch! This raises a 
problem. Did Jude believe 7 Enoch was Scripture? If not, why did Jude 
quote from this book? How does this affect our understanding of his 
hermeneutical rationale? 

As many commentators point out, Jude’s quotation of 7 Enoch does not 
necessarily mean he believed the entire book was Scripture. For one, a 
stable text of 7 Enoch may not have existed until after the time of Jude. So 
it may be that Jude was citing a tradition as opposed to a formal 
document.'”? Even if he did quote from a form of 7 Enoch, that does not 
demand Jude believed the entire book was canonical. As Bauckham points 
out, the Qumranians quoted from 7 Enoch and did not believe that it was 
part of their Scriptures.'*° As others observe, Paul quotes from Aratus (Acts 
17:28) and Epimenides (Titus 1:12) yet does not indicate that they were 
inspired.'*! Rather, the biblical writers identify, under the inspiration of the 
Spirit, these statements in and of themselves were true. In this case, Jude 
knew the Enoch mentioned in Genesis really did say what Jude records in 
Jude 14-15. 

However, Jude’s use of 7 Enoch is not random and actually may prove 
his careful reading of Scripture rather than disprove it. Jude modifies the 
verses quoted from / Enoch. In fact, it is different from both versions 
(Ethiopic and Aramaic) of 7 Enoch we have today.'*? Why did Jude do this? 
I would argue Jude’s modifications bring those verses in 7 Enoch more in 
line with Old and New Testament writings.'*? The words of Jude 14-15 
heavily echo previous revelation. For example, the Lord coming with 


myriads of holy ones reminds one of Deuteronomy 33:2, Daniel 7:10, 
Zechariah 14:5, and Matthew 16:27.'** All four of those texts discuss the 
eschatological climax of history with a messianic figure coming with the 
angels. Judgment against the ungodly (mentioned in Jude 15) echoes a 
variety of statements of the prophets (Isa. 24:8; 57:21; Zeph. 3:4) and 
apostles (cf. 1 Peter 4:18; 2 Peter 2:5-7; 3:7). Put differently, Jude’s 
quotation from 7 Enoch is modified to reflect an entire biblical theological 
line of thought that tells of Christ’s awesome wrath commencing at his 
return. Accordingly, Jude uses 7 Enoch rhetorically to cite Scripture (even if 
1 Enoch is not Scripture). It may be akin to how we use a pithy quote from 
an author today to summarize a series of biblical passages pointing out a 
biblical theme or truth.'*° 

One still might ask why Jude uses 7 Enoch? Why not just use those Old 
Testament texts or statements from Jesus? Scholars suggest this might be 
polemical since Jude’s opponents may have valued J Enoch.'*° In light of 
the above discussion, I would add three factors in discerning Jude’s 
rationale. First, he knew the portion of 7 Enoch cited was factually accurate. 
Thus, he was citing the truth (even if not all of J Enoch is true).'*’ Second, 
he knew the words of Enoch encapsulated a rich biblical theology of 
eschatological judgment that spanned from the Pentateuch to the apostles. 
Thus, the quote from / Enoch is rhetorically effective. Third, his choice of 
Enoch’s quotation is because Enoch came first. He set the foundation for 
the entire motif of God’s wrath that Jude conveys. This is not only because 
Jude knows Enoch the prophet said this chronologically early (see the first 
point) but also because of the biblical theological rationale that God’s 
judgment in the Flood is the basis for the final judgment. Isaiah compares 
God’s final wrath in exile and deliverance to the times of Noah (Isa. 54:9). 
That logic is continued by Jesus, who says something similar (Matt. 24:38), 
and also Peter (2 Peter 2:5). Jude’s use of 7 Enoch probably has this 
perspective in mind as well. His point is that God warned about his end- 
times wrath from the very beginning. There is no excuse and so believers 
and the false teachers should take heed. Judgment will come and no one 
who distorts the faith will be safe.'°® 

Returning to the main point of this subsection, Jude’s use of 7 Enoch 
does not undermine his use of Scripture but actually demonstrates the 
likelihood of Jude’s awareness of the interconnectedness of Scripture and 
that such intertextuality formed a composite picture of the climax of 


redemptive history. Tracing judgment from Moses through the prophets to 
Christ and the apostles is the very nature of how the prophetic hermeneutic 
continues into the apostolic hermeneutic. Jude then operated with the same 
rationale as those before him. That continuity maintains an awareness of 
God’s grander plan for history. 


Individual Passages 

Jude does not contain any allusions to the sample texts I have selected. 
This does not mean that he does not refer to the Old Testament at all. In 
addition to the examples above, Jude makes frequent allusions to the Old 
Testament. I can briefly talk about three of those here. First, he refers to the 
wilderness wanderings as an example of God’s judgment against 
unbelievers (Jude 5). That same example is used by Paul (1 Cor. 10:1-3) 
and Auctor (Heb. 3:7—4:11). In fact, that is how the Old Testament writers 
themselves applied that event (cf. Ps. 78:1—72; 95:8-11). Jude’s use of the 
Old Testament demonstrates that he continues in the rationale of the 
prophets and apostles. 

Second, he appeals also to Sodom and Gomorrah as another instance of 
God’s judgment (Jude 7). The prophets discuss Sodom and Gomorrah along 
those lines (Isa. 1:9-10; 3:9; Jer. 50:40), as does Jesus (Luke 11:23-24) and 
Peter (2 Peter 2:6). Again, the application of the prophets becomes the 
application of the New Testament writers. 

Third, Jude compares the false teachers with Balaam (Jude 11). This is a 
good comparison, since Balaam attempted to oppose Israel and God for 
money.'*’? The prophets remind their readers of Balaam in order to show 
how God defended them against this evil man (Deut. 23:4—5; Josh. 24:9-10; 
Neh. 13:2; Mic. 6:5). The New Testament writers stress the evilness of that 
same man (cf. 2 Peter 2:15; Rev. 2:14). Although this emphasis is slightly 
different than the Old Testament, both emphases are true of the Balaam 
narrative. This again illustrates the significance of a text includes a range of 
implications. Nevertheless, the prophets and apostles share the same core of 
caring for the original meaning and making legitimate implications of prior 
revelation. Even more, what is interesting is that Jude’s use of Balaam 
matches how it is used by both Peter (2 Peter 2:15) and John (Rev. 2:14). 
This again shows how tightly the apostles correspond in their hermeneutical 
thinking. 


Synthesis 

Even though Jude is a short book, it is a book filled with Old Testament 
allusions. This reiterates the notion that the Old Testament pervasively 
influences New Testament writings. While he does not quote from the 
samples I selected, he still quotes passages that are used in both Old and 
New Testaments. In briefly discussing them, we found out he often matched 
his predecessors’ and contemporaries’ precise applications. This evidences 
he shared the same hermeneutical rationale as other biblical writers. He was 
a good exegete of the text. Furthermore, his hermeneutical continuity 
produces immense theology that gives the saints hope and provides stern 
warnings of God’s eschatological judgment. Jude says a lot through a little 
by his intertextuality. In this way, he is a profound theologian in his own 
right. 


JOHN 


Redemptive History 

In dealing with 1-3 John and Revelation, John’s use of Scripture for 
putting together the big picture is itself massive. The entire book of 
Revelation really is an endeavor in that regard. While I cannot discuss this 
comprehensively, I can refer the reader to a variety of volumes that have.!*° 
Moreover, we can remember the point of all these discussions in examining 
John’s use of the Old Testament on the macro level. We are asking if John 
thought about the big picture. We are also asking if John thought through 
that big picture the same way as his predecessors. 

To those questions, even a preliminary survey answers in the 
affirmative. John views his audience as living in the latter days. Beale has 
rightly observed that the phrase “after these things” (usta tadta cf. Rev. 
1:19) alludes to Daniel and refers to that idea.'*! This corresponds with what 
prior inspired writers have stated. The Old Testament anticipated the latter 
days (Deut. 4:30; Dan. 2:28; Joel 2:28 [Heb. 3:1]). In Acts, Peter announces 
that they have come (Acts 2:16-17), a mentality maintained by Paul (2 Tim. 
3:1) and Auctor (Heb. 1:2). Thus, John’s statement about the latter days 
upholds what Old and New Testament have said. He continues the prophetic 
and apostolic rationale and points to the culmination of God’s plan. 


With that, the rest of Revelation portrays the ending of the story and 
what believers are waiting for. John’s descriptions of the end are immersed 
in Old Testament imagery. For example, the inaugural vision where our 
Lord receives the scroll incorporates the visions of Isaiah (Rev. 4:8; cf. Isa. 
6:1—3), Ezekiel (Rev. 4:8; cf. Ezek. 1:1—28), and Daniel (Rev. 4:4—5:14; cf. 
Dan. 7:9-13).!” The amount of time John assigns part of the tribulational 
period (three and a half years) corresponds to what Daniel says (Rev. 11:2— 
9; cf. Dan. 12:7). The beast (Rev. 13:1) and its war against the saints (Rev. 
13:7) echoes Daniel’s prophecy as well (Dan. 7:8, 21). The signs and 
wonders in the sky as the stars are darkened echoes Isaiah (Rev. 6:12; cf. 
Isa. 2:13:10) and other prophets (cf. Joel 2:10) and alludes to the Exodus 
(Ex. 10:21—29). As the plotline of Revelation advances, an eschatological 
showdown occurs where the earth goes out to battle the Savior (Rev. 19:18- 
19). This seems to echo the battle of Gog and Magog in Ezekiel (cf. Ezek. 
39:18-20).' Overall, John draws upon Daniel and other Old Testament 
writings to form the narrative structure and imagery of Revelation. This 
evidences John does understand the big picture and use Scripture 
accordingly. In fact, he weaves together antecedent Scripture the way his 
predecessors did. 

This not only occurs in how John portrays God’s eschatological 
judgment but also the positive outcomes of salvation and kingdom. There is 
a remnant on Zion who sings worship to God (Rev. 14:1-3). This echoes 
Isaiah 2:2—4, which describes God’s dominion in Jerusalem over the world. 
The millennial kingdom in Revelation 20:1—6 demonstrates God rules over 
all nations in Christ per Daniel 7:11—12.'** With this, comes the fulfillment 
of other prophecies about God’s dominion over the earth (Zech. 14:9-21; 
Amos 9:11—15; Joel 3:18—21 [Heb. 4:18—21]). At that time, God’s glory 
will fill the earth as Isaiah (Isa. 6:3) and Ezekiel (43:2—4) proclaimed (cf. 
Rev. 18:1—2).'*° Even more, his people will reign as Daniel declared (Dan. 
7:11-12) and Paul reiterated (2 Tim. 2:12). John’s portrayal of the 
millennial kingdom and the victory of God again draws deeply from past 
revelation and continues in the story line, as opposed to diverting from it. 
Even the conclusion of that era does this. Satan is released to deceive the 
nations (Rev. 20:8—10), which echoes the way the serpent of old deceived 
the woman (Gen. 3:13). However, the second Adam does not fail where the 
first did. Jesus is proved to be the new Adam who does reign all in all.'*° 
Again, John is aware of God’s greater plan and uses Scripture accordingly. 


John’s echoes of the Old Testament continue to the very end of the story 
line. John’s description of the eternal state also is consistent with the way 
the prophets and apostles portrayed redemptive history. It is a new heavens 
and earth, which Isaiah stated (Isa. 65:17) and Peter reiterated (2 Peter 
3:13). The echoes to past revelation (Rev. 21:12-14; cf. Ezek. 48:31-34; 
Acts 1:26) show that the eternal state will be a forever celebration of God’s 
work in Christ throughout redemptive history. Eternity will be spent 
worshipping the One who secured eternal redemption and glory. That too 
the prophets and apostles anticipated (Rev. 21:23; cf. Isa. 24:23; see also 
Rev. 22:3; cf. Dan. 7:14; 1 Tim. 6:16).!4” 

Overall, Revelation does not make a divergent conclusion to the story 
line. Rather, John uses the Old Testament frequently to show that his story 
is immersed in the Old Testament plot line. However, he does not merely 
allude to the Old but also continues the way his fellow apostles used those 
same texts. John had the big picture in mind and weaved together a variety 
of prophetic texts showing that he read through the Scripture intertextually 
as those before him. His work demonstrates the thorough hermeneutical 
continuity of the prophets and apostles. He portrays the climax they both 
had anticipated. It is the culmination of history and theology.'*® 

While this again illustrates hermeneutical continuity, I should point out 
an implication of this. Namely, part of our difficulty in discerning the book 
of Revelation is because of our lack of understanding of where John 
fundamentally drew his imagery from: the Old Testament. Eschatology is 
complicated because of what it requires us to know. However, 
hermeneutical continuity also shows us that if we understand the imagery 
and concepts of the Old Testament, that helps us to really grasp what John 
shows us in the last book of Scripture. In any case, John’s extensive 
allusions to the Old Testament serve as an illustration of how the prophetic 
hermeneutic continues into the apostolic hermeneutic. 


Individual Passages 


Morality (Lev. 19:18) 

First through Third John and Revelation make abundant use of the Old 
Testament, and the above discussion is a case in point. Nevertheless, out of 
the sample passages, Leviticus 19:18 is the main text John uses. John 
discusses Christ’s command to love one another (2 John 1:5). On one hand, 


he says it is an “old commandment” (1 John 2:7). On the other hand, he 
says it is a “new commandment” (1 John 2:8). How can both be true? The 
continuation of the prophetic hermeneutic into the apostolic hermeneutic 
can help solve this problem. 

The reason the command is “old” is not only because it comes from the 
Old Testament (Lev. 19:18) but also because Jesus had earlier talked about 
that text and the nature of love. This is described in John 13, and John’s 
audience was well aware of it.'*° It was the word they knew from the 
beginning (1 John 2:7b). John’s allusion to Jesus’s words in John 13 show 
he is aware of our Lord’s words and may imply he is building upon them. 
This is confirmed in the apostle’s statement that the law is “new.” John 
explains that this newness exists because the new covenant has dawned, 
allowing believers to love on a greater level (1 John 2:8b).'°° This is 
precisely how Jesus talked about Leviticus 19:18 in John 13:34.'°' John’s 
discussion of “old” and “new” shows he thinks of love the way Jesus used 
Leviticus 19:18 earlier on. Jesus anticipates this new covenant love, and 
now John’s readers have experienced it.!°? Accordingly, John follows the 
logic of what the prophets articulated (Lev. 19:18; cf. Deut. 6:5—6; Deut. 
30:1-6), Christ proclaimed (Matt. 5:17; John 13:34), and other apostles 
upheld (Gal. 4:4-6; Heb. 8:13; James 2:8). That logic helps to formulate 
John’s theology of love. 


Synthesis 

Our brief discussion indicates John was a profound scriptural thinker. 
He knew previous revelation well and alludes to it frequently in his 
writings. Revelation evidences he was immersed in how the Scriptures 
interconnected to form the big picture and maintains the same ending of the 
story as his predecessors. His epistles evidence he thought about the law 
and love through how Old Testament anticipations climaxed in Christ who 
gave a new law of love. It is absolutely fascinating that the way Christ 
thinks about love in the New Testament is not only the way John thinks of it 
but the precise way other New Testament writers have articulated it. That 
testifies to how the prophetic hermeneutic continues into the apostolic 
hermeneutic and how the apostolic hermeneutic indeed is unified. All of 
this produces some of the densest material in the New Testament to wade 
through. The use of the Old Testament in the New is extensive and does 
help to form the fabric of New Testament theology. 


CONCLUSION 


We initially asked if hermeneutical continuity was pervasive and if so, how 
that shaped the New Testament. I can sum up a response to those questions 
in three points. First, the idea that the apostolic hermeneutic continues the 
prophetic is widespread. The discussion above shows this is not limited to 
just certain authors of the New Testament, but rather exists in the rationale 
of all the New Testament writers. They understood biblical revelation in 
light of redemptive history and in its details. They saw how Christ 
continued and climaxed the rationale of the prophets. All of that sets up for 
their own use of the Old Testament. In this way, the prophetic hermeneutic 
continues into the apostolic hermeneutic. 

Second, what strengthens this idea is that the apostles themselves are 
remarkably consistent with each other in how they interpret and apply the 
Scriptures. As discussed previously, an author’s intent includes meaning 
and significance. The latter concerns the range of legitimate inferences that 
stem from the author’s stated ideas. Hence, when we deal with a text’s 
significance, we anticipate a spectrum of applications. In this study, we 
have at times witnessed various implications that stem from the author’s 
meaning (cf. our discussion on Genesis 15:6 and Habakkuk 2:4). That is 
completely permissible and expected. 

Nevertheless, the vast majority of examples exhibited essentially 
identical applications of the same text. We surveyed through the apostles’ 
use of passages like Psalms 2, 110, and 118, as well as Isaiah 53 and 
Leviticus 19:18. These cases would be the easiest examples to find 
hermeneutical differences between the apostles, yet we find the opposite. 
The apostles not only interpreted these passages the exact same way but 
also applied them the exact same way. This is particularly striking 
especially when we contrast the apostles’ hermeneutical unity with their 
contemporaries in the second temple period. In his study on the way 
Qumran uses the Old Testament, Fitzmyer puts it aptly: 


There is no evidence at Qumran of a systematic, uniform exegesis of the Old Testament. The 
same text was not always given the same interpretation (see the variants in C. D. vii and xix 
and compare the use of Num. xxiv 17 and Amos ix 11 in different contexts). Nor does any 
pattern appear in the Old Testament quotations in the Qumran texts such as that which C. H. 
Dodd has detected in the New Testament. 13 


In light of Fitzmyer’s quote, we can see the apostles’ uniformity is 
exceptional and thereby nothing short of extraordinary. Superficial 
methodological similarities could never produce such unity. Rather, this 
evidences the apostles had a deep underlying hermeneutical method and 
logic. As we have observed in this chapter, this rationale came from their 
perceptive awareness of how the prophets wrote and used Scripture. The 
Spirit caused the apostles to be so in tune with the prophets’ logic that the 
apostles came to the same conclusions and applications. Their 
hermeneutical continuity with their predecessors drives their consistency 
with each other. That not only reflects continuity of the Old Testament in 
the Old or Old Testament in the New but even New Testament in the New. 
With that, the quest for authorial logic is complete. The consistency of the 
apostles’ applications shows that there is a consistent hermeneutical logic in 
Scripture. 

Third, this consistent reasoning of using the Old Testament produces 
rich and cohesive theology in the New. While I have been far from detailed, 
we have touched on the topics of Christology, ecclesiology, eschatology, 
morality, and soteriology. Those are not side issues within the New 
Testament. The use of the Old Testament anchors the apostles’ 
conceptualization of those topics and provides the foundation for their 
theological discussions. It also provides the framework, purposes, language, 
and ideas that the New Testament will appropriately apply in light of a new 
era in Christ.'°° It even allows their discussions to compound upon each 
other for they shared a consistent foundation of the prophets’ logic (see 
above point). Such theological development is not just in biblical theology 
(e.g., new Adam, redemptive history) but also in systematics (e.g., 
soteriology, Christology, morality). Hence, the Old Testament shapes the 
New Testament and its message. In this way, we can say that hermeneutical 
continuity helps to produce the theological fabric of the New Testament. 

Although I have not been comprehensive, the sampling of texts above 
help to make this case. Other scholars have come to similar conclusions.'°° 
In addition, what we have observed above does not undermine inspiration 
but rather depends upon it. As I have repeatedly said, the biblical writers are 
both those who read texts and those who reveal. The Spirit is certainly in 
the revealing process. He reveals new information that hermeneutically fits 
well with previous revelation. At the same time, the Spirit must also be 
involved in the reading or hermeneutical process. He must ensure the 


human authors read previous revelation well enough to set up for what he 
would reveal to and through them. In these cases, he arguably ensures the 
biblical authors do not fall into hermeneutical error.'°’ He guides them to 
truth (John 16:13).'°8 This too supports the notion the prophets and apostles 
were consistent with the hermeneutical standard they proclaimed and 
thereby with each other. Even more, the extraordinary consistency we have 
observed above is a testimony of the divine authorship of the Scriptures. 

In light of this, how do we read? The above discussion reiterates how 
the continuity of prophetic hermeneutic into the New Testament can form 
the theology of the New. We may at times read the New Testament divorced 
from the Old, but that is a mistake. The New Testament can say a lot with a 
little because it pulls and develops information from the repository of the 
Old. If you want to be a better reader of the New Testament, then you need 
to be a better reader of the Old. In doing so, we can see the richness of New 
Testament theology even better. 
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THE CHRISTIAN HERMENEUTIC 
READING AS THEY READ AND INTENDED 


HOW THEY READ, AND THE QUEST FOR 
AUTHORIAL LOGIC 


e began this book with the quest for authorial logic. We looked to 

see how the biblical writers thought and wrote and how we can 
learn from them. We examined the hermeneutic of the prophets and apostles 
in the previous chapters gleaning certain insights into how to better read 
them. As we now look to synthesize what we learn from them, it is fitting to 
summarize how they read, thought, and wrote. 

Fundamentally, the prophets and apostles were focused upon authorial 
intent. They not only claimed this with introductory formulas but also 
showed this in their practice. Within this, the prophets were exegetes and 
theologians. They paid attention to the main ideas and the literary and 
intertextual context of past revelation. They even focused upon its details, 
down to the very word. Their thorough work shows they cared about 
meaning. The prophets also understood texts had intended implications 
upon life and theology. They knew, at times, these implications had been 
developed throughout progressive revelation. In this way, the prophets also 
cared about the intended significance of a text. As a result, they followed 
their predecessors’ rationale and via new revelation, expounded upon those 
implications. Because they knew theology and God’s plan, they wrote not 
only to confront their present situation but also with a view to the future. 
Although they did not know the future exhaustively, the prophets set up for 


later individuals (prophets, Christ, and apostles) to further elaborate on their 
ideas. 

The New Testament does not divert or disconnect from this rationale but 
maintains and completes it. They too were exegetes who paid attention to 
individual phrases and words as well as the context of a passage. The 
apostles were also theologians who knew the big picture of Scripture; knew 
the interconnectedness of the Old Testament; and via new revelation fleshed 
out the themes, ideas, and ramifications earlier highlighted by their 
predecessors. Where the apostles’ conclusions mystify us, we actually find 
their logic textually expressed in the intertextuality of the Old Testament. 
Instead of devaluing authorial intent, they depended upon it. This helps us 
trace their theology. 

In sum, the biblical writers read the Scripture carefully. Rather than 
reading it out of context, they read previous revelation in its fully intended 
context. The biblical authors understood how previous authors had 
intertextually connected their writings with antecedent revelation. This 
situated those texts in larger theological contexts and within God’s plan. As 
a result, in their own writings, the prophets and apostles continued the logic 
of their predecessors and further fleshed out the theological significance of 
past revelation. This in turn sets up for future revelation to continue that 
trajectory. The logic of the writer is textually expressed in the intertextuality 
of Scripture. That is the continuity between prophetic and apostolic 
hermeneutics. 


HOW WE READ: MORE THAN A CROSS- 
REFERENCER 


Christian Hermeneutic in Continuity with Biblical Writers 

In attempting to model our interpretation after that of the biblical 
writers, we must remember to concentrate on how they read. As repeated 
throughout this book, the prophets and apostles were both readers of 
Scripture and those who revealed Scripture. As we also discussed, both 
aspects play a distinct yet related role in the quest for authorial logic. The 
biblical writers intertextually looked back at prior revelation to see its 
meaning as well as theological implications and trajectory. That is how they 
read. This reading serves as a platform for further development. The 


biblical writers via new revelation added information to Scripture that 
defined and detailed those theological implications of a text. That deals 
with how they revealed. Again, the question of hermeneutics is not how the 
biblical writers revealed new information but how they read what had 
already been revealed. When we look to whether we can imitate their 
hermeneutic, the “reading aspect” of their rationale is what we ought to 
concentrate on. 

With this in mind, if we look at a standard hermeneutics textbook, we 
will see the need to talk about historical context, genre, context, grammar, 
and word study. Textbooks will also focus upon the priority of authorial 
intent in both its meaning and implications upon life.’ In the introduction, 
we wondered if this was legitimate. How do we prove such methodology is 
correct and that we are not over-reading or underreading a text? 

If we stop and think about how the biblical writers read their Bible, it is 
remarkably similar to what we have been taught. They cared about authorial 
intent. They cared about history and God’s plan.” They knew both literary 
and intertextual context.’ They carefully studied grammar and words.* They 
understood that the ideas (meaning) of past revelation had implications and 
consequences (significance). 

The biblical writers’ hermeneutic reflects how they believe the Bible 
communicates. This explains to us how we should read it. We can have 
confidence we need to study a passage from its historical background down 
to the very word because that is the way the prophets and apostles believed 
the Bible works. That is how they read Scripture, and thereby that is how 
they expressed their ideas in Scripture. That is how they articulated their 
intent. Accordingly, the biblical writers have not just told us to rightly 
divide the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15) but have shown us how to do it. Their 
hermeneutical method does not derail all that we have traditionally learned. 
Rather, their methodology substantiates it. 

That should be immensely comforting to us. We are not following some 
random method. Instead, we should have confidence that the traditional 
hermeneutical methodology is correct. In addition, the prophets’ and 
apostles’ example should convict us to treasure and read the Scripture as 
intensely as they did. So, let us go back to those hermeneutics books we 
may have, refresh our memory on how to study the Scripture, and then do it 
with great zeal.” We do not need a new hermeneutic but rather need to 
carefully practice what we already have. In doing so, we focus on what the 


biblical writers focused on when they read Scripture: authorial intent. We 
thereby think their thoughts after them. We read the way they read. We 
repeat the hermeneutical method they had. Their logic thereby becomes our 
logic. All of this occurs because we follow their intent as they followed 
their predecessors. As such, the prophetic and apostolic hermeneutic 
becomes the Christian hermeneutic. 

That being said, I can supplement the traditional discussion with the 
insights gained through this study. Often times, looking at other passages 
might be confined to the step of “cross-referencing.” Sometimes this occurs 
at the end of the hermeneutical process. However, the interconnectedness of 
Scripture plays a far more pervasive role in the biblical writers’ rationale. 
Intertextuality informs how the biblical writers understood history as well 
as the literary context, phrases, and words of Scripture. Examining how we 
can practically discern intertextuality in these areas can help make us better 
interpreters of the biblical writers’ intent. After all, we want to make sure 
we gain all the information they willed in the text. So we need to become 
more than a cross referencer when looking up other texts. There is “inspired 
cross-referencing” taking place, and by discerning that we can enhance our 
understanding of their intent. 


Historical Context 

With this in mind, we can proceed to discuss how the biblical writer 
thought through historical background. The author does not live in a 
vacuum. Understanding the world in which he lives helps us better 
understand his writing. Thus, we study how various areas of culture, 
politics, geography, religions/ideologies, nations, and historical events are 
involved in the text at hand.° Those considerations enhance the realism of a 
passage and help us relate to the original author’s and audience’s 
circumstances.’ They also sharpen our understanding of the issues and ideas 
the author deals with as well as the words, phrases, and logic that he 
employs.® Ultimately, historical backgrounds paint a picture of the world 
surrounding the author, which helps to explain the purpose of his writing 
(book or passage), as well as explain particular ideas that he appeals to or 
engages against. 

The prophets’ and apostles’ intertextual work adds another layer to this. 
As we have seen, the biblical writers did not merely interact with their 
culture and history but also interpreted it theologically. They understood 


that God was at work in history and that their lives were part of a bigger 
story. As such, they wrote not only with a view toward their immediate 
audience but also to participate in advancing God’s plan. Hence, we are not 
only looking at what was happening around the author at the time of writing 
but also how he saw himself at this particular juncture of redemptive 
history. We are looking for that redemptive historical situation. That 
provides further insight into the greater theological issues he wrote toward. 

For example, we are not just trying to understand the event of Israel’s 
return from Babylon in 538 Bc. We also seek to grasp how the writers of 
Ezra or Nehemiah understood their circumstances theologically. They see 
this moment as God granting Israel a “second chance” to live for him (cf. 
Neh. 9:31—32). However, the question is whether or not this return marks 
the absolute completion of the exile (cf. Isa. 60:1—22).? House observes that 
the books of Ezra and Nehemiah answer this by stating that while God is 
faithful, the exile is not yet over (cf. Neh. 9:36). This paves the way for the 
story to continue (in the New Testament).'? Consequently, the redemptive 
historical situation helps us to see that these “nice stories” about building 
the wall and temple are equally about a theology of God’s faithfulness and 
the exile. 

Likewise, Paul’s epistles need to be grounded not only in the 
circumstances of Paul’s life but also how his mission fits within the greater 
plan of God. As briefly discussed last chapter, Paul understood his calling 
was to the Gentiles (Gal. 1:16). That participated in God’s larger agenda to 
show his Servant’s glory to the ends of the world (cf. Isa. 42:7; Acts 1:8). 
His epistles work to accomplish this mission (Gal. 4:11; Phil. 2:16; 1 Thess. 
3:5). 

This enhances the way we read the Pauline epistles. We may view his 
writings as having arose purely on pragmatic grounds—namely, he wrote a 
letter because of a situation in a church. That is true and we do not want to 
dehistoricize Paul’s letters. Historical backgrounds will help us better 
understand Paul’s intent and how he particularly deals with a specific 
situation. 

However, such an effort is not apart from Paul’s overarching mission. 
He wrote his letters not only to address pragmatic needs of the moment but 
also theological needs evidenced by that situation. He recognized a 
particular church’s circumstances were a redemptive historical opportunity 
to address larger issues that would shape the universal church for years to 


come. This is precisely why he desires his writings to be read by other 
congregations (Col. 4:16) and calls for leaders to pass what they have 
learned down to future generations (2 Tim. 2:2). As discussed, he knew he 
was writing Scripture, which is profitable for all (2 Tim. 3:16).'' Hence, if 
we read Paul’s epistle and merely think, “This letter is Paul dealing with the 
problems of Philippi,” we miss the point. That is a means (albeit an 
essential one!) to an end; an end defined by Paul’s understanding of the 
bigger picture of God’s plan and how his mission fits in redemptive history. 
Hence, understanding redemptive history helps to show how each of his 
letters make a larger theological contribution than we may have originally 
anticipated. Schreiner puts it aptly: 


Thus, his [Paul’s] letters were part of his missionary work, written to encourage believers to 
continue in their newfound faith. The strengthening function of his letters does not imply that 
the letters were hastily written instructions lacking any organization or coherence. Nor does 
the fact that he addressed specific circumstances suggest that Paul tacked this way and that, 
offering any advice that appeared to help his churches at the moment. What made Paul such 
an effective missionary is that he wrote his letters out of deeply held and thoroughly thought- 
through convictions. These convictions anchored him and his churches as they passed through 
storms in which false teaching and immoral behavior threatened the churches’ survival. Paul 
made a lasting impact precisely because he tackled the specific circumstances in the churches 


from a worldview that was powerfully coherent.'” 


In addition, just as history not only shapes the overarching purpose of a 
book but also its specific ideas, so redemptive history can do so as well. 
The biblical writers’ redemptive historical consciousness shapes their 
thinking on particular biblical themes and concepts. For instance, we 
observed that the Gospel writers traced the life of Christ in light of how that 
fit in the big picture. Their awareness of redemptive history allows them to 
identify and communicate the significance of various events of his time on 
earth. We also noticed that redemptive history plays into how the New 
Testament writers used the law. They knew that Christ was the goal and 
fulfillment of the law (cf. Matt. 5:17; Rom. 10:4). This shaped how the 
apostles relate to and apply the law. We will comment more on this 
particular subject later, but for now, the above illustrates that redemptive 
history helps to form how the biblical writers think through particular 
theological implications, issues, and details. We will thereby need to be 
aware of this as well. 

At this point, we might wonder, “How do I understand the redemptive 
historical situation and grasp its significance on a passage?” Here are some 


steps: 


1. 


Become more familiar with the Bible’s story line. That will enable 
us to see how each piece of revelation contributes to the formation 
of that plotline. Thus, reading our Bibles more and seeing how the 
prophets and apostles weave this together is essential (cf. Neh. 9:1— 
38; Pss. 78; 105-6; Dan. 9:1-19; Acts 13:13-41; Gal. 3—4). 
Thankfully, the Lord has also provided teachers who have trod this 
path before us and provide the results of their own studies. Reading 
them can enlighten us as well." 


Based upon that, we should understand where the author is in the 
story line and how he makes a contribution to God’s agenda in that 
era. We can see how the particular details of a text and its historical 
circumstances “fit” in contributing to achieve what God had in mind 
for that time. How does a book uniquely accomplish God’s purposes 
at that given moment? In addition, we can also see how redemptive 
history can shape the details of a text. Such a context can explain to 
us why certain things were happening (like miracles). Redemptive 
historical factors may also impact the way a writer uses prior 
revelation and its theological ramifications. For example, how does 
the use of the law change after Christ came than before? 


Finally, understanding redemptive history provides an awareness of 
not just where the writer is at but where the story is heading. As 
discussed, the prophets and apostles were quite mindful of that. 
Here is where we can begin to ask the question of directionality. 
Having understood how the author positioned himself in redemptive 
history, how does he set up for the future? How does he position his 
particular ideas to play into God’s greater agenda? Where is this 
going and how does he begin (or continue) that process? 


Overall, historical background shapes the purpose of the book relative 
to the immediate circumstances. It also helps to formulate specific ideas and 
concepts with which a biblical author will interact. All of that is vital and 
the biblical writers’ theological perspective on history does not detract from 
this but adds to it. The redemptive historical background shapes the role of 
a book in God’s plan. It thereby helps to formulate the theological purpose 


of a book. It shapes the way biblical writers will deal with specific topics 
and/or the significance of certain details in a text.'* It also points to how 
they set up their ideas to have ramifications in God’s plan. The writers of 
Scripture, guided by the Spirit, thought both historically and redemptive 
historically and we should also in order to follow their intent. 


Literary Context 

Literary context bridges the more overarching aims of a book to the 
content that accomplishes that goal. Hence, traditionally we study not only 
the immediate context surrounding a text but also how it fits within the 
entire book.'> Altogether, that gives us an entire framework that helps us see 
how one verse or text precisely aids in proving a point in a paragraph or 
chapter, which in turn participates in fulfilling the purpose of the entire 
book. Defining the function of a text within the entire flow of the book is 
the goal of literary context. 

Scholars also acknowledge context goes far beyond the level of a book. 
That is where intertextuality fits in. The prophets and apostles read and 
wrote in light of a variety of other passages. Those external texts provide 
additional theological ideas and even an embedded rationale that informs 
the writer in making his point. 

Hence, as we study the context of a passage, we need to remember that 
we are not just looking for what immediately surrounds the text. We are not 
even just searching for nice topical references that support a theme in the 
passage. We are looking for the greater context the author intentionally 
appeals to. From this, we discover how he may have appealed to other 
important concepts to bolster his idea. We also may see a pattern of logic 
from the text(s) he alludes to which helps to shape his own rationale in the 
text. 

This particular analysis is important. We have said “context is king” and 
that is no understatement. We have observed the intertextual context helped 
us to better understand the richness of the Old Testament. The stories and 
prophecies were expositions of theology. We also noted how the Old 
Testament connected with the New to become the theological fabric of the 
latter half of Scripture. If we want to understand the theological substance 
of Scripture, we need to do the hard work of studying the context the 
biblical writers thought through and set up for us to understand. 


How do we examine this intertextual literary context? 


1. We need to collect all the dots. We should be looking to see if the 
author makes connections to earlier texts. As discussed earlier, there 
are a variety of criteria to build a case that an author made an 
allusion.'® Initially, this is based upon “linguistic distinctiveness.” 
We need to prove the language is pointed enough that it triggers one 
to think of one text(s) as opposed to others. We then must show that 
the author intentionally alluded to the other text by seeing if the 
context matches or even depends upon that prior piece of 
information.” 

We can replicate the above process and make sure that we have 
collected all the dots, all the interconnected texts involved. An 
author can allude to multiple texts in his writing. He could also cite 
a text which itself alludes to multiple antecedent passages. He could 
do both. In any case, our job is to make sure we have identified all 
the interconnected passages. 


2. We then start to connect the dots. This deals with how revelation 
builds upon itself. The following questions can aid in this endeavor: 


e Do they provide an explicit interpretation of the text? If so, what is 
it? 

e Do they focus upon an implication? If so, what is that implication 
and how do they develop it? 

e How do they set up for or anticipate future revelation? What is the 
directionality of these texts? 


Answering these types of questions helps us to see how the prophets and 
apostles build a theology and a rationale from one passage throughout the 
canon. 


3. We then connect the dots to the passage at hand. How does the 
intertextual connection(s) contribute to the text we are studying? 
The following questions can help us see the value of the author’s 
rationale: 


e How does the author build upon the logic and theology of his 
predecessors? 

e How does he use this to contribute to his argument in the immediate 
context as well as to the book as a whole? 

e How does his work in alluding to previous revelation also advance 
the theology he draws from? 

e How does his work set up for later revelation (if applicable)? Is 
there a directionality in this text? 


We are not the first to identify the allusions of a biblical text and to 
establish the nature of their connections. While I have encouraged us to be 
“more than a cross-referencer,” people who have compiled the cross- 
references in your Bible have done so at times based upon the criteria I 
stated above. So that is a good place to start. Concordances (electronic or 
hard copy) can also be used to run searches on words or phrases that may 
evidence correspondences. Various commentaries have also picked up on 
how biblical writers appealed to a larger literary context. They can help us 
find the ways the author referenced other Scriptures and the nature of how 
he “used” it. Certain works are dedicated to that very task.'® So we are not 
in this alone. Lots of resources are available to help us go through the steps 
outlined above. 

This section points out that we cannot merely look at the context that 
immediately surrounds a text. The way the prophets and apostles thought 
and wrote indicates that they often branched further out to other pieces of 
revelation. To fully understand their intent, we should look for those 
connections. In doing so we can “connect more dots” and gain a fuller 
picture of how the author was completely reasoning. 


Word Study 

Word study is used to determine the precise nuance of a term in 
context.” Part of this process is seeing how a word is used throughout the 
Scripture.” In doing so, we may at times discover that a word actually is 
associated with a developing theological theme in progressive revelation. I 
want to be careful to say that a word does not necessarily denote a 
theological idea inherently.”! “Salvation” does not always denote our 
understanding of how we are saved from God’s wrath by faith (cf. 1 Tim. 
4:16) and “seed” does not always discuss Genesis 3:15. 


Nevertheless, authors can use certain terms consistently to remind their 
readers of a particular theme and how past writers expounded upon that 
concept.” Examples of this include the metaphor of the vine (cf. Ps. 80:14; 
Isa. 5:2; Ezek. 17:7—8; 19:10; John 15:1—5), the concept of seed (Gen. 3:15; 
2 Sam. 7:10-14; Gal. 3:16), and the eagle metaphor (Ex. 19:4; Ps. 103:5; 
Isa. 40:31). This development of theology is based upon how an author uses 
a word in context. This not only affirms the Scripture is precise to the word, 
but also that word study can be part of the linguistic criteria by which we 
identify how authors weaved their texts and messages together.” Doing 
word study with this in mind can help us find important associations in 
Scripture. 

At this point, I can also point out that intertextuality does not require 
identical terms to generate a connection. Scholars have observed that 
synonyms also work as well as phrases and motifs that resonate with the 
original idea of a text.” For example, even though different words are used, 
the image of one “smashing the enemy’s head” (cf. Num. 24:17) would 
recall the promise of Genesis 3:15.” Again, we are looking for linguistic 
factors that would trigger us to remember an earlier text. Overall, word 
studies can point to intertextual connections but we should also make sure 
we look at synonymous words or catch phrases that would provide a link 
between certain texts. 


So What? 

I have tried to provide several practical strategies to help us read 
Scripture more like the biblical writers. Fundamentally, the practices of the 
biblical writers affirm our standard exegetical practices. In addition, their 
practices remind us that intertextuality supplements our understanding of 
historical background, literary context, and word studies. 

However, to some, this just seems like some academic exercise. One 
might wonder, “Who cares?” What is the point of any of this? All of it goes 
back to the question we asked at the beginning of how we connect exegesis 
with theology. How do we know the lesson the author wants us to gain from 
a text? This question is particularly pertinent for texts that do not make 
propositional statements. We can more easily understand the theological 
importance of blatant truth claims, such as “Great is YHWH” (Ps. 145:3) or 
“God is love” (1 John 4:8) or “for by grace you have been saved through 
faith” (Eph. 2:8). They are expressions of theological fact. However, stories, 


poems, or prophecies often cause us trouble because they do not carry such 
clear declarative statements. Is there any theology in those passages ? If so, 
how do we discern it? 

That is answered by our findings in the quest for authorial logic. The 
author, by pointing us to other texts, gives us clues to his own rationale as 
well as the theological ideas he is working with in his own writing. 
Consequently, the alluded texts serve as anchor points that ground our own 
interpretation of non-propositional literature. They point out to us the ideas 
the author intended for us to understand better in his work. 

As discussed, such intertextuality helps us see how God’s faithfulness is 
exhibited in the conquest as he keeps his promises (Josh. 23:14). We can 
see the glorious nature of the Davidic promises in Solomon’s kingdom (1 
Kings 4:25). We can see the beauty of the Davidic covenant in the Psalms 
(Pss. 72, 89). We can see a theology of Jesus as the new Adam (cf. Luke 
3:38). This begins to show us that various texts are not just illustrations of 
moral principles but also explanations of how theology precisely fleshes out 
in God’s plan. Hence, by understanding the way the authors thought and 
wrote, we have a better strategy to see how theology works in texts we 
(particularly as Westerners) are not as comfortable gleaning theology from. 

However, intertextuality does not only aid in understanding the theology 
of nonpropositional literature. After all, intertextuality happens in other 
genres that contain quite a few propositions (e.g., legal and epistolary 
literature). In such instances, the intertextual context woven by the author 
helps to connect his propositional statements with other biblical theological 
themes and the greater story of God’s plan. That can provide the 
background behind why we are commanded to live a certain way.”° It can 
illustrate how a certain theological theme is lived out at a certain point of 
redemptive history.” It can bring out the value of obedience relative to 
God’s greater plan.” It can also help fill in the logic of the reasoning behind 
certain propositional statements and bring out how those truths impact other 
themes and ideas in theology.” Ultimately, the prophets never wrote about 
theology in a vacuum; thus, intertextuality can help to fill in the full nature 
and/or consequences of propositional statements. That helps us not only to 
understand them better but also to be transformed by them and live them 
out. 

Thus, the answer to the “so what” question is “so what.” Intertextuality 
helps us to see the theological “so what” of any given text. It helps us build 


a bridge between exegesis and theology by thinking the thoughts of the 
writers after them. As we have seen, the prophets and apostles are exegetes 
and theologians. They made the bridge between exegesis and theology by 
virtue of their intertextual logic. They often developed theology by tracing 
how texts were interconnected in the Scripture. Our job is just to think their 
thoughts after them and by seeing how they wove Scripture together, we 
gain the same bridge between exegesis and theology, the bridge they 
originally intended. We thereby know not only what they meant but also its 
bearing upon theological issues and themes. 

That being said, I want to offer five important cautions at the end of this 
discussion. First, not every text of Scripture will have an intertextual 
connection back to the previous text(s). Once again, we return to authorial 
intent. We only want to identify an association when the author makes one. 
We follow his intent. A lack of allusions in a particular text or verse does 
not mean that the passage is completely disconnected from theology, the big 
picture, or from other revelation. We might discover that the author makes 
an intertextual connection in the immediate context of a passage. That may 
have bearing upon the text at hand. The larger context of a book in 
redemptive history should at least have some bearing on all the content 
within the book. The text itself could be propositional and make a 
theological statement. So there are still plenty of ways to make connections 
and discern theology. Nonetheless, we do not want to force a connection 
when there is none. We want to listen and submit to the dual-author’s intent 
and not our own. If we have learned anything from the hermeneutics of the 
prophets and apostles, it is that they claimed “just as it is written.” They 
asserted that they remained consistent with the original intent. Our reading 
of Scripture should be just so as well. 

Second, as mentioned in this study, I advocate that antecedent 
revelation inform our reading of the text at hand. This is again part of the 
whole notion of authorial intent. The authors of Scripture cannot draw from 
revelation what does not yet exist. Moses cannot use Matthew’s material. 
Instead, writers allude back to what has been written.*? While this activity 
often sets up for future revelation, I have argued that previous revelation 
shapes later revelation and not the other way around. That is the precise 
concept of the prophetic hermeneutic continuing into the apostolic 
hermeneutic. Hence, this notion of context is not the same as reading at the 
“level of the canon,” which allows the entire canon (both revelation 


antecedent and subsequent to a text) to shape the meaning (as opposed to 
significance) of a passage.*! Such a reading can easily lead to eisegesis, and 
intertextual analysis needs to guard against it. A healthy focus on the 
author’s intent will deal with this concern. 

Third, along that line, none of what I said above can be done apart from 
the normal exegetical process. Historical backgrounds, genre, literary 
context, textual criticism, syntax, and word study are all still required. 
Intertextual analysis is not a magic bullet and when done alone, it will 
actually fail. There is a major tension between the exegetical details and 
their intertextual relationships. We can often focus on the minutiae to the 
exclusion of how that relates to the writer’s agenda. As such, we can lose 
how a text produces theology. On the other hand, if we allow the 
intertextual context to be too controlling of the text, we can inadvertently 
misrepresent what the text actually says. We can eradicate all of those 
details that actually provide the development and beauty of the theology 
discussed. We actually would commit a form of eisegesis. I am not arguing 
here for an either/or but an imperative of a both/and. After all, the prophets 
and apostles did both. To engage in an either/or approach rejects the way 
they read Scripture. If we are to embrace the way they read Scripture, we 
must embrace exegesis and intertextuality (which is within exegesis 
technically speaking). That whole method helps to build a bridge between 
the details and the big picture, exegesis and theology, even interpretation 
(meaning) and application (significance). For even though I speak a lot of 
theology, ultimately, the writers of Scripture believed that such truth 
transforms. 

Fourth, intertextuality is about precision. To be sure, one can read the 
Bible and gain its general meaning without intertextuality. Our goal is to 
gain all the author intends. So we must be careful of saying intertextuality 
provides “hidden” meaning or that without its mastery one will never 
understand the text. These are simply not true. Intertextuality helps us to be 
better interpreters of Scripture—people who gain more fully all that the 
biblical writers originally meant in a text. 

Fifth, I understand reading that the Bible this way is no small effort. It 
requires an understanding of the big picture (redemptive history) as well as 
the detailed connections between texts. Lest one fall into despair because 
the task seems too great, let me say that while this is what good Bible study 
demands, we (and I definitely include myself here) are moving in that 


direction. We all have to start somewhere, and so we need to be patient as 
we begin. We may never grasp all of this perfectly this side of heaven but 
we can daily draw nearer to that goal. Like all areas of sanctification, we 
have not achieved perfection but press onward to the upward calling (cf. 
Phil. 3:14). Instead of being discouraged, we can be thankful. Our 
realization of how much we do not know amplifies how profound the 
Scripture is. Every time we study one part of the Scripture, we move to the 
goal of knowing Scripture better—for now we understand one part of 
Scripture better, a part that contributes to the whole. Even more, every time 
we study, we learn profound truth, and every new lesson learned should 
make us grateful. 


SPECIAL ISSUES 


“Connecting the dots” not only helps us deal with the basic bridge between 
exegesis and theology but also helps to resolve certain unique issues in 
interpretation. Although the observations gained from this study will not 
solve those matters entirely, they can still be of great use in helping us 
approach them. After all, the New Testament’s use of the Old, Christ in the 
Old Testament, the use of the law, and the nature of application all revolve 
around how the authors read, thought, and wrote. Because of this, 
understanding their logic plays a vital part in resolving some of the tensions 
within these matters. It shows the importance of studying the 
interconnectedness of Scripture. 


New Testament Use of the Old 

I would be remiss if I did not comment on the New Testament’s use of 
the Old as an implication of this study. After all, it was the impetus for this 
entire endeavor. Much of what I have said affirms the methodology and 
findings of others like Beale, Kaiser, Carson, Hamilton, and Bock.** In 
addition, I believe it makes four contributions to our thinking on the matter. 

First, this study illustrates the biblical writers’ rationale is textually 
articulated. One of the reasons the New Testament’s use of the Old is 
difficult is that we are puzzled about how they have thought through the 
text. It appears very foreign or random to us. However, as observed, the 
apostles often built upon the logic of their predecessors. This explains why 
the New Testament’s use of the Old can be so perplexing at times. The 


apostles rely upon a logic articulated in passages we have not studied or 
thought through. We may think of the New Testament writer’s use of the 
Old as novel when, in actuality, the Old Testament has already explained 
and reiterated that particular application of prior revelation. We may believe 
the New Testament takes the Old out of context when in fact, we have not 
considered context enough. 

Let me provide a simple illustration of what has occurred. At one point 
or another, some of us have entered into the middle of a conversation. The 
lack of context can often create some awkward moments for us in that 
situation. What we have done in the New Testament’s use of the Old is 
walked into the tail end of essentially over a millennia of conversation 
(texts intertextually relating to other texts) and accused everyone except 
ourselves of being hermeneutically awkward. 

As opposed to being random or subjective, the apostles’ logic is 
textually defined. The New Testament writers often develop a chain of 
interconnected Old Testament texts which provide much information about 
the ideas and implications the apostles are dealing with. Hence, we do not 
need to speculate about their rationale. Instead, their logic is expressed by 
and builds upon text after text of the Old Testament. We just need to read 
the entire conversation. We can codify the apostles’ logic, and in doing so 
observe that the New Testament’s use of a passage is not bizarre but rather 
quite understandable and even relatively expected.” 

Second, this study shows that the apostles’ choice of text is intentional 
and significant. Why did the New Testament writer select the specific Old 
Testament text? At first, we might not even think this is an important 
question. Perhaps that was the only passage that came into his mind or it 
rhetorically matched his agenda. Nonetheless, our study has illustrated that 
if the apostle was so “simple” he could have chosen more obvious passages. 
For example, why does Matthew quote Hosea 11:1 to talk about the Exodus 
from Egypt? Quoting from the book of Exodus itself would be simpler. 
Similarly, why does Paul, in Galatians 4:21—31, talk about Hagar and Sarah 
from the vantage point of Isaiah 54:1? Quoting strictly from Genesis makes 
far more sense. The same idea applies to instances where an apostle will 
quote a single passage yet introduce it as what the prophets (plural) states 
(cf. Matt. 2:23; Acts 15:15). Why does the author select one text, yet say 
that many prophets say the same thing? 


The whole notion of a chain of texts helps to answer these questions. 
Fundamentally, their choice of text(s) often points to a line of thought in the 
Old Testament. Matthew’s choice of Hosea points to how Hosea used the 
Exodus as opposed to just the Exodus itself. Paul’s citation of Isaiah and 
Genesis in Galatians 4 indicates he desires to read those passages together. 
These observations support Dodd’s thesis of a “larger context of the Old 
Testament” as well as Hays’ notion of metalepsis (one text indicative of a 
whole). Even more, at times, the apostles’ choice of text was not only to 
point to the whole line of thought but also to point to the specific 
contribution a text made to that entire chain of texts. Hosea uniquely 
develops the theology of the Exodus by correlating sonship, new David, and 
a new Exodus. Paul appeals to Isaiah who has developed certain 
implications of faith, the new covenant, and Messiah from Sarah in 
Genesis. 

Thus, the apostle’s selection of a text is strategic, as opposed to 
coincidental. This helps sharpen our methodology as we engage in the New 
Testament’s use of the Old. Thinking through the question of why the writer 
selected a certain text forces us to consider the unique properties or 
contribution of that passage. In doing so, we can better grasp the way the 
apostle was thinking. 

Third, the continuity of the prophetic and apostolic hermeneutic helps 
us identify the theological significance of the New Testament’s use of the 
Old. We often discuss this topic to figure out whether the New Testament 
used the Old in justifiable ways. However, we should not only discuss why 
they can do what they did but also why they did it in the first place. The 
prophetic hermeneutic sets up theology that is imported, developed, and at 
times “fulfilled” in the New. Matthew’s use of Hosea is not merely justified 
but demonstrates Christ as new David and new Moses who will accomplish 
a definitive deliverance for his people. Paul’s use of Genesis and Isaiah 
demonstrates the exclusivity of faith from beginning to end. Jesus born in 
Bethlehem fulfills a prophecy in Micah 5:2 (Heb., v. 1) showing he is the 
new David who will revive the Davidic dynasty.*° The examples found in 
this study show the apostles’ use of the Old was not only justified but 
produced theology. 

Accordingly, by not thinking through the prophets’ rationale we have 
not only underread the Old Testament but also the New. Thus, our goal is 
not merely to absolve the biblical writers of hermeneutical wrongdoing but 


also to understand the theological “so what” of their use of Scripture. We 
want to know their intent. The continuity of the prophetic to apostolic 
hermeneutic aids in that endeavor. 

Fourth, our discussion about hermeneutics may provide some clarity on 
an implication of the New Testament’s use of the Old; namely, how should 
we now read. Some argue since the apostles used typology or some other 
methodology, we should adopt the same approach for every passage. That is 
not exactly the case. We observed a distinction between reading and 
revelation. Put differently, the biblical writers are not only readers of 
Scripture but also authors. When they read past revelation, we observed 
they handled it with care. However, they also gave new revelation which 
legitimately defined and expounded particular theological implications of a 
text. That is how theology develops. We need to be careful to imitate how 
they read as opposed to how they wrote new revelation. We do not have 
new information to highlight new theological implications of past 
revelation. Rather, our job is to seek what the authors have already revealed, 
the implications they establish, the connections they legitimately formed, 
and thereby the theological ramifications they advance. As discussed, the 
biblical writers read Scripture caring about the author’s intent. Our job is to 
do the same and articulate all that they wove together for us. We connect 
the dots they established; we do not create new dots. Immense theology is 
already there, we do not need to (and cannot) add anything new. 

Along that line, the examples throughout this study illustrate how the 
New Testament’s use of the Old opens one’s eyes to the depths of Scripture. 
Those passages are worth our time to study and mine their depths. My goal 
here is not to rewrite the way we study the New Testament’s use of the Old 
but to give us supplementary strategies to analyze it better. The points 
above help us better understand the full context, logic, theological import, 
and hermeneutical implications of the apostles’ use of the Old Testament. 


The Use of the Law for a Believer 

As a teacher of the Old Testament, one of the most frequent questions I 
receive concerns how we apply the Old Testament law as those who live 
under the new covenant. The matter is controversial and complex. However, 
going back to the approach of the prophetic hermeneutic to the apostolic 
hermeneutic can help us wade through this matter. 


Intertextuality points out two important factors in dealing with this 
issue. First, the prophets and apostles understood God has a plan for all of 
history. Accordingly, they were aware of how the law participated in the 
bigger story of redemption. We have already discussed previously that 
Moses and Isaiah anticipated that a new law would eventually come in light 
of the Servant’s work (Deut. 18:18; 30:1—6; 34:10-12; Isa. 54:6). An era 
will commence when the entire “point” of the law will be accomplished so 
that the law will be fulfilled. 

Thus, as talked about in the previous chapter, we should not be 
surprised when Paul or the author of Hebrews comes along and declares 
that we are no longer “under the law” (Rom. 6:14—15), or that with Christ’s 
sacrifice a new system must be in place (Heb. 7:12). We should not be 
surprised when our Lord declares that all foods are clean (Mark 7:19). They 
declare what the Old Testament established, developed, and anticipated. 
The law is in force for a certain reason in a certain era of redemptive 
history. That will change when the Servant comes to do his work. Believers, 
because the new covenant has come, are no longer bound to keep the Old 
Covenant laws.*’ We are in a certain stage in God’s plan, anticipated by the 
prophets and proclaimed by the apostles, where it is not obligatory. 
Intertextuality on the “big picture” level helps us frame an answer to this 
question. 

At this point, some may object and ask if murder, adultery, or 
worshipping other gods is permissible. This brings us to the second 
intertextual factor. Part of the assumption within the debate is that the law 
inherently and independently embodies God’s moral authority. Thus, if we 
are no longer under the law, we no longer have any moral authority over us. 
However, the law is far more complex than this. Moses wrote the law with 
indications that the law is an intertextual document. It provides specific 
applications of how to live out truth found in prior revelation. 

We can illustrate this through the Ten Commandments. Within this, the 
clearest example of intertextuality is the fourth command about the 
Sabbath. Moses explicitly states the reason Israel is to keep the Sabbath is 
because God did, as was revealed earlier (Gen. 1—2). This sets up a 
paradigm that the laws are actually applications and demonstrations of 
transcendent theological realities, ones established at creation. We can see 
this intertextual pattern in various commands. For instance, in the second 
commandment, God warns Israel to not make him into an image of 


anything in heaven above (yan mpwa), earth beneath (nnpa yya), and 
waters beneath the earth (yax? nonn oa). Such language parallels the 
wording of God’s activity on days two and three (cf. Gen. 1:3-13). Our 
lives are to reflect the distinction between Creator and creation. The third 
commandment concerning God’s name seems to echo the concern with 
naming (Gen. 1:5, 8, 10) found in the creation account. God has the right to 
name and does not name the sun, moon, and stars to show his supremacy 
over them (Gen. 1:14—15).°* In light of this, treating God’s supremacy and 
name with respect is mandatory. 

The fifth commandment of honoring father and mother seems to echo 
the family structure established in Genesis 2:24.°° Again, this command 
seems to be applying what God ordained at creation. A final example is the 
tenth commandment to not covet. In Genesis 3, the woman’s desire for the 
fruit is the same word for “covet.” Even more, the wording of Deuteronomy 
5:21 (mN ...7anD) parallels the wording of Genesis 3:6 (79M) ... myn ). This 
evidences that the tenth commandment echoes the woman’s actions in 
Genesis 3:6. By picking up on the language of Genesis 3:6 in the tenth 
commandment, Moses show why Israel now cannot covet in a post-fall 
world. They stand for what God originally ordained in creation and against 
anything associated with its demise. He thereby applies a lesson established 
in Genesis to Israel. 

The above suggests that the law is a highly intertextual document. As 
such, Moses’s intent for the law is not merely to give binding commands 
but rather to teach Israel how to live out (and point to) the way God 
ordained the world to be at creation. That accords with the word “torah,” 
which means to point or to teach.*° Such instruction is not in name only. 
Rather, the above examples show the law operates this way. Moses linked 
the law to greater truths, which do not change over time. The New 
Testament writers maintained the same interpretative paradigm. They 
quoted the law in order to instruct people about the changeless nature of the 
Creator (cf. Rom. 7:7).*! Along that line, Jesus and Paul also use the law to 
point to broader realities. God cares not only about the ox but also the 
pastor (1 Cor. 9:9; 1 Tim. 5:18). God cares not only about the adulterous act 
but also the issue of lust (Matt. 5:27—28). Such extrapolations of the law 
make particular sense if the law was intertextual to begin with. It always 
pointed to the highest standard of perfection found originally at the “very 
good” creation (cf. Gen. 1:31). Thus, the laws of the Old Testament taught 


important lessons that are perpetually binding. They establish the nature of 
their ongoing significance. 

The two intertextual factors above point out that while we may not be 
under the law itself, we are still under what the law pointed to: the character 
of God and what he established at creation. Schreiner articulates this well: 


Nevertheless, they are not normative merely because they appear in the Mosaic covenant, for 
that covenant has passed away. It seems that they are normative because they express the 
character of God.” 


This provides a basis for how we are to approach studying the law. The 
law by intention and even by title is a teacher. It instructs. Intertextuality 
brings this out. It shows how the law is theological in nature. It fleshes out 
the practical implications of God’s character and what he ordained in 
creation. It specifically shows how theology fleshes out into every aspect of 
Israel’s life. It thereby can provide us a paradigm for comprehending our 
own priorities and worldview. If the law is a teacher, our job is to learn from 
it and live those lessons out. Within this, we need to remember that we are 
not under the law. Hence, we may not always live out what the law 
precisely mandated. Other times our applications of the law might be 
identical with what the Mosaic law prescribes. However, this is not because 
we are obligated to keep the Mosaic law. Rather, we follow the logic the 
law intends. We see how it teaches about God’s character and creation and 
their ramifications. We then apply those principles into our lives. In living 
out the implications of those truths to the fullest extent, we fulfill the intent 
of the law. Such an approach follows the logic of the law as it continues in 
Christ and the apostles. It reads the law the way it was designed to operate. 

An illustration might be of some use here. Our parents might have 
placed certain regulations on us. They might have told us to go to bed at a 
certain time or eat our vegetables. When we leave home and are no longer 
“under their roof,” we are not obligated to follow the letter of their laws. 
Nonetheless, we might think it is a good idea to sleep as well as to eat 
healthy. We do not do those things because we are under their rules but 
because we believe those rules taught us good habits. 

In the same way, the prophets and apostles knew that relative to the big 
picture, we are no longer under the law of the Mosaic covenant. The child 
has become a son and no longer needs the steward (cf. Gal. 4:1—3). At the 
same time, the biblical writers also understood how the law worked 


intertextually. They knew it, as a teacher, was inherently linked to God’s 
revelation of himself and his creation. Thus, the prophets and apostles 
appeal to the spirit of the law or the principles behind the law as truths we 
still live out as those in the new covenant (cf. Isa. 1:11—13; Jer. 7:22-23; 
Hos. 6:1-3; Mic. 6:8; Zech. 7:1-7; Gal. 5:14; 1 John 2:7-8). That 
rationale proves quite useful in how we read the law and apply it into our 
lives. In this way, the prophetic hermeneutic continues to the apostolic 
hermeneutic, which becomes our own interpretative framework. 


Messiah in the Old Testament 

Another major interpretative issue is how to preach or teach Christ from 
the Old Testament. How can one honor the New Testament affirmation that 
Christ is found throughout Moses and the prophets (cf. Luke 24:27) and yet 
not force Christ into Old Testament texts?“ 

Again, such questions go back to the quest for authorial logic, to what 
the prophets and apostles knew and how they wrote. As discussed, certain 
scholars sometimes assume the prophets were not aware of the Messiah 
because they did not have such theological sophistication or were too 
entrenched in their time to think of grander matters.*° Our findings have 
observed such assertions are mistaken. The prophets were cognizant of 
complex theological concepts, like a messianic individual, from the very 
beginning. They wrote with a view of God’s plan such that their texts 
intentionally set up for future ramifications in redemptive history. Our 
discussions on the intertextuality of Genesis 3:15, the way the Davidic 
covenant plays out in the prophets, and the way Hosea used the Exodus all 
demonstrate that Moses and the prophets weaved together a sophisticated 
picture about the Messiah. Messianic theology is a part of the Old 
Testament writers’ rationale. Such awareness and intertextuality 
substantiates the pervasiveness of messianic prophecies in the Old 
Testament (e.g., Gen. 3:15; 49:10; Num. 24:17; Ps. 16:10; 22; Isa. 52:13— 
53:12; Mic. 5:2). 

That is not to say every verse in the Old Testament directly concerns 
Christ. The prophetic hermeneutic not only affirms Messiah is an important 
part of the Old Testament but defines how he is in the Old Testament. While 
they did prophesy about Messiah, the prophets did not make every text 
Christocentric. We need to make sure we find him in the Old Testament the 
way they intend. 


Along that line, we are back to connecting the dots. We can observe two 
ways the prophets connect the Old Testament with Christ. First, they do so 
on a macro level. They understood the story line of Scripture has 
Christotelicity (Christ is the end or goal of the plot line). Moses, at the very 
beginning, establishes this end. He prophesies of the Seed who would 
resolve the curse of creation and evil (Gen. 3:15; 49:10-11; Num. 24:17— 
19). Later prophets show how God preserves the line of the Seed in Israel 
and then in David’s family. However, the prophets observe no historical 
individual in that line is the Messiah. The kings of Israel and Judah fail, and 
the nation plunges into exile. Nevertheless, the Old Testament writers know 
history is moving to an ultimate Davidic king who would rule the world and 
have victory over wickedness (cf. Ps. 72:9; 110:4—5). That Messianic 
individual would take care of sin (Isa. 53:1—11) and fulfill God’s promises 
for Israel and the world (cf. Isa. 11:1—-10; 60:1—22). 

Conversely, at the very end of the Old Testament story line (cf. Ezra and 
Nehemiah), the prophets testify to the lack of such fulfillment. They still 
look forward to the Messiah. Malachi capitalizes on this redemptive 
historical situation by proclaiming that a messenger will come to announce 
the coming of this individual (Mal. 4:5). The end of the Old Testament 
looks to Christ and the New. Luke picks up from here (cf. Luke 1:5-25). 
From beginning (cf. Gen. 3:15) to end, the Old Testament story line 
anticipates Christ and shows how God’s plan on a macro level moves to 
him. 

Accordingly, instead of trying to force Christ into every text, we can 
zoom out and see how the prophets relate individual texts to that grander 
story line. With that, we can see how God moves his plan forward to Christ. 
By tracing how the prophets weave the story of the Old Testament together, 
we can see how to preach and teach Christ as the Old Testament marches 
toward him. 

Second, on a micro level, prophets weave together individual chains of 
texts and motifs that link with Christ. This can happen in a variety of ways. 
As already observed, the prophets did prophesy of the Messiah. The way 
certain texts build off of earlier messianic texts helps to show how they are 
messianic predictions (cf. Num. 24:17; Ps. 110:6; with Gen. 3:15). 
Furthermore, certain textual chains in the Old Testament develop how the 
second person of the Trinity is a participant in God’s plan. We observed this 


with the whole discussion on the Rock, the Angel of the Lord, leading Israel 
in the wilderness (cf. Deut. 32:4; Ps. 78:16, 35; Isa. 8:14; cf. 1 Cor. 10:4). 

Beyond direct prophecy or participation, Old Testament intertextuality 
can exhibit how the prophets prepare for the Messiah. For instance, the 
prophets link certain passages with the Davidic covenant which thereby 
apply to all Davidic kings but particularly Christ (Ps. 69:9, 25; 109:8; cf. 
John 2:17; Acts 1:20). Later prophets even weave those Davidic covenant 
texts into their own prophecies of him (cf. Ps. 22; Isa. 53). Thus, texts that 
interconnect with and exposit the Davidic covenant are a key conduit for 
seeing how the theology of Christ is developed in the Old Testament. The 
prophets formulate other chains of texts as well. The motif of the shepherd 
(Ps. 23) links with Messiah via Ezekiel 34:1-23. The vine passages 
concerning Israel seem to connect with the Davidic dynasty (cf. Ezek. 
19:10; John 15:1). The prophets connect the sacrificial system with the 
Servant’s work (Isa. 53:4—6). Accordingly, a variety of motifs and concepts 
are tied with Christ in the Old Testament in preparation for the New.“ By 
that, there is much theological preparation for Christ in the Old Testament. 
Space prohibits further illustration, but others have trodden that path.*® Even 
more, you can also discover these Messianic connections yourself as you 
piece various Old Testament texts together. 

Accordingly, the above discussion demonstrates that in our busyness to 
“see Christ in every text,” we not only may commit unnecessary eisegesis 
but we also miss where and how Christ is genuinely found. The prophets 
did weave texts together in a variety of ways in order to deliberately 
contribute to the ongoing discussion about the Messiah. In addition to direct 
prophecy, the connections on the level of the story line of Scripture as well 
as within the individual allusions of a text exhibit how the prophets write 
about and anticipate their Savior. They may even show how the second 
person of the Trinity participated in redemptive history. The prophets knew 
what they were doing. That means we can have confidence when we 
approach the Old Testament to find him there. We just need to connect the 
dots, see how they intersect with Christ, and show people how the Old 
Testament moves intentionally in that trajectory. By following the prophets’ 
logic, we can trace these developments and successfully see how Christ is 
thoroughly discussed in the Old Testament. 


Application 


The subject of application is both difficult and yet so vital. Perhaps the 
first question one might have is whether we can even apply the Bible. After 
all, the Bible is an ancient book. It talked about issues in those days. Does it 
have any bearing upon what is happening today? The quest for authorial 
logic tackles this question. We observed that the prophets and apostles 
wrote with directionality. They knew their texts entailed ramifications 
(significance) for generations to come. Hence, they spoke through the 
immediate circumstances to the big picture. They intentionally desire for 
their writings to shape our lives today. Application is possible. 

That being said, we need to be careful in how we apply Scripture. As 
mentioned earlier, the intent of an author includes meaning and 
significance. Moreover, meaning leads to significance. This is a double- 
edged sword. On one hand, it reminds us that true understanding of 
Scripture without application falls short. On the other hand, it also 
reinforces that application that does not coincide with the intention of the 
author is really misapplication. “Good moral lessons” drawn from the 
wrong texts may make us feel good or spur us to live godly lives. 
Nonetheless, if our application does not abide in the intended significance 
of a text, we actually ignore what God desires us to learn and to live from 
that passage. We need to be careful that our applications of texts honor the 
author’s speech-act. 

So how do we do that? The quest for authorial logic can help us here. It 
reminds us of how the biblical writers read and applied Scripture. This 
reflects how they fundamentally believed the Scripture communicated and 
the ways it was to be used. Surveying through their various usages of 
Scripture can help us get a feel for how they applied the Bible. The 
following diagram is my own attempt to synthesize the general nature of 
their applications. This can help us frame our own approach to applying the 
text: 
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Diagram 1.1 Ways Biblical Writers Apply Scripture 


1. Worship for God’s Works. A text may, in and of itself, describe an 
event or reality that can be appreciated. This is especially true of 
narratives. To be sure, we can learn the theology that is actualized 
through the events described (see the next point). Nevertheless, part 
of the author’s intent may be for us to marvel at the works of God. 
The prophets’ use of Scripture points to this application. For 
example, they charge us to meditate on God’s wonderful acts (Ps. 
145:4-6). We also saw previously that prophets recounted history 
for the sake of doxology (cf. Neh. 9:1—3). Thus, we too can worship 
the God who did these wonders in the past. When reading the 
Gospels, we can appreciate what Christ did. He healed the leper 
(Matt. 8:2—4), died for our sins (Luke 23:26—-43), and rose again 
(Luke 24:1—12). We should be amazed at those realities. A similar 
logic arises with Old Testament narratives (e.g., marveling at the 
crossing of the Red Sea; Ex. 14:1-31; cf. Ex. 15:1-27). The biblical 
writers reflect upon past revelation to give thanks to God for what 
he has done. If we adopt their rationale, we have much to be grateful 
for—an entire revelation of God’s mighty, compassionate, gracious, 
and righteous acts. 


2. Learning Theology. Texts oftentimes provide us lots of theological 
information. For example, the epistles teach us about doctrine. The 
Scripture provides us precious promises we cherish. Even more, 
throughout this book we observed how the biblical writers were 
theologians by the way the connected their texts with past revelation 
and developed certain theological themes. Their intertextual work 
intended to teach us theology. Accordingly, as we see how Scripture 
builds upon Scripture, we learn truths about God’s person, how he 
orders reality (systematic theology), and how God’s plan unfolds 
(biblical theology). Understanding these truths are applications in 
and of themselves. 

This is where we need to slightly rethink application. We might 
be inclined to just think application pertains to doing moral actions 
or learning what is right and wrong. However, in the Bible, part of 
how the biblical writers applied the Scripture was in how they 
thought. The psalmists meditate on the acts of God and what they 
theologically reflect about him (Ps. 71:17; 77:12; 145:1—7). The 
author of Hebrews exposits several Old Testament texts to challenge 
us with profound thoughts about Christ’s supremacy (Heb. 1:1-14; 
cf. Ps. 2:7; 45:6; 102:25; 110:1). Understanding God and his plan 
more is an act of worship and vital for life. We should not neglect 
this aspect of the biblical writers’ rationale. 


3. Moral Responses. Certain texts not only teach theology but show 
how we should practically respond to that. God’s holiness demands 
holy living (1 Peter 1:13—3:7). God’s promise should make us hope 
and trust (1 Peter 1:13). Narratives also legitimately illustrate right 
and wrong. The narrator evaluates the characters’ actions in the 
story in a variety of ways (cf. 2 Kings 17:7—18). As such, his moral 
judgment is part of his intention in writing. For this reason, later 
writers use past stories to warn God’s people about the 
consequences of disobedience (Ps. 95:7—8). Paul then rightly states 
these texts serve as models for us today (cf. 1 Cor. 10:6). Morality 
might not be the only point of a story or prophecy but it is still part 
of its message. All that to say, Scripture often contains moral 
implications. 


That being said, we should examine this further. What should we 
do if a command is cultural or situated in a certain point of 
redemptive history? This does happen. We observed this with the 
law. Stories might provide another instance. We should not always 
do exactly what the characters do. Another example occurs in 
Philippians. How do we handle the command to tell Euodia and 
Syntyche to be at peace (Phil. 4:2)? Do we need to tell those now- 
deceased women to get along? To be sure, the biblical writers do 
specify applications locked into very specific situations. 

The quest for authorial logic can help here. Even in these cases, 
we recall the prophets and apostles wrote knowing their dealing 
with the present circumstances had bearing upon the future. All 
Scripture is profitable (2 Tim. 3:16). Hence, we can still apply the 
principles and implications of what they wrote to our lives. We 
already illustrated this with our earlier discussion of the law. In this 
way, redemptive history and culture play a role in application. This 
is precisely why I located point 3 of our diagram down the line of 
redemptive history. 

However, how do we know if a command in Scripture is cultural 
or tied to redemptive history versus what is universal? The quest for 
authorial logic can also help answer this question. Carson provides 
an excellent explanation: 


So when God commands people to rend their clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, are 
these precise actions so much of the essence of repentance that there is no true 
repentance without them? When Paul tells us to greet one another with a holy kiss, does 
he mean that there is no true Christian greeting without such a kiss? 


When we examine the rationale for these actions, and ask whether or not ashes and 
kissing are integratively related to God’s revelation, we see the way forward. There is no 
theology of kissing; there is a theology of mutual love and committed fellowship among 
the members of the church. There is no theology of sackcloth and ashes; there is a 
theology of repentance that demands both radical sorrow and profound change. 


If this reasoning is right, it has a bearing on both foot washing and on head-coverings. 
Apart from the fact that foot washing appears only once in the New Testament as 
something commanded by the Lord, the act itself is theologically tied, in John 13, to the 
urgent need for humility among God’s people, and to the cross. Similarly, there is no 
theology of head-coverings, but there is a profound and recurrent theology of that of 


which the head-coverings were a first-century Corinthian expression: the proper 


relationships between men and women, between husbands and wives.” 


Carson’s explanation revolves around seeing major biblical 
theological themes of Scripture versus something that is an 
application of that theology. Certain commands are the theological 
theme that runs through the Scriptures. We should apply those 
commands with essentially a one to one correspondence. However, 
some commands are individual and derived from those themes. 
They are particular applications of those larger theological ideas. As 
such, those commands may be cultural and tied with a specific 
redemptive historical situation. In those cases, the author’s intent is 
that later generations understand how to follow his pattern of logic 
as opposed to his precise stipulation. With that, our job again goes 
back to connecting the dots. We need to see how a particular 
text/command is situated intertextually in Scripture. We need to 
determine if a command is a repetition of the theme or if it is 
something within a certain theme of Scripture and provides a 
specific application of that grander idea. 

There is still much to specify and qualify especially in light of 
the abuses of this idea. I will do this shortly. Suffice it to say for 
now that the practical/moral reaction to theology is one response the 
writers have intended in their writings. We need to carefully think 
through this. 


Worldview in Light of Redemptive History. Finally, texts have 
ramifications upon shaping redemptive history. Understanding 
where God’s plan has been and where it is going helps us know 
where we fit in God’s agenda and our purpose therein. Nehemiah 
used Scripture to this end. Having recounted Israel’s history, the 
nation knew it needed to renew the covenant. That was its purpose 
at that time (cf. Neh. 9:1-38). In the same way, the prophets and 
apostles write so that we understand our place in God’s plan. This 
can happen on a broad level. We can understand God’s promises to 
us, how the story will unfold (Rev. 4-19), and how we generally 
should live in light of that (Rev. 2—3). This can happen on a specific 
level. The background of the temple helps us to know better our role 
as the temple in God’s plan (1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Cor. 6:16). The 
background of Adam and a new Adam helps us to understand the 
significance of being a new humanity (Eph. 2:15). The way God 


operates in his plan helps us to know how to be sanctified (Gal. 3— 
4). The biblical writers wove together texts to show the breadth of 
redemptive history or specific theological themes that help us 
understand our general purpose in this life as well as God’s purpose 
in particular commands. They inform us of how we must act now if 
our lives are to count. As I say to my students, the question is not 
how the Bible is relevant to us; the question God will ask is whether 
or not we were relevant to the Bible. For this reason, we should not 
neglect such an application of those texts. 


Final Observations on Application 

The categories above are helpful in shaping the questions we may ask to 
lead us from meaning to significance. Nevertheless, a given text does not 
necessarily have all four components. While I have provided a synthesis 
above, it cannot supplant the inductive approach stressed by the book. The 
above discussion can give us some good questions to ask but in the end, we 
need to walk through the author’s rationale to determine what exactly is 
taking place. Sometimes an indicator of an author’s writing strategy is 
through his choice of genre. For example, a narrative can present God’s past 
acts at which we are to marvel (point 1), a theology that results from those 
actions that we need to learn (point 2), and a contribution to the story line of 
Scripture that informs how we understand our place in this world (point 4). 
The expositional sections of an epistle might stress a certain development in 
theology, which we need to understand (point 2). An exhortational part of 
an epistle might emphasize a moral response to theology (point 3), resulting 
from a theology presented earlier in the book (point 2). It is our job to 
determine how the author was reasoning as he was writing, how he thought 
through the implications/applications of previous revelation, and how he 
continued that pattern in his own writing. That helps us see how the text 
links with theology—and from that, the particular types of applications the 
author desired us to make. The points made above can help guide our 
thinking in that regard. 

Along this line, while I have cautioned against using later revelation to 
inform the meaning of the text (since earlier authors cannot quote later 
authors), how we deal with application is an entirely different story. As I 
already mentioned above, in dealing with moral applications or issues of 
worldview (points 3 and 4), we have to factor in culture and redemptive 


history. How do we know if we are doing this correctly? Later revelation 
can give us a guide to how new redemptive historical and cultural situations 
factor into application. After all, part of the biblical writers’ hermeneutic is 
how they hone in on and further define certain ramifications and 
applications of a biblical text. Accordingly, later revelation helps us to see 
how to rightly apply Scripture because it illustrates to us how advancements 
in redemptive history factor in to applying theology to life. 

Thus, by seeing how a text used previous revelation, and then how later 
revelation used that text, we can observe a full “trajectory” or paradigm of 
logic that gives us a pattern by which we can precisely apply the 
implications of that passage. It gives us a series of examples of how people 
at different stages of redemptive history and cultures lived out unchanging 
truth. That can inform us on how to apply the truth in our different culture 
at even perhaps a different stage of redemptive history. 


Qualification on Application: Beware of Trajectory 


Hermeneutics 

I have spoken of trajectory and need to make an important qualification. 
Others have used “trajectory hermeneutics” to argue that if an author were 
here today, he would have approved certain practices even if they contradict 
what he stipulated earlier. Some examples of this would be women leaders 
in ministry (1 Tim. 2:9-15) as well as homosexuality (1 Cor. 6:9-11). The 
argument is that the biblical writers advanced a trajectory of equality and 
love such that in the present, the authors would embrace women in the 
pastorate and accept other practices (like homosexuality).°° Quite a few 
scholars have responded at length to these assertions.°' Interestingly 
enough, such discussions go back to the author’s logic. Is there this 
hermeneutic of redemption, liberation, and equality, as some suggest?” 

My simple response is that the continuity of prophetic and apostolic 
hermeneutics establishes a clear plot line in Scripture, where creation (Gen. 
1—2) moves to fall (Gen. 3) and then to a new creation (Isa. 65:17; Jer. 
31:31; Gal. 6:15; 2 Cor. 5:17; Rev. 21:1), which parallels pre-Fall creation 
(cf. Isa. 11:1-10).°? In essence, it is paradise lost to paradise regained. 
Within this, the New Testament epistles are quite close to us in the scheme 
of redemptive history. There is not really much of a trajectory between us 
and those texts. Scholars who appeal to a trajectory hermeneutic in this 


regard have quite a different trajectory than the biblical writers. My use of 
“trajectory” in hermeneutics by no means endorses such methodologies. 

Rather, I would suggest that those who use “trajectory” in the manner 
above actually have misconnected the dots. I would suggest this on three 
levels. First, the trajectory hermeneutic does not properly assess where the 
trajectory has been. Carson reminds us above that identifying biblical 
themes is an important way of seeing a universal application versus a 
cultural application. I would argue the issues of marriage (Gen. 2:24; Matt. 
19:5) as well as a woman’s role (Gen. 2:18; Eph. 5:22; 2 Tim. 2:12—14) are 
some of those overarching biblical themes that actually start from creation 
and go through the New Testament. Accordingly, the trajectory is not rooted 
in love or equality as some have posited. Furthermore, such breadth argues 
these commands are binding for all time. The trajectory hermeneutic 
misconnects the dots concerning the way Scripture develops these particular 
themes. 

Second, the trajectory hermeneutic does not properly assess where the 
trajectory is heading. As discussed, Paul’s reasoning is immersed in how the 
biblical story line moves to parallel original creation. However, the 
trajectory hermeneutic proposes Paul’s position would have evolved in light 
of present developments.** They thereby propose a different story line, one 
that does not move to original creation but to some kind of higher thinking 
of the current day.” That is entirely different than what Paul envisions. 
Thus, the trajectory hermeneutic misconnects dots in how the apostle 
understands the big picture. 

Third, since the trajectory hermeneutic misconstrues the redemptive 
historical trajectory, it also misconstrues how specific New Testament 
passages connect with that trajectory. Initially, texts concerning women in 
ministry (Gen. 2:18; Eph. 5:22; 2 Tim. 2:12-14) as well as homosexuality 
(Rom. 1:26-28) make reference back to creation.” Consistently, as opposed 
to connecting with a trajectory of freedom or equality, these texts are 
immersed in the trajectory I have described in the two points above.” For 
those reasons, these passages are not providing commands that can change 
but rather something that is fixed as the theology of creation is fixed. This 
brings up another issue. In essence, trajectory hermeneutic attempt to argue 
for a parallel between the Mosaic law and New Testament assertions. They 
contend just as the law anticipated its fulfillment, so New Testament ethics 
may be eclipsed. However, the Old Testament specified when Christ comes 


a new law will be in place (Deut. 30:1-6; Jer. 31:31-34). The New 
Testament does not make such a claim but instead poses itself as binding 
and useful for the church (Eph. 2:20; 2 Tim. 2:1-2; cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17).°8 In 
these ways, the trajectory hermeneutic has misconnected the dots in 
construing their trajectory making it an incorrect trajectory. 

In any case, the misuse of trajectory does not negate that a redemptive 
historical trajectory exists. As some have pointed out, we should not 
confuse a “redemptive movement hermeneutic” with a hermeneutic 
sensitive to redemptive history.” The latter is the one that we are looking to 
have. We just need to follow the trajectory established by the continuity of 
prophetic and apostolic hermeneutics.’ Seeing how one passage ties with 
both antecedent and consequent revelation helps us to see a logical pattern 
of how theology works out in redemptive history. This helps us to live that 
Scripture more accurately in the author’s intent as opposed to disregarding 
it as some would have. After all, as we have observed, the prophetic and 
apostolic hermeneutics were all about how to precisely live out the 
ramifications of God’s Word as opposed to living apart from those realities. 


CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 


What is the “Christian hermeneutic?” At the beginning of this study, we 
thought a radically different methodology than _literal-grammatical- 
historical hermeneutics may be required because of how the biblical writers 
used Scripture. To answer this question we engaged in the quest and now 
must ask the question, “How did the biblical writers read their Bible?” 
Again, we want to know their hermeneutic or how they handled what was 
revealed as opposed to how they revealed further details to the implications 
of a text. Since we are not authors of Scripture, we cannot add theological 
information onto Scripture. Instead, we deal with what is revealed and so 
we want to see how they understood what was written. 

In doing so, we discovered the scriptural authors demanded and 
displayed a respect for authorial intent. They cared about the historical 
background, literary context, grammar, and words of Scripture. They also 
knew how prior writers interconnected their writings with other texts on a 
variety of levels. They were well aware of the meaning of Scripture and 
“used” it in a way that abided by the original intent. 


Their approach to interpreting prior revelation is no different than what 
is expressed in our standard hermeneutics textbook. Their method justifies 
why our approach to Scripture is correct. Even more, their logic showed us 
how Scripture works and as such, the intertextuality of the Bible helps 
sharpen our traditional methodology to gain the biblical writers’ intent. 
Factoring in their intertextual perspective, we can see how the scriptural 
authors wrote with a view to redemptive history, with a context 
interconnected with other texts, and even with words that allude to biblical 
theological themes. They thereby develop complex theological ideas setting 
up for later writers to expand upon their ideas. They spoke to theological 
issues that transcend their own time. Sensitivity to intertextuality helps us 
bridge exegesis to theology for we follow the connections they made. Their 
intertextual work not only shows they did theology but also shows how we 
then obtain their theological message. 

This process of “connecting the dots” within intertextuality helps to 
resolve certain special issues within hermeneutics. The questions of the 
New Testament’s use of the Old, the use of the law, Messiah in the Old 
Testament, and application all revolve around the author’s intent and 
rationale. Intertextuality helps us to see how the authors’ logic is textually 
defined. With that, we have a solid foundation for how they thought and 
thereby how we answer these questions. “Connecting the dots” may be a 
simple method, but it has great solving power. 

That leads to this final thought: Although the Christian hermeneutic is 
plain in its focus (authorial intent) and exegetical method, that does not 
mean its execution is simple. Our job, as the prophets and apostles before 
us, is to read the text to gain the author’s intent and that intent is complex. 
Exegesis as well as analyzing all of the texts involved in the author’s logic 
is a lot of hard work. Nevertheless, I hope this chapter helps us see that we 
can obtain the redemptive historical rationale spoken of at the beginning of 
the book. It is textually articulated through how the biblical writers 
repeatedly allude to revelation. We can and should discover this rationale, 
better understand the author’s intent, and think their thoughts after them. 
Such a work is set before us, and now we need to make every effort to 
rightly divide God’s Word (2 Tim. 2:15). 
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SCRIPTURE’ S SOPHISTICATION, FIRST 
THEOLOGIANS, AND THE HERMENEUTICS OF 
SURRENDER 


e started the quest for authorial logic wondering how to study our 

Bibles and consequently, how the biblical writers studied theirs. 

Throughout this entire book, we tried to solve this by seeing how the 
biblical writers “connected the dots” of Scripture together. 

At the end, some may raise some questions. Have I covered every 
issue? No. There are many other factors of consideration in dealing with the 
New Testament’s use of the Old.! Moreover, have I covered every 
controversial passage? No. As stated elsewhere, that would take tomes. 
Have I even factored in every single passage (“dot”) in my explanation of 
particular biblical theological chains of texts or themes? No, I am sure I 
have not. 

However, that is my point. There is a reason I am “missing” so much: 
The intent of the scriptural authors is sophisticated. What we have observed 
throughout this book is that the biblical writers are complex and careful 
readers and writers of Scripture. They understood Scripture with immense 
precision, from its intertextual context down to the very word. They 
carefully interwove various passages (which are themselves tied with 
various passages) to formulate profound theology under the 
superintendence of the Spirit. They consequently set up for later writers to 
do the same and so Scripture has a compounding complexity. Capturing that 
complexity in one book is impossible. All I can do is alert us to the core fact 
that it exists and that we need to understand and live it. 

Along this line, some may accuse my book of just being “another book 
about biblical theology.” In one sense, they are right. However, in another 


sense, my goal is to do something more foundational. My purpose is not 
only to show how we do biblical theology but also, more importantly, why 
we can do biblical theology. We do biblical and systematic theology 
because the prophets and apostles were the first theologians. They thought 
and wrote with theology in mind as they developed the themes, ideas, and 
implications from earlier texts. Their writings are intertextual, and thereby 
theological in nature. Their writings naturally connect exegesis with 
theology for that was their intent, the way they thought and wrote. We do 
not make up our own theology. Rather, when we do theology, we are 
fundamentally discovering what the writers already did under the 
inspiration of the Spirit, and applying that to our thinking and living. Thus, 
in my mind, the quest for authorial logic is (part of) the justification for the 
entire theological enterprise. We do theology because the writers first did it 
for us. True theology is the perfect imitation of the biblical writers’ own 
thinking in Scripture. 

How do we gain insight into their theological sophistication? We do not 
need to make up our own hermeneutic. The quest for authorial logic 
demonstrates the biblical writers have shown us how to read. They read the 
Scripture the way they claimed and the way they demanded us to read (2 
Tim. 2:15). They did so consistently; there is no hermeneutical shifting in 
Scripture. Such hermeneutical consistency demonstrates Scripture makes a 
demand upon how it must be read. The way the prophets and apostles read 
is the way they wrote and the way we ought to read. They have embedded 
in the Scripture the way Scripture should be interpreted. The Bible comes 
with “hermeneutic included.” We may not always get everything right but 
that does not mean a standard does not exist. Rather, the biblical writers 
have set that standard. For a Christian, our hermeneutic then must be one of 
surrender and obedience, one that bows before how the Author has 
demanded his children read and seek what he has confluently intended 
through the human author. 

At the point when we surrender, we unlock the true profundity of 
Scripture for we hone in on the core of the prophetic and apostolic 
hermeneutic: authorial intent. Fundamentally, they cared about the author’s 
intent and we need to care about theirs. We thereby think the thoughts of the 
biblical writers after them, thoughts that read the Bible precisely and 
profoundly as it was always intended to be understood. At that moment, the 


prophetic, apostolic, and Christian hermeneutic becomes our own 
hermeneutic. 


1. See discussion in the first chapter. As stated there, my focus has been upon how the authors of 
Scripture think. That does not denigrate the importance of those other issues nevertheless. 
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“By comprehensive knowledge of the details that yield the true interpretation of biblical 
texts from Genesis to Revelation; by clear grasp of the progressive nature of divine rev- 
elation; and by masterful insight into the flow of redemptive history and biblical theol- 
ogy, Chou provides a new clarity on the unity and continuity of prophetic and apostolic 
hermeneutics. ... This isa book that should be in the hands of every Christian who takes 
God's Word seriously.” 
—Joun MACARTHUR 
Pastor, Grace Community Church 


“Abner Chou undertakes the bold and dynamic challenge of understanding and embrac- 
ing the interpretive perspective of the biblical authors. Join him in the venture. See with 
new eyes. Understand the Bible. Have it change your life.” 
— Jim Hamitton 
Professor of Biblical Theology, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 


“For Chou, taking Scripture seriously includes being able to trace and reproduce how 
the Old Testament prophets and the New Testament apostles and prophets used the 
Scriptures that existed prior to their own times. Our proper use of Scripture stands in 
continuity with how Scripture’s writers used Scripture.” 
— ARDEL B. Canepay 
Professor of New Testament & Greek, University of Northwestern 


Hags is indispensable for understanding Scripture, constructing theology, 
and living the Christian life, but most contemporary hermeneutical systems fail to 
acknowledge the principles and practices of the biblical writers themselves. 

Christians today cannot employ a truly biblical view of the Bible unless they under- 
stand why the prophets and apostles interpreted Scripture the way they did. To this 
end, Abner Chou proposes a hermeneutic of obedience, in which believers learn to 
interpret Scripture the way the biblical authors did—including understanding the New 
Testament's use of the Old Testament. 

Chou first unfolds the prophetic hermeneutic of the Old Testament authors and 
demonstrates the continuity of this approach with the apostolic hermeneutic of the New 
Testament authors. This forms the foundation upon which believers today must build 


their own interpretive practices. 
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